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| F i To: THE 
Lords and Commons 
Aſſembled in PARLIAMENT. 


Church, in making Laws for Unity in Faith, and Unitformity in Diſcipline ; for, 
as our Saviour ſaid, 4 Kjzzdom arvided azainſt it felf, cannvt ſtand; 1o the ſame 
may certainly be {aid of a Church, the reaſon being the ſame tor both: An41 
* call the Searcher of all hearts, the God of life and death, to witneſs, that T would moſt rea- 
dily, yea, moſt joyfully ſacrifice all T have in this world, my lite and all, that all Voz-Coz- 
ormiſts were reduced ro.our Church, But it falls our moſt fadly, that your Laws have not 
the deſired eJeQ, our Chnrch is more and more divided ; ſuch 1s the perverſe nature of man, 
Niti in Vetit::1m, obſtinately to oppoſe Authority ; eſpecially when they can pretend the co-. 
lour of Religion and Conſcience ; this carries'ſo greatan applauſe among the Vulgar / (till 
envious at Superiors ) that ir is, as it were Nuts to an Ape, f{weeter to them th n 
any other thing this world affords : for the enjoyment .of this , they will endure ns 
thing , impriſoament, loſs of goods, yea, ſometinie of life alſo. And this is it whic 
mainly nouriſhes our Diviſions, gives great advantage to the growth of Popery , and 
threarens the total ruine of our Church. Many who were formerly vefy zealous for our 
Church, ſeeing theſe our fad divifions, and not ſeeing thoſe of the Roman Church, nor 
their g'ols Superſtitions ( which their Prieſts conceal till they have got men faſt ) are _ 
ſeduced by their preten ed Unity, and daily fall from us. This makes my heart to. bleed, 
and 'my ſoul with anguiſh ready to expire, rather than liveto fee that diſmal day of relapſe 
intotheir manifold Idolatries. Wherefore I humbled my Soul before God in faſting and 
prayer, begging daily the aſſiſtance of his holy Spirit, to dire me to ſome healing Salve 
for theſe our bleeding Wounds : and therefore I have ſome reaſon to believe, that what is 
contained in theſe following Papers, comes from the great goodneſs of God, who never fails 
thoſe who ſeek him in humility and ſincerity both, which Iam confident I have done ; and 
thisI am ſure of, that no worldly deſigns have moved me to this, but have often tempted 
me to give it over; Iam alſo ſure, thetthere is nothing contained therein, which is contra- 
ry tothe kaown Laws of the Land: in this only I conteſs I have tranſgrefſed, in putting it 
forth without Licence ; and for this I beg of God and you, as Naamaz did ot Eliſha, In this 
thing the Lord and you pardon your S-rvant and I hope you will ſay unto me as E/;ſha did 


NI Lords and Noble Gentlemen, You have fully 'expreſſed your Zeal to God and his 


' unto Naamn, Go in peace : Andl farther hope, this ſhall not caſt ſuch a prejudice upon 


it, as to make you caſt it by, or read it withdiſguſt. I do not expeX you ſhould approve 
any thing upon the account of my ſecking Cod inthis, but upon my Reaſons alledged ; nor 
do I expeCt that upon my Reaſons you ſhould approve all ; yet I beſeech you ſeriouſly con- 
{ider all, and God of his infinite goodneſs direct you to that which may make for the Unity 
of our Church, by yielding to weak Ones ( if not wilful Ones alſo) as far as your Reaſon 
and Conſcience will permit ; ſure you cannot fo loith all condeſcenſion, as not to loath more 
and deteſt Papal confuſion, which certainly comes on apace by our diviſion; and of two 
Evils, both Reaſon and Religion require us to chuſe the leſs. Now doubtleſs you cannot 
think condeſcenſion (if evilatall, ſurenot) ſo evil as Papal Idolatry ; and that Papiſtry 
is Idolatry, is ſoclearly proved by our Learned Dr. S:i/;zz fleet, as it were loſt labour to fay. 
more of it. Condeſcenſion may ſeem in ſome reſpects imprudent, but whether in this 
conjunQure of affairs imprudent, I beſeech yu again conſider well, The Wiſeſt men have 
changed their Counſels and Reſolyes upon ſecond rhaughts, much more upon experience, 
and approaching evils not at firſt diſcovered. It is a common thing with Princes when 
they find their main enemies power encreaſe much, to make peace with leſſer enemies, on 
conditions never before to be endured ; Self-preſervation being the prime Principle in all 
Creatures rational and irrational, ſpringing from Nature ie ſelf, it ſhould in nature andrea- 
{on over-ballance any other conſideration ; and whatever is done to this end, if not ſinfully 
done, muſt needs be wiſely done. I moſt humbly befeech the All-wiſe God, and ſole giver 
of wiſdom, to pour down his Holy and Wile Spirit upon you. Amer: 
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Hriſtian Reader, ſo I term you, hoping you have in ſome meaſure the Spirit of Chriſt,and 
deſire it more, the ſpirit of meekneſs, humility, charity, not to cenſure my errors, and in- 
weigh againſt them, but topity and endeavour zo rettifie them, if you find any ; and I af- 
fare you in the word of a Chriſtian, I ſhall be far more ready to recant, than to vent an er- 

ror : If you be not thus Chriſtianly diſpoſed, I earneſtly beſeech you read no further, for I am ſure you 
will be diſpleas'd with it : and can you think it wiſdom to run your ſelf into diſpleaſure ? enjoy your 
preſent quiet, and let me reſt. But if you be ſo Chriſt ianly diſpoſed as 1 mentioned, then I as earneſtly 
beg of you to proceed, to diſcover my errors and amend them. But perchance you will 2k who Iam, 
why did not I tell you, by putting my name to this Pamphlet ? Twill ingenzouſly confeſs the cauſe, I 
am a weak man, of great Paſſions, not able to bear Commenaations or Reproach ; my ſmall ability 
puts me out of danger of the firſt, but in great fear of the latter. Why theawas I ſo forward to pub- 


liſh my weakneſs? to have it cured ; yet truly I have not been very forward, for it ts now above two 


3-ars ſince I had theſe thoughts, in which time Thave read and conferred all I could to diſcover if I 
were in an error, bat for all I yet could meet with, do not find it ſo, but hope all I ſayis truth, and 
that it may be uſeful to the Publick, in this preſent conjuntture of affairs. Therefore I proceed, 
and in the next place moſt humbly beſcech all that read this, to lay afide all byaſs of intereſt or edu- 
cation, both are very great, I am ſure I found it fo very long before I could maſter them, and that 
4 education moſt difficult ; were it not ſo, there conld not be that difference of ; ny m Chriſtian 

eligion, all allowing the Bible for the Rule of Faith, the Papiſfs themſelves do not rejett it, but 
add t9 it the authority of the Church. I rverily believe there are thouſands of Papiſts, Lutherans, 
Calviniſts, both Learned and Religions, who would lay down their lives for the truth they profeſs, 
and yet are divided in opinion meerly by education, having in their youth ſo imprinted their own 
opinions in their mind, as you may ſooner ſeparate their body, than their opinion from their Soul. 
Nay, I have heard, that among the Turks there are many wiſe and moderate perſons that are as zea- 
lows to maintain their ridiculous A\coran as we our Bible ; which cannot proceed from any thing 


but _— byaſs of education, which ſo wheels about and intoxicates their brain. And to ſay - 
Somenhat more particular of our own Nation here, Thoſe that have been educated in that way as to ſit 


at the Communion, and baptize their Children without the Croſs. had rather omit th:ſe Sacraments, 
than uſe Keeling or the Croſs ; and thoſe that have been educated in Kneeling and Croſſing, though 
they acknowledze they are meer Ceremonies indifferent, yet had rather omit the Sacraments, thai 
omit the Ceremonies, juſt as if a man had rather ſtarve than eat bread baked ina Pay, becauſe he 
hath uſed bread baked in an Oven. So that Religion in many is really but their humour, fancy paſ* 
feth for reaſon, and cnſtom is more prevalent than any argument. This is the thing which makes me 
fear I ſhall meet with very few that will calmly and inaifferently conſider what Inrite, but will pre- 
ſently ſtartle at it as new and croſs to their Genims, or to their intereſt, or their reputation, which 
they value above all, I mean the eſteem and kindnſs of their beſt friends and acquaintance, whoſe 
taunts and reproach they cannot bear ; but I humbly beſeech them to pauſe a while, and lay it by till 


the paſſion be over, till they have maſtered all theſe difficulties. Tbeſeech them to ſet before their 


eyes the beauty, the honour, the ſtedfaſtneſs of Truth, the comfort, the delight, the everlaſting feli- 
city of a clear and rettified Conſcience ; then reſume it and conſider again. But they cry Piſh, *tis 
not worth it, *tis aridiculous toy, and ſavours ſomething of the Seftarian : I grant there are ſome 
things amons the Settarians T approve of, I will not rejett and condemn any" truth uttered, or any 


| good ation performed, though ſaid and done by the Devil, I conſider the things, and if 200d, em- 


brace them, whoever utters them, though I deteſt his errors in other things : Tou will ſay the ſame ; 


then I beſcech you do the ſame; conſider what T ſay ſimply in it ſelf, whether the Papiſts or Ana- 
baptiſts ſay the ſame, it matters not, I hope you will not rejett Chriſt, becauſe they both profeſs 
him, But if after all your ſerious, patient, unbiaſt conſideration, you find it an erroneous contem- 
ptible Pamphlet, yet contemn not the perſon that wrote it in the ſincerity of his heart, leſt you re- 
» from Chriſt, who hath aſſured us, that ſhall be his rule, to mete unto 


cerve the ſame meaſure again 
2 the like, Chriſt died for the ſalvation of my poor ſoul as well as yours, contemn it not there- 


fore, but endeavour to rettific it ; if God hath grven you more knowledge and wiſdom than me, be 
not high-minded but fear, and let him that ſtands, take heed leſt he fall. Thus I pray for 


ou, do you th- like for m', and hovever we differ in Opinion, let us accord in Charity, and in 


Chriſt Teſus the Redeemer of us all. Amen. 


Concerning 


(1:) 


SESSSSSSSISIASESIASESSULES 


Concerning Articles of Faith. 


__H: which we commonly call the Apoſtles Creed, if it were not Compoſed 

| by them, yer certainly by Primitive and Apoſtolick Men, and propoſed 
4 as the Summ of Chriſtian Faith, the Summ total neceſſary to Salyation ; 
It can't be ſuppoſed they left out any thing which they thought neceſſary 
WY to Salvation, they might as well have omitted halfor all: as one Com- 
L741) mandment broken is the ſame in effett with all, ſoone neceſſary Principle 
Ty of Faith denyed, Cancels all, and ſhuts out from Heaven. When I ſpeak 
ay of believing the Apoſtles Creed, I do not mean, that we believe all there 


Apoſtles Compoſed that Creed; but we are ſure all that is in that Creed is evident inScripture 
to any common underſtanding ; therefore we believe all with a Divine Faith. But I mention 
this Creed only, to ſhew that the Primitive Church received this as the Summ total of Faith ne- 
ceſſary toSalvation ; why not now? Is the ſtate of Salvation altered? If it becompleat, what 
needs any other Article z You would have Men improve in Faith, ſo would 1, but rather intenſive 
than extenſive, to confirm it rather thanenlargeit: One found grain of Muſtard-ſeed is berrer 
than a buſhel of unſound chafhe ſtuff. *Tis good to know all Goſpel-Truths, and to belieye 
them, nodoubt of that ; but the Queſtion is not what is good, but what is neceſſary. 1 pray 
remember the Treaſurer to Candace, Q:1cen of Ethiopia, whom Philip inſtrutted in the Faith ; his 
time of Catechizing was very ſhort ; and ſoon proceeded to Baptiſm. Burt Phlip firſt required a 
Confeſſion of his Faith, and the Eunuch made it, andI beſeech you Obſerver ; I believe that Peſua 
Chrift is the Son of God: and ſtraitway he was Baptized. How ? no more than this! no more; this 
little grain of Faith being ſound, believed with all his heart, purchaſed the Kingdom of Heaven: 
Had he believed the whole Goſpel with half his heart, it had been of leſs value in the ſight of God 
"tis not the Quantity, but the Quality of our Faith God requireth. Bur ſure the Eunuch was more 
fully Inſtrufted ; it way be you are ſure of it, butl could never yer meet with any aſſurance of 
It, nor any great probability of it; I am ſyre he ſaw Philipno more, andI amfſure Philp required 
na more, but baptized him on this, and had the Exinuch departed this Life in the fameinſtant thar 
Philip parted from him, I believe have better aſſurance that this faith would have faved the Eu 
nuch,than any Man hath that he ever was taught more: See 1 Fohn 4.2. Every ſpirit that conf-ſſeth 
that Feſws Chriſt is coms in the Fleſh, is of God: but the more the better ſtill I grant,though no more 
neceſſary. Haſt thou more Faith, have it to thy ſelf before God, happy is he who condemneth not 
himſelf in the thing which he alloweth ; happy is he who is thankful ro God for having received 
much, and deſfpiſeth nor him that hath received little: God diſpenſeth his gifts and graces ac- 
cording to his free Will and Pleaſure, nor doth he require more of any Man than according to 
the proportion he hath given, nomore ſhould we, 

| hing hath cauſed more miſchief inthe Church than the eſtabliſhing new and many Articles 
of Faith, and requiring all to aſſent unto them. Tam willing to believe that zealous menendea- 
youred this with pious intentions to promote that which they conceived Truth ; but by impoſing 
« onthe diſſenters, cauſed furious Wars, and lamentable Blood ſhed _ Chriſtians, Brother 
Fighting againſt Brother, and Murthering each other. Can there be any thing more irrational 
than to endeavour to promote the truth of the Goſpel contrary to the Laws of the Goſpel ?' to 
breakan evident Commandment to eſtabliſh a doubtful Truth? I ſay, doubrful to him on whom 
it is irppoſed, though ſeeming clear to him that impoſes it. If it were fully expreſs'din Scripture- 
words, there would need no newExpreſlion,no new Article ifit be not fully expreftin Scriprure, 
butdeduc'd from Scripture-Expreſſions, then what one Man thinks clearly deduc'd,another may 
think not ſoz I mean, not another ignorant and weak, but as learned, and as able. What more 
common than in Divinity and Philoſophy Schools ? One cries, this is a clear Demonſtration ; ano= 
ther cries, no ſuch matter, bur flatly denies it. Mens underſtanding are as various as their Speech 
or their Countenance, otherwiſe it were impoſſible there ſhould be ſo many underftanding and 
moderate, yea, and conſcientious Men alſo, Papiſts, Lutherane, Calviniſts, all in fuch Oppoſition 
one againſt another, all believing Scripture, yet (6 differing in the deduCtipns from Scripture, 
Truly Ithink him very defective in Charity, however he abound in Faith, who thinks all Papifts, 
or Latherens, or Calviniſts maliciouſly or wilfully blind. 

- As for my part, I think nothing can be more clearly deduc'd from Scripture,nothing more 
_ in Scripture,nothing more ſuitable to Natural Reaſon,than that no Man ſhould be forc'd 
to believe, for no Man can be forc'd to believe ; you may force a Man to ſay this or that, burtnor 
to believe it, Firſt; as to Reaſon : If you bring a Man an evident Demonſtration, and he hath a 
Brain to underſtand your Demonſtration, he can't bur affent toit, If you hold a clear Printed 
Book witha cleat Candle toa Man of clear Eys and able to Read, he will cerrainly Read; but if 
the Prin be nor clear, or the Candle or his Sight not clear, or he not Learned to Read, can your 
force make him Read? And jult ſoit is withour underſtanding, which is the Eye of our Soul, and 
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5 
a demonſtration being as a Candle to give Light z if then your demonſtration or deduCtion, or his 
underſtanding be ridt clear, or he nor learned, you may with a'Club daſh otit his brains, butnever 
clear them. He then that believes the Scripture, can't bur believe what you clearly demonſtrate 
from Scripture, if he hath clear brains ; if he hath not, your force may puzle and pudle his brains 
more by the paſſion of anger and hatred, make him abhor you and your arguments, bur never 
lovingly embrace you or them : and thus you may hazard his Soul by hatred, and your own Soul 
alſo by provoking him to it, but never ſave his Soul by a true belief. Bur perchance you will con- 
clude, hedoth not believe the Scripture, becauſe he doth not believe your arguments from Scrip- 
ture; (a ſtrange concluſion) bur what then? would you, can you force him to believe the Scrip- 
ture? can you drive Faith like a nail into his head or heart with a hammer ? nay, tis not in a mans 
own power to make himſelf believe any thing farther than his reaſon ſhews him, much leſs divine 
things; this is the peculiar work of Grace; and if Faith be the gift of God,your argument cannor 
give it, nor your Hammer force it ; Arguments may be good Inducements, and if righty will pre- 
vail with thoſe to believe whom God hath ordained to Eternal Life, bur no other ; Preaching the 
Word is the means God himſelt hath appointed, but as for force, 1 can't find in the Goſpel either 
commandment or countenance piven for it. If the Scripture command to ſpeak the truth in love, 


* to inſtruct our Brother in the ſpirit of meekneſs, if we are to pray and beſcech him to rective the 


grace of God, can any thing be more contrary to Scripture Rule, than force and violence? to 
what purpo'e then is force, ſince it cannot make him believe the Goſpel? and ifhe doth believe 
the Goſpel, he will, Iam ſure, he cannot chuſe but believe whar you clearly ſhew him is contain- 
ed there (iuppoſing his brain to be clear); andIam allo ſure, ifhe believe whats clearly contain- 
ed, he need not believeany thing elſe. The Scriptureis our Rule of Faith complear and full, the 
Scripture it (elf tells us ſo, Fohn 20.31. Theſe things are written —_—_ might believe, and believi 

ye might have life ; and our Saviour tells us, That 3n them we have Eternal Life, Fohn 5.39. and the 


2 Tim.3.15. St. Paxl tells us, The Scriptures are able to make «wiſe unto Salvation through Faith, 


which 1s in CLyiſt Feſus ; all Scripture is given by inſþ1ration of God, and is —_—_ for dottrin, for re- 
proof, for corrett;on, for inſirutt;on in righteouſneſs, that the man o! God may be perfett, throughly fur- 
nſhed unto all good works. And I beſeechall men further to conſider whar is ſaid, Dext. 12.32, Thou 
ſhalt not add thereto nor d miniſh from it ; and likewiſe how they will avoid the Curfe in the laſt of 
the R-v-lations, if they add to the words there written z and ſurely 'ris the ſame Crime to add to 
any other Book of Scripture, If it be anſwered, They do not require us to believe it tobe Scripture. 
1reply, They require men to believe it as Scripture,with Divine Faith, which is as bad, they make 
their own words equal with Gods word ; or if they ſay, they require not Divine Faith, thenlam 
re it is no-matter of Salyation. whether believe it or no, humane Faith cannor fave, Thus you 
ſee how impertinent, how irratioval, how immpious it is, to require a man to believe any thing 
more than 1s clearly contained .in Scripture ; and if it be clearly contained there,he that believes 
Scriptureand (ces it clearly contained there, can't but believe it ; if he donor ſee ir clearly con- 
tained there, you.can't force either his ſight or his Faith. Your force may make him blinder, but 
never ſee clearer, may make him an Hypocrite, no true Convert. | 4 
_.. Again, Idcſire all Men ſoberly to conſider.. . Are not the prime and moſt neceſſary Principles 
f Faith, the Trivity, three Perſons and one God, the Incarnation of Jeſus Chriſt, the ſame 
perſon tobe God and Man, the ReſurreRion of the Dead, that we ſhall riſe with the ſame Bo- 
dy, :whenone Budy may be caten and converted into ſeveral Bodies, and ſuch like :* Are they 
not: things far above the higheſt reaſon and ſharpeſt underſtanding that ever had Man ; yet we 
believe them, becauſe God ( who cannotlye) hath declared them: is it nor then a- ſtrange 
thing for any Man to take upon him to declare one tittle more of them than God hath declared, 
ſeeing we underſtand not what js declared; 1mean we have no comprehenſive knowledge of the 
matter declared, but only a believing knowledge, our Faith not our Reaſon reaches it : the A- 
poſiles by the Scriptures teach us this, not the Schools by Syllogiſmes. If then our Reaſon un- 
derſtands not what is declared, how can we by Reaſon make any deduction by way of Argu- 
ment from that which we underſtand not ? As for Example. Some hold, that the Holy Ghoſt 
proceeds from the Father and the Son ; ſome, that he proceeds from the Father by the Son. 1 
pray, doth any Man underſtand how the Holy Ghoſt proceeds from the Father, from the Son, 
or by the Son? no certainly, how then can he affirm or believe a tiztle more of the Holy Ghoſt, 
than the Holy Ghoſt hath declared? Secing, asI ſaid, He underſtands not at all what is decla- 
red. Diſcourſe muſt be of things intelligible, though Faith believes things nor intelligible. 
Can any man prove, that rotation and circulation are all one, who underſtands not what 
rotation or circulation is? the like may be faid of proceſſion or miſſion of the Holy Ghoſt 
The Scripture plaialy tells, That rhe Holy Gholt proceeds from, the Father, and thar he is ſent 
by the Father, that he is ſent alſo by the Son but whether he proceeds from the Son or' by the 
Son, the Scripture is ſilent, and Lam therefore ignorant, having no knowledgeat all of any .Di- 
vine Myſterics but from the Scriptures. Igranr, that by rational deduCtions and humane wa 
of argumenting, 'tis probable, rhatthe Holy Ghoſt proceeds from the Son as from the Father; 
butif in Divine matters we once give way to humane deductions, a cunning Sophiſter may ſoon 
lead a weak Diſputant into many Errors. By humane deductions you may infer, that the 
Son is inferiour to the Father as begotten by him, the Holy Ghoſt inferiour ro both, being fenr 
by both; with us the leſs is ſent by the greater ; by humane deduCtion from three diſtin per- 
ſons you may prove three diſtin ſubſtances ; 1 hope you will make no ſich inferences in the 
Divine Perſons, Again, what'a bufineſs have the School-Men made about theſe words of our 
Sayi- 
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Saviour; Thi is my Body : with their predicatum, and ſubjetum, and copulz, and individuun 
varum, in the Pronoun This. Innumerable are their intricate Impertinencies in this marrer, 
and in their concluſions ; The Papiſts hold Chriſt to be preſent in the Sacrament Nranſubſtanti- 
aliter; the Lutherans , Conſubſtantialiter; the Calviniſts, Sacramentaliter ; and yer all confels 
they underſtand none of theſe ways ; as St. Paw! fairh, Deſiring to be Teachers they wnderſtand 
not what they ſay, n:ither whereof they affirm, 1 Tim. 1.7. Had the Scripture affirmed any cf theſe 
ways, We ought to have ſubmitted our Reaſon in things above Reaton though we underſtand 
them nor, and *ris reaſonable foro do ; but to goabour to prove by reaſon what is above rea- 
fon, is wonderful ; and to diſcourſe of what we underitand nor, 1s doubtleſs a ſpice of madneſs, 
and the concluſions we draw from ſuch diſcourſes, mult needs be very dangerous, we following 
che ignem fatuwm, the uncertain light of Humane reaſon in Divine matters, ſo totally beyond 
our reach: Wherefore we have noother ſafe way to ſpeak of Divine matters but in Scripture 
Language, «pſſſimis verbis, wich the very ſame words, according to that, 2 Tim. 1. 13. Hold faſt 
the form of ſound words which thow haſt heard of me in Fa'th : Mark, Held faſt not only the mat- 
cr of Faith, bur the forms of ſound words, theſe are ſafe; humane words in divine and high My- 
ſteries are dangerous ; Man can no more ſet them forth in humane words, than expre:s the Di- 
vine ſubſtance by humane painting, 'tis the ſole work of the Holy Ghoſt whois alſo Divine. 

There hath not been a greater plague to Chriſtian Religion than School-Divinity, where 
men rake upon them the liberty to propoſe new Queſtions, make nice diſtinctions and raſh con- 
clufions of Divine matrers, toſſing them up and down with their Tongues like Tennis-Balls; and 
from hence proceed all the dangerous Herefſies, and cruel bickerings about them, falling from 
words to blows. The firſt Divinity School we read of, was ſetup at Alexanaria by Pantenm, 
and from thence ſoon aftcr ſprang forth that damnable Herefſie of the Arrians, which over-ran 
all Chriſtendom, and was the cauſe of deſtruftion to many Millions of Chrittians both Body 
and Soul. The Herefies before this were ſo groſs and ſenſual, that none took them up bur diſ- 
ſolute or frantick people, and ſoon vaniſh't; but after this School ſubtile way of arguing was 
broughr into Chrittianity, Hereſie grew more refined, and fo ſubrile, that the plain and Pious 
Fathers of the Church knew not how to lay hold of it andreprelſs it, the School diftintions and 
evaſions quite baffled them : and thefe Sophiſters, proud of their conqueſt, triumphed and car= 
ried away a ſpecious apptarance of Truth as well as Learning, (or rather cunning) infomuch 


-that many godly perions were alſo deluded and fell in untothem, and many of their Hereſies 


continue unto this day. This great bane of the Church took ir's riſe from hence ; Many. of 
the Primitive DoCtors and Fathers being converted from Heatheniſme, aud having by long 
and great Induſtry acquired much knowledge in natural Philoſophy, Antiquity, Hiſtory, and 
ſubtile Logick or Sophiſtry, were very unwilling ta abandon quite theſe their long ſtudied and 


dearly beloved Sciences, ( falſly fo called) and therefore tranſlated them inro Chriſtianity, 
applying their School terms, diſtintions, Syllogiſmes, &c.. to Divine matters ; intending 
perchance, through indiſcreer zeal, to illuſtrate and imbelliſh Chriſtian knowledg with ſuch 


artificial forms and figures, bur rather defaced and ſpoyled it ; which the Wiſdom of Sr. Paxl 
well fore-ſaw, and therefore forewarned us of it; Col. 2. 8. Beware'left any Man ſpoile you 


through Philoſophy and vain deceit, after th: tradition of Men, _ the Rudiments of the World, 


and not after Chriit, 1 humbly conceive it had been far better for them, and all Chriſtendom, 
had they determined with St. Paul, to know nothing. but Chriſt and him Cracified; and not to 
intermingle Mans Wiſdome and excellency of ſpeech with Divine Knowledge and Scripture 
Doftrine, which is to be taught by the demonſtration of the Spirit and of Power, as is ſet forth, 
I Cor. 2.-not with Logical Syllogiſms and Sophiſtical Enthymems ; for as the Wiſdome of God 
was fooliſhneſs to the Grecks and Gentiles, ſo the Wiſdome of the Greeks and Gentiles was 
fooliſbneſs to God, and deſtruftion to his Church z who by the fooliſhneſs of Preaching had 
overcome all their Wiſdom, and captivated their underſtandings in obedience to the Faith, 


Burt when the Chriſtian Dottors left this plain, and ſimple way of Preaching, and fell ro cun- 


ning diſputing, introducing new forms of ſpeech and nice expreſſions of their own coyning, 
ſome approving, ſome oppoſing them, great Diſcords, Wars and Confuſions ſoon followed. Had 
that Prudent and moſt Pious Conſtantine the firſt and beſt of Chriſtian Emperours, had he 
purſued his own intentions to ſuppreſs all diſputes and all new queſtions of God the Son, both 
Homoonfian and Homoiouſcon, and commanded all to acquieſce in the very Scripture expreſſions 
without any addition, 1am confident the Arrian Hereſie had ſoon expired ; but by continual 
diſputation the heat of Paſſion was raiſed, and the matter purſued with tar more violence, which 
atlength grew intorancour and malice irreconcileable : For ſome godly Biſhops (I humbly 
conceive more zeatous than diſcreet) would not reſt ſatisfied unleſs the Arrians were forced ci- 
rher to ſubſcribe to the new word Homooxſran, or to quit their Livings ; and this cauſed that 
great Perſecution againſt the Orthodox, where the Arrians prevailed ; whereas by ſilence im- 


Poſed on all parties, the Malice, Rancor, Perſecution, War, all had been prevented, and the 


Trath ſpoken in love, would at length moſt probably have prevailed: For, was uot the Goſpel 
at firſt planred this way ? Preaching, and Praying Men to receiveit? by this way of weakneſs 
it prevailed; for thr weak things of God are ſtronger than Men. But when Men will be wiſer 
thanGod, and in their fooliſh Wiſdome think ir fir to add their ſtrength ro Gods weakneſs, asa 
ſpeedier and ſurer way to eſtabliſh the Truth, God to convince them of their folly, ſuffers that 
ſtrong Man the Enciny of the Goſpel ( whom none but his Almighty Arm can bind and Maſter) 
to come and ſow his rares of diviſion which ſoon over-runs the good iced of the Church, and 
brings all co Confuſion, Bur 


But what then? would 1 have all heretical Opinions broach'd and ſpread abroad withouc any 
controul? Are not Princes and Magiſtrates to be Nurſing Fathers unto the Church? muſt they 

not add the Power of the Sword to that of the Word ? Not hold the Sword in vain,but for the puniſi - 

ment of evil D»ers, 8c? Ali this I grant, and defire as much as any man, that both Prince and 

Paſtor would hold faſt the Faith once deltvered to the Saints, fully declared and contained in Scrip- 

ture; ler them ſuffer no new DoCtrin to be ſeton foot, certainly ſuperfluous, (the Scripture 

being allſufficient) and probably dangerous, as being of Man, and not of God, who having given 

us a compleat Rule of Faith and Life, by his Prophets, Apoſtles, and his only Son, we have no 

reaſon to believe any new Dottrin proceeds from him; therefore St. Pasl is very bold, and crieth 

out, If an An;el from Heaven Preach unto you any other Goſpel than is already preached,let him be ac- 

curſed. The Magiſtrate then is to countenance and protect the Paſtor preaching the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, tofilence, oppoſe, puniſh all that preach any thing contrary, or not clearly contained in 

the Goſpel. Hereſies never art firſt appear in their own natural ſhape, but diſguiſed with ſpecious 

pretences drawn from ſome obſcure places of Scripture, capable of various Interpretations, and 

thus having gotten footing, by degrees they lay aſide their diſguiſes, and march on bare-fac'd. 

Therefore both Paſtor and Magiſtrate ought to be very watchful, and oppoſe all beginnings ever 

ſo ſpecious, as dangerous, or at leaſt ſuperfluous, as I ſaid. Let the Paſtors at firſt endeavour by 

plain and ſound Dottrin to ſtop the mouths of Gainſayers ; bur if theſe turbulent ſpirits will nor 

be ſtopt, neither by Admonitions nor Entreaties, then ler the Paſtors proceed to the Power of 
the Keys ; which, wereit uſed with that Gravity and Severity as it was in the Primitive times, 

would have great effect ; that it is, were it uſed in a ſolemn Aſſembly, by the Reverend Biſhop and 

his Clergy, (not by Lay-Chancellors and their Surrogates) and the perſon Excommunicated and 

ſhut out of the Church, were likewiſe excluded from all Converſation and Commerce, every one 

ſhunning his company as a perſon infeCted with the Plague, (ſoit was of Old, and ſoit ought to 

be now, and ſo it would be now, if men madeany conſcience of their ways) this I am confident 

would reduce many a one : But if after this any perſevere in their perverſneſs, then the Magiſtrate 
may doubtleſs by his Power, uſed with Chriſtian moderation, endeavour to ſtop the ſpreading of 
the Contagion, and do what in wifdom he thinks meet to preſtrve the purity and peace of Church 
and Stare, urging againſt them that Scripture, Haſt tho Faith, have it to thy ſelf before Gad, Rom. 

14-22. Or that, Grve none offence neither to the Jew nor ta the Gentile, nor to the Church of Gog,1 Cor. 
10.32. Or that, Gal.5.12. I would they were even cut off that trouble you. St, Paul was not here in 
jeſt, but in great earneſt, as appears by his continued fervency all along this Epiſtle ; and doubt- 
leſs he means not here a cutting off from the Church by way of Excommunication, for that was 
in his own power todo ; why then ſhould he wifh it 2 nay, they had cut themſelves off from the 
Church e ; certainly then he means a cutting off by the Civil Power, which then was Hea- 
then, and therefore St, Paw! would not have it made uſe of by Chriſtians ; for he would not allew 
chem to appeal to unbelieving Magiſtrates, no nor in Civil things, 1 Cer.6, much leſs in Spirityal 
things. Wherefore when St, Pax wiſhes they were cut off, he wiſhes there were a fitring Power, 
thar 18a Chriſtian Magiſtrate to pyniſh or baniſh thoſe that trquble the Church of Chriſt with De- 
Qrins apparently contrary tqthe clear Text, and ſuch as are deſtructive ta Chriſtianity ; I dare 
gonofuther. Bur as for thoſe who keep their erroneous Opinians to themſelves, wha neither 
publiſh nor praRtife any thing to the diſturbance of the Church or State, but only refuſe tg can- 
form to the Churches eftabhfhed Doftrin or Diſciplin,pardon me if 1 ſay;that really I cannat find 
any warrant ,or ſq much as any hint from the Goſpel, to uſe any Force to compel them; ang fram 
Reaſon fure there is no motive toufe Force ; becauſe, (as I ſhewed before) Force.can's make 
a man believe your Doftrin, but only as an Hypocrite, Profeſs what he believes nat. - 

E know full well there is a common Obedtion againſt this, taken from St, Axſtiv, who was 
long of my Opinion, but ſeems to be altered on this occaſion. Some Hereticks Danatiſts, came 
to him in his latter days and gave thanks,thaf the Civil Power was made uſe of to reſtrain them; 
confeſfing, that was the means which brought them to conſider more calmly their own farmer 
extravagant Opinions, and fo brotight therh home ta the true Church. This ObjeCtion is eaſily an- 
ſwered. Firſt, the Donatifts are well known to have been a Sect, not only erroneous in Judgmene, 
bur very turbulent” jn Behaytour, always in ſeditious praCtices; and in that caſe I ſhew'd before 
how the Civil Magiftrate may proceed to Puniſhment; but our caſe is not in repreſſing ſeditious 
PraCtices, but enforcing a Canfeffion of Faith, quite of another nature. Then ſecondly,ta anſwer 
more particularly this ſtory, 1 ftippoſe there js no man ſuch a ſtranger to the warld, as tobe igno- 
rant has there are Hypocrites in it ; and ſuch (for ought we know ) theſe ſeeming canverted Ber 
natiſts might be,yyho for love of this World more than for love of the Truth,forſook their heretical 
Profeſſion, though not their Opinion'; who, conſcious to themſelves of their own diſlimulation, 
arddcfirons t9 ger favor with St. Aſtin, a Perſon of great Veneration and Authority with all, re- 
lared unto him this ſpecious Story, which St. A»ftin's great Charity was apt to believe,as St. Paul 
ſtith, believerh atl things ; and from hence concludeth, that it might be lawfulto uſe the Power af 
the Civil Sword to reduce Herericks tothe Church. But unleſs it can be evidenced that thefe Da- 
ave 6 Hearcs were changed as well as their Profeſſion,(a thing impoſſible to prove)all this praves 
nothing. Thirdly, Pur the Caſe their Hearts were really cd as to matter of Belief, 'tis evi- 


dent their Hearts were very wordly ſtill, groveling on the Earth,not one ſtep nearer Heaven; aur 
Saviour faith, fn evil Tree can't bring forth good Fruit, and ſure their Heart wasevil, which was 
far more moved for the quiet enjayment of this Worlds good, than for the bleſſed enjoymenc 
of Chriſt, Fourthly, Though we farcher grant, that the pruning of the Magiſtrates Sword did 


really 


- r 
=o we 
6 1 Way He 


(5) | 
really corre the vitiouſneſs of the Tree, and made it bring forth ſome good Fruit, yet ſhall 
we do cvit, that good may come of it ? God forbid, faithSt. Paul. Put the caſe Melchw had been 
converted by St. Peters cutting off his Ear, this would not have excuſed St. Peters att, which our 
Saviour ſo ſharply reprovedand threatned with periſhing by the Sword, and gave him the rea- 
ſon why he ought not to uſe the Sword in his cauſe ; Thinkeſt thou that 7 cannot Pray unto my Fa- 
ther, and be will preſently give me more than Twelve Legions of Angels? Canſt thou doany thing 
more prejudicial to the honor of my God-head, than tothink I want the help of Man todefend 
me? And according to this may our Saviour fay ; Thinkeft thou that I cannot pray unto my Fa- 


| ther, and he ſhall give me more than Twelve Millions of Souls to Worſhip my Name ?- or canſt 


thoudo any thing toeclipſe more the power and glory of the Goſpel, which 1 have ordained to 
be ſer up by weakneſs and fooliſhneſs of Preaching, and thereby to ſubdue both the wiſdom of 
the Greeks, and the powerof the Gentiles: As I my ſelf have conquered all Enemies by Preach- 
ing and ſuffering, fo mnſt my Diſciples tread in my ſteps. And juſt ſo we find that the Goſpel 
was moſt miraculouſly advanced over all the World by Preaching and Suffering for ir, not by 
ling others toit. "Tis evident that upon Preaching of the Goſpel, as many as were or- 
dained to God by Eternal Life, believed ; and ſurely thoſe who are not ordained by God to E- 
ternal Life, can never be brought thither by the ordinance or power of Man : Whereſore when 
the Miniſters have Preached and Prayed, they have performed all they cando, thereſt muſt be 
left to the Juſtice or Mercy of God, who hat h mercy on whom he will have mercy, aud whom he will 
he hardeneth; ſo, that the ſharpeſt Sword in this World ſhall enter their hard heart more than an 
Adamant. 
All this I ſay in reference to compelling Men to believe or conform, ſtill reſerving to the Ma- 
giſtrate power, according to Scripture, To puniſh evil doers, notevil believers, not who think, 
but do publiſh or do practice ſomething to ſubvert the Fundamentals of Religion, or diſturb the 
Peace of the State, or injure their Neighbor. God, the only ſearcher of hearts, reſerves unto 
himſelf the puniſhment of evil thoughts, of evil belief, which Man can never have a right cog- 
nhizance of, for the greateſt Profeſſor may be the greateſt Atheiſt, But the Magiſtrate ſhall con- 
ceive he hath ſufficient warrant to puniſh allo evil believers, and ſhall proceed tro execution, or 
on that pretence ſhall puniſh true believers ; the Scripture is moſt clear, that the Subject is bound 
to ſubmit and bear it with all Chriſtian parience, to the loſs of Goods, Liberty, or Life, not 
only patiently to bearir, but rejoyce init; and I am ſure if he hath any tfue Religion, andrighe 
underſtanding in him, he will rejoyce on his own behalf, becaufe his rewards exceeding great 2 
Therefore whoever under pretenceof Religionraiſes any Tumult, or takes up Armes againſt the 
any gg to preſerve himſelf from perſecution, abſolurely declares himſelf, either a ſtark Fool, 
or a ſtark Atheiſt ; either he believes there is noſuch reward, or is mad to reject the opportuni 
of gaining it; and fo ar the beſt is fit for Bedlaw; atthe worſt for the Gallowes; now let him 


chooſe, - 
" An Appendix to the former Subjett; 


Efore [leave this matter of impoſing new Articles of Faith, deſire toſpeaka word of 
two concerning the Authority of Councels and Fathers in relation to it. - | 

When the Superſtitions and the Abuſes of the Popiſh Church,” eſpecially in the matter 
of Indwlgences grew (o very groſs, as not Fonger to be endured, Luther, Melanithon,Occ Ms, 
Bacer, and divers others oppoſed them, and coming tb diſpute with their Adverſaries about theſe 
things,the Popiſh Doors having no Scripture for their Errors; quoted ſeveral Fathers and Coun | 
cils, ro give countenance unto them. The Ewvangelital Doflors ( {6 called, becanſe they chiefly 
urged Evangeline the Goſpel for the defence of their Dottrine Y were ttwoſt of thetn bred up from 
their Infancy in the Popiſh-Church, and therein tanghr even ro adore all Councils and Fathers, 
and (education being of great force tocommand and awe both the Wills and Jud ts of Men) 
made then very ſhic and trimorous to rejeCt that authofiry, which they had long reverenced,; in 
thodeſty therefore ſome of the Evangelical Doftors were content to admit the Authority of Fa- 
thers and Councils for three or four of the firſt Centuries, ſome admitrred five or ſix, whereby =P 
werereduced ſdmetimes to great ſtreights in their Diſputations ; for though neither all nor 
the Popiſh Errots can be found in the Councils and Fathers of theſe Centuries, yer ſome of them 
were crept very early into the Church. This Superſtition of the Crof and Chryſae were inuſe in 
the ſecond Century : The Alenery Error got footing about that time ; the neceſiity of Infants 
receiving the Bleſſed Sacrament of the Lords Supper came in ſoon after: Abont the fourth Cen= 
tury there was ſome touches in Oratory Sermons by way of Rhetorical Ejacalations like pray- 


- ing to Saints, but long after came to be formally uſed as now in Churches ; and fo Superſtitions 


catnein ſome at one rime, and ſome at another, The Papiſts themſelves do not receive alt thefe 
Errors, bat reje& ſome, as that of the Milenaries, and the neceflity of Infants receiving the 
Lords Supper. Now I ask firſt the Papiſts by what rule they retain ſome of theſe things, 
and rejet others ? Secondly, I ask+the Evangelical, by what rule they fubmit to the Autho- 
rity of ſome Centuries, and refuſe 6thers? Both will anſwer nie, Becauſe they believe ſome 
to be erroneous, ſorhe to be Orthodox. Whereby 'tis evident that neither ſubmit to the Fa- 
thers Authority, as commanding their Judgments, bur receive their Opinions as agrecing 
with their Judgments, this is cvidently true -_ clearly rational, and fully agrees with the Rules 
7 given 


” — 


«BY 
given by ſome of the Fathers, asSt. Cyprian and St. Auſtiy, two as: generally and as deſervedly 
reverenced asany in the Chriſtian Church. . St, Cypriaxtells us,, thatthe yery Prepoſitz(which 
wecall Biſhop) is to be guided by his own reaſon and conſcience, and is reſponſible only to God 
for his Doctrine. St. Auſtzptells us, thar he ſubmits to no Dottor of the Church ever ſolearned, 
cyer ſo holy, any further than he proves his Doctrine by Scripture or, reaſon, and deſires none 
ſhould do otherwiſe by him; this is plain andrational dealing; had the Evangelical Dottors taken 
this courle in the beginning, they had ſaved themſelves from many intricate troubles with their 
in-bred over-revence to antiquity entangled them in: But ſure they needed not have been ſo ſeri 
pulous in this matter, ſeeing there is ſcarce any one Father whoſe. Authority the Papiſts them- 
{elves donot in ſome particular or other rejett, though other whiles when he ſpeaks for them, 
they try it up tothat height, as if it were evena matter of Damnatiqn not to ſubmit untoit. I 
fay not this as if I would have Antiquity wholly rejected, by.no means, but to conlult the Fathers 
with great regard as Expoſitors of Scriptures, and attentively obſerve what they ſhew us from 
thence. , I amnot of thoſe who admire the great knowledge in divine matters revealed in this 
later Age of the World, I do got think there are any now {> likely to diſcover the truth of Goſpel 
myſteries as thoſe of antient days. As for that ſaying, fp ſet on a Giants ſhoulder, may ſec 
more than the Giant ; pardon meif I call ita ſhallow and filly fancy, nothing to our purpoſe ; for 
our queſtion is not of ſeeing more, but of the clear diſcerning and judging thoſe things we all ſee, 
but are in doubt what they mean; if a Pigme and a Giant ſcea Beaſt at a miles diſtance, and are 
indiſpute whether it bea Horſe or an Ox, the Pigme ſer on the Giant ſhoplder, is never the near- 
er diſcerning what it is, which dependson the ſharpnels of ſight, not the height of his ſhoulders: 
Now rhat the antient and holy Fathers of the Church were more ſpiritual, and conſequently 
ſharper ſighted in ſpiritual things than we carnal creatures of this hater age, Is evident by their 
Spiritual holy Lives : The uatural Man receiveth not the things of the Sp'rit of God, neither can he 
know thery becauſe they are. ſpiritually diſcerned, 1 Cor. 2.14. And how natural, how carnal, how 
purblind we are, 18 too too viſible. Beſides, a purblind.man near the abject, will diſcern it better 
than a much ſharper ſight at greater diſtance as we are; For if you ask thoſe lofty conceited 
Pigmes, why they give more credit tothe Fathers of the ſecond and third Century, than to thoſe 
of the ſixth or ſeventh 4 they apſwer, Becauſe thoſe that lived nearer the days of Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, are likelier go know, gheir minds better than thoſe of remoter and corrupred Ages; the 
reaon.is good, but mightily confounds thoſe who live at the very foot of the Hill inthe valley of 
darkneſs andall lnignity,and therefore not ſolikely to diſcern the truthof the Doctrine of Chriſt, 
Preach'tonthetop of Moung Stpy, as choſe who lived in higher alcents. Wherefore I ſhall always 
hearken with-daereverence. unto what thoſe Primitive Holy Fathers deliver, and the mare holy 
and morcantient, doubtleſs, more to be regarded, And yer ſecing that Irenews, and before him 
Papias, beld to bea Diſciple of St. foburhe Apoſtle, taught the error of the Milrnaries, rejected 
now by all the Church, why might not others do ſo as well as they ? and therefore there can be 
no certainty of their Doctrine farther than they ſhew us clearly from Scripture, which ought to 
be our only Rule of Faith, as Iſhewed before. But in-any. point of Religion, either of Faith or 
Diſcipline, if after diligent and humble earch of Scripture, the matter be doubrful, then certain- 
ly. t would fo much reverence Antiquity as to embrace-what I found approved of by the greater 


number of Antient Fathers; and what I found generally. approved by them, though yn 
judgment did much incline tothe contrary, yet 1 would receive it, unleſs it appeared to # Ck 
ly oppokite to $6ripture, which we believe to be the Word of God; then it were damnatien in me 
to farſake that, and hearkey to the words of, Fathers on earth, or Angels coming from Heaven, 
rill they could-make.me.underftand theirwordagreed with Gods Word, I muſt be ſaved by Faith 
in God and Chriſt, and natbþyfaith in Men or Angels. Andnow I ſhall be bold to make this aſs 
fertion ; Tharthe Man who,xeads Scripture humbly and attentively, faſts and prays to God eary 
neſtly, iconſults his Paſtors and Teachers carefully. and modeſtly, and yet after all continues in 
ſame error by þlind ignorance and miſtake of Scripture (if ſuch a thing was, or ever.will be ſizf.. 
fered by the johinite:goodneG;pf God ), that Man ſhall ſooner be ſaved, than he wha receives Pl 
truc opinion from the Authority of Men,, which he ſoberly conceives to be contrary to Scriptures 
for tis aHohe tohim,; a93f:16,yere really(o.; allthings are unclean to him that believesthem un- 
clean, Hl rhings aredamnable to him thar believes themdamnable, as he muſt do whobelieves 
thein flatly contrary to, 9cripture.: Let-ne Man count. me alibertine in Faith, becauſe L would 
;narher compel,nor be-competied to fubmitto the Dotrines of Men, I truſt m God, aq Man ſhall 
-outigo Mein zealous contending for tbe Faith once delwwered to the Saints, once for all, never torey 
ccive any.new Doctrine, any other Goſpel than that Preached by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, herein 
Tam noLaberrine, by God's gracious afliſtance, neither Men nor Angels ſhall make meregede 
from one tittle of this, nor toembrace with divine faith one tittle more: than this, for doubtleſs ir 


:is far 'greater Idolotry ta beheve in Man, than to facrifice to Man, .more to give him- my 


- heart , than-my hand:-; And yet notwithſtanding all this, no Man is forwardes than,my 
ſelf ro receive from others humane Dottrines as humane thatis, I believe it is nx. only polls 
ble bur probable alſo, that another may have more natural underſtanding, more 3Cquir 

red learning than my ſelf, and ſo may, find out that in Scripture, or from Scripture, - or 
by reaſov, which Þ icannor do my {elf,, bur yet | can have no-poſſible afſurance-that the 

\Doftrine he delivers to me-js abſolutely true, becauſe I-have aſſurance that *is poſſible for 

tin to err," and then I can haye no. aſſurance but that he may err in that very. Doctrine 
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he now delivers me. There is no Manlever heard or read of, to whom Tcould more readily 
ſubmitrthan roSr. Azftin, a perſon of wonderful tharpneſs in underſtanding, and yer of great 
modeſty; no way affecting ro take new Opinions, much lefs to impoſe them on others. Now 
I pray conſider, how can we have aſſuranceof any Dottrine he delivers more than another. 
1 mean aſſurance from his own Authority or reaſon (what he delivers from Scripture Autho- 
rity is another matter; ) we believe St. Auftizerred in ſome things whereof he was moſt con« 
fident ; he believed it abſolutely neceſſary for Children to receive the Sacrament of the Lords 
Supper, as I fay'd; he believedit a direct hereſie tohold there were any Antipodes : Luttantiua 
another great Wit and great Scholar, believed the like, with divers others. Who then can 
doubt but that they might be miſtaken in other things alſo. Wherefore ler God berrue, and all 
Men lyers, in this ſenſe, rodeliver lyes materially ; that is, falſities for truths, 

What I have ſaid of Fathers, muſt certainly hold good of Councels alſo, though ever ſo gene- 
ral, ever ſo Primitive; for this and that Father may, and have erred ; ſurely then that and 
that may alſo err: Ican have no affurance in Men, nor can I be ſaved by faith in Men. The 
general Objeftion made againſt this, is, The promiſe which Chriſt made unto his Church, That 
the Gates of Hell ſhould not prevail againit it, and that he wouldbe with the Apoſtles unto the Worlds 
end, As for that other ſaying of our Saviour, He that will not hear the Church, let him be to thee 
a an Heathen and a Publ.can, I can't but wonder that Men of any brains or modeſty ſhould ſo 
grofly abuſe this ſaying ; ſpoken of ſeveral differences berween Man and Man, to bereferred to 
the termination of the Chu: ch, thatis, the Congregation of the Faithful, -which they uſually 
and by order ſhould aſſemble in and refer this to the Church in general matters of Faith, not 
inthe leaſt pointed ar there. Wherefore I paſs this over as very impertinent, and proceed to 
anſwer the former Objection of more weight, yet no way concluding as they would have it; no 
Man in the Chriſtian World can more firmly believe than I do, That the Gates of Hell ſhall not 

- prevail againſt it, and that Chriſt will be with his Church unto the end of the World; butl do 
not believe, nor am I bound by Scripture to believe ſuch Expoſitions as the Popiſh Church makes 
of this place. By what Authority dorh the Komifo Church challenge to themſelves to be Expo- 
ſirors of Scriptures more than other Churches? I. find nothing for it in Scripture, which is my 
Rule of Faith. 1 proceed then to the buſineſs of general Councels. Whether they may err in 
ſome points of Faith; and why nor? All che Evangelical Doctors grant the later general Coun- 
cels have erred ; if ſo, why nor the former? what promiſe had the former from Chr;# more 
than thelater > what period is there ſerin Scripture for their not erring, or what promile is there 
at #1 for any notto err ? The Gates of Hell ſpall not prevail ag ainfs the Charcb, I grant, what's 
tsto aGeneral Conncil? not the Thouſand parr of the Clergy, not the Thouſand Thouſand 
þart of the Church, which m Scriptures alwayspur for the w Body of the Faithful, though 
of fate it be tranſlated into quite another notion, and'taken forthe Clergy only. Burt you will 
y 4 General Councel is the repfeſentarive of the wholeChurch: what then2 what promiſe is 
made ini Scripture that the reprefentative ſhall noterr? You further urge, if the repreſentative 
err, *tis probable the whole Church will receive their error. Tanſwer, Weare now treating of 
marter of Faith, which muſt not depend on humane probabilities, - but Divine certainties z be- 
ſides, "cis not ſo probable the Chnreh will receivethe error of the repreſentative, We know the 
whole Church hath not received a Truth derermined by them, much leſs anerror.. And 1 pray, 
have not Councels been againſt Councels ? Pur then the caſe, a General Councel ſhould err n 
ſome rharters, 'you can't therefore ſay the whole Church trath- erred, the Gates of Hell tavc 
prevailed agatnFe e Church. I pray conſider, can you truly ſay, the Great Tark hath pre- 
vailed againſt rhe Chriſtian Army, becauſe he hath kilkdd the Thouſand parr of ic? and yet the 
greareft General Councel holds a leſs —_— to the whole Church. But I will granc yer 
raore :. Put the cafe the whole Church ſhould deviate into ſome erroneous Superſtitions, had the 
Devil therefore prevailed againſt it? Canl ſay I have prevailed againſt another Man becauſe 
gave him ſome ſlight hurt in his Leg or Thigh? as long as his Head, his Heart, his Arm are 
whote, he ſtill is. able to Fight and Wound me as bad or worſe; till the Devil can 
wound the whole Body of the Church as to deſtroy the Vitals, the Fundamentals, and 
rake ir no Church, the Gates of Hell can't be faid to. have prevailed againſt it. Now 
'Gogl be bleſſed rhere have continued all along ſeveral Churches as great or greater 
thah the Roman Church , which have till maintained in defiance of Satew, One 
God the Father of 'whom are all things, and one Lord Jeſus Chriſt , by whom are ail 
Thiyge, and ſeveral other found Dottrines of Chriſtianity ; . how then hath Satan 
evailed , when ſo many Millions have Waged War againſt him , and - upheld the 
vingdome of God and his Chriſt ?* The Scripture plainly tells us , that in the days 
of, Anti-Chrift's great Power , the Church ſhall be driven into the Wilderneſs, ſcarce 
viſible in the World ; neither Pope, nor Devil hath yer fo prevailed, but as then 'Chriff 
ſhall have, ſo Chri# hath ſtill had a Church' Warring againſt Satan. Sure no Learns 
ea Papiſt will deny, but thar about the ſecond Century, the Afilenaries were far the 
greater patr of' the Church, ſcarce any Writing Doftor in thoſe days but had this 
FTror. id Saran then prevail ? And in 'St, Atſtin's ' days the neceſſity . of Infants 
Receiving the Lords Supper was ſo general, and held 'fo neceſſary a Principle, that 
it was made 'ufe of to prove the neceſliry of ' Infant Baptiſme , this Sacrament = 

tg preeeed' rhe orher: in thoſe days a Lantharn wguld 'have been neceflary to 
out 
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vut a Church without this error. Did Satan then prevail? Bat fay you, no General Coun- 
cel determined thoſe errors; why ? becauſe none was called about them; had any been cal- 
led, who can doubt but that they would have avowed that in the Councel, which they all 
taught in their Churches: No, the Spirit of God would have preſerved them from it: Shew 
me that promiſe in Scripture ; if Gods Spirit did nor preſerve them from teaching the whole 
Church to, I fear the Spirx would not have preſerved them more in Council than in Congre- 
gation, where all ſucking in this error from their Infancy, would hardly have quittedit by a 
determination in Council. I humbly crave pardon for this bold preſumption, being lead into 
it by the bold aſſertion of the Papiſts, telling us without warrant how God will preſerve their 
Councils from error, as if they had been of his Privy-Council. We are not to ſearch into 
Gods ſecret Counſels for what he will permit, or why he permits this or that. I ſearch only 
into his declared Promiſes, and with all the ſearch1 can poſſibly make, I can't find any ſuch 
promife to General Councils as not to err ; no, only that the Gates of Hell ſhall nor prevail 
againſt his Chnrch to deſtroy it, which he hath hitherto made good, andI am ſure will to the 
endof the World ; but beyond his promiſeI am not ſure of any thing, though it ſeems ever ſo 
rational. God will not endure tobe fettered with Sophiſtical Sophiſms, and humane conſe- 
quences; and thereforeI am afraid to wander from his Wiſe and holy Word, and truſt to the 
Doftrine of Menſeeming ever ſo wiſe, ever ſo holy ; I reverence their Perſons, but can't believe 
in their Doctrine. I am taught to believe only in God, not in the Church, much leſs in any 
Member or Congregation or Council, but to believe the Holy Catholick Church, that is, that 
God hath had, now hath, and will have to the Worlds end, a fele&t company of Faithful ones, 
confeſling and ferving him ; To whom be honor and glory for ever. Ames. 


Concerning Ceremonies and Church Service. 


"TIrſt as to Ceremonies. I1wonder Men of any tolerable diſcretion- ſhould be ſo eager ei- 
ther for or againſt them, our ſalvation no way depending on them bur much hazarded 
, by our contention about them, breaking Peace, the principal thing recommended to. us 
by the Goſpel of Peace ; ſare both are very ſinful, For my part, I think all Subjects are bound 
4n-conſcience to conform to the eſtabliſhed Ceremonies of that Church, whereof they are Menz- 
bers; unleſs there be any thing flatly againſt the Word of God: for to diſobey onr Superiors is 
-direttly againſt the Word of God: x. Per. 2. 13. Submit your ſelves to every Ordinance of Man for 
'the Lords ſake. ' And therefore he that doth. not fubmit, had need haveas clear anevidence out 
of Scripture, that the things he rejedts is direQtly contrary to the Word of God , otherwiſe, 
!breaks an evident Commandment to fatisfic himſelf in a doubtful thing, which without dou 
:is damnabte. 'St. Pal requires one Brother to yield unto another in things indifferent, myc 
-more Childrer to Parents, Subjects to' Governors. But no Man that knows this World can 


"expect all Children; all Subjects, will be dutiful and obedient ;, and therefore as Children are to 


-obey their Parents, fo Parents _ not to provoke their Children todiſobedience, by im ſing 
-unneceffary things and very offenſive: Yet if they do impoſe ſuch things,the Children are bound 
to obey, unleſs rhe things impoſed be offenſive to God alſo, then they are acquitted, not other- 
wite. | But ſtill Parents muſt remember they are to give accomprt to God for their commands, 
-as Children are for their obedience: And ſetting this aſide, Nature alone ſhould prompt Parents 
.toſcekthe tove'of their Children, eſpecially ſpiritual Parents, ſtyI'd the Adinifters of God, who 
*# love: Should not they defire rather to lead the People into the Houſe of God by love, than 
-whipt them inby fear, to have their Churches full rather than empty ; to ou on ſuch a. hahic 
-as would invite them in, and not ſuch as will fright them- out. What wiſe and loving Father 
-would put on a winding ſheet on his head, to fright his weak and ſimple Child : Ifay thisto the 
-chief Rulers of the Church, not to inferior Miniſters, who muſt obſerve the Conſtitutjons, of 
the Chief, and the Chicf ought to conſider the diſpoſition of inferiors, what will be moſt edi- 
'fying for them. As the Apoſtles in the beginning of Chriſti«nity continued the obſerving'not cat- 
-ing of Blood, and things ftrangled, to comply with the Fews: ſo the Surplice with other thin 

-was wiſely and piouſly retained by the reformers from Popery, when probably many long 
-nguriſhed up in thoſe Ceremonies, would not have come into the Church, had all theſe been 
'caſt'out; bur now to be zealous, for them when the People are ſo paſſionate againſt 
them, ' favours more of Paſſion likewiſe in Governours than Religion ; as if they had 
rather ſhew their Authority than their Charity. If they anſwer, That many of their Flock 
zare-as zealous for theſe things, as others againſt them, and they had rather gratifie the Q- 
bedient Conformers ,' than the Diſobedient Gain-ſayers:. I reply ; Firſt, This is no Obedi- 
ence to conform to ſuch Ordinances of their Superiours as they have a paſſion for; the Su- 
periotirs in this' conform rather to them,” than they to their Superiours: Try their Obedi- 
ence if they will ſubmit to the taking of theſe things away, and then you may have marc 
Teaſon to gratitie themz yet you know you are rather to bear with the infirmities of the 
weak, than pleaſe the ſtrong. | Love your friends moſt, value the Obedient moſt ;_ bur 
Jove your Enemies alſo, endeavor to gain the diſobedient alſo: The firſt are your duti- 
fol Sons, abide always with you, all that you have is theirs; but yet when the Prodigal 
the ſtray returns, rejoyce and kill the fatted Calf; yea, if he will not return, leave thy 
pgs ninety 
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Ninety and Nine, and ſcek that one that is loſt, But you have no hopes of gaining him, 
you believe tis not Conſcience but Faction, and wilfull perverſeneſs keeps him off; Oh do nor, 
ir, believe better of himz Charity hopeth all things , believth all things," But you know 
iris ſo with him z then pity him the more going head-long into Hell, yicld the-more to ſave his 
Soul from Hell, overcome evil with good, ferter him, bind him faſt with chains of loye, what is 
ſtronger than love? it willovercome Schiſm, Faction,Sedition,any thing ; it will overcome God 
himſelf, and even force God to withhold him by his merciſull and powerfull hand ; and thus 
converting this perverſe finner from tbe error of bis way, you w-ll ſave his foul alive, and cover the 
multitud: of your ſins A bleſled and Jjoyfull work whereat the Angels of Heayen will rejoyce and 
ſing Allelujah, Amen, Oh my Fathers! my Fathers ! that ſhould Preach and Prattice the Go- 
ſoetof Peace and Love to your Children, vouchlafe at my humble requeſt ro read Roms, 14. See 
what great liberty that great Grand-facher of the Church allows his Children, and obſerve in 
the general how he became all things to all men to gain ſome; and will not you in ſome things 
comply to gain all? will you reſtrain he liberty of the Goſpel to the rigidity of your Diſcipline 
to loſe ſome, toloſe many, and perchance in the end toloſe all, your ſelves and all. Be pious, 
be charicable, be prudent, build your Church on a Rock that will endure ſtorms, and not on 
the ſand of Ceremonies that will bath raiſe ſtorms,and probably overturn your Churche're long. 
But you will ſay, If yau yield to ſome Difſenters jn this, you muſt as well yield to others in 
that, and ſo by degrees aboliſh all yaur Ceremonies : I beſeech you, is not the body more than 
rayment, Subſtance more than Ceremony, will not you quit the later to preſerve the former? 
but you will preſerve bath, God grantyou loſe not both, But you will ſay, This is the way to 
loſe both ; firſt, take away Ceremonies, thereby youdiſpleaſe and loſe your Friends, and then 


. lieexpoſed to your Enemies to ſpoil your Goods, If your Goods be the ſubitance of your Reli- 


gion, and you preſerve your Ceremonies to preſerve theſe, then really my fear of _=_ looting 
all is increaſed; this isa very ſandy and dirty foundation, can't hold our againſt ſtorms ; but 
if Faith, Hope, and Charity be the ſubſtance of your Religion, (asI hope tt is) theſe ſtood 
firm and increaſed in the primitive times, in the greateſt ſtorms, when the whole world of Fews 
and Gentiles were enemies tothe Church, and nor one of your Ceremonies in the Church to 
preſerve it : the ſimple naked Truth without any — to cover itz Withour any Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Policy to maintain it, overcameall, and ſo would do now, did we truſt tothat, and.the 
Defender of it. Perchance I appear a great Enemy to the Surplice ſo often naming that, I con- 
feſs I am, would yay know why ? not thatI diſlike, but in my own Judgment much approve 
a pure White Robe on the Miniſters ſhoulders, to put him in mind what purity becomes a 


Minster of the Goſpel. Bur ſuch dirty naſty lices as moſt of them wear, and eſpeci 
Singers in Cachedrals (where they ſhould op decent } is rather an Jworhac err 

rty lives, and have given my Stomach ſuch a ſurfet of them, as I have almoſt an averC. 
neſs to all ; and 1 am confident had not this decent habit been fo undecently abuſed, it had ne- 
ver been ſo generally loathed. | ; | 

I will name another Ceremony which gives great offence, with greater reaſon, The bowif 
towards the Altar, which in my own judgment I allow and praQtice in ſome meaſure, when 
comme into ſuch Congregations as generally uſe it, avoiding ſtill to give offence to any, as far as 1 
may with a ſafe Conſcience. I affirm, 'ris a very fitting thing to ſhew reverence in the Houſe 
of God, and to ſhew it by bowing as well as any other means, and. tobow that way as well as 
any other way; and in bowing, if the Congregation did it, to the South or Weſt, Iſhould as 
readily conform tothat. But you will fay,the primitive Chriſtians,as we read,did generally bow 
towards the Eaſt (the primitive Chriſtians did fol grant, but not the prime Primitive) what then? 
is this any obligation on us now? the Primitive did alſo uſe Chriſm or conſecrated Oyl, yet 
we retain it not ; it grew into an abuſe, therefore left offz ſo hath this bowing toward the Al- 
tar by the Papiſts, ſuppoſing Chriſt corporally preſent there ; and truly many of our Church- 
men, give great ſuſpition to the people that they alſo believe ſome ſuch thing, otherwiſe pray 
anſwer mez when a Miniſter at his entring into the Church hath bowed to thew his reverence 
inthe Houfe of God, and when he aſcends up to the Altar bows again, to ſhew ſome particular 
xeverence in that place where that blefſed Sacrament is conſecrated,(let this paſs for good alſo, 
though ſomething may be ſaid againſt it). yer Ipray tell me, why the Reader paſling from one 
fide of the Church to theother, and the Miniſter paſſing from one end of the Altar to the other, 
bows again? Surely in reverence to the King of Kings he ſuppoſes there ſitting, whocanima- 
Line any other cauſe of his homage? and yet I verily believe this is not the cauſe, but meerly a 
cauſeleſs cuſtom taken up one from another (the common beginning of all ſuperſtitions) havi 
no reaſon for it, but much againſt it, giving thereby great Candal to weak ones, andg 
of ſlander to malicious ones, who lay hold on any occaſions to accuſe them of Papiſtry ; for cer- 
taialy, 'tis done with lietle or no Reaſon, or with a great deal of Superſtition. 

- Now as tothat grand debated Ceremony of kneeling at the Lord's Supper, 1 think there is 
no reaſon to condemn thoſe that uſe it, nor much reaſon to preſs it on thoſe that diſuſe ir, 
Why ? Are ne not to perform this great a&t of devotion with all poſſible reverence? I grant 
itz but is this to be expreſt altogether in the outward poſture of the body? if ſo, then your 
Oppoſers thus retort it upon you : If outward humility be the thing you contend for, you 
ought to ſhew it to your God in the humbleſt way, and thar is by proſtrating rather than 
kneeling ; but if inward Huaility, ſure that conſiſts chiefly in obedience to what Chriſt = = 
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manded, and todo it as he practeſed it,who can'doubr but this is the moft perfeR obedience? and 
you know when our Saviour inſtituted this bleſſed Sacramenr,he gave this cotirnand inthetloſe, 
Ds this in Femembrance of me'; and ſure he remembers our Saviour beſt who dbth every thing as he 
did, both in Subſtance arid Ceremony, and fo we find the primitive Chriſtians did, obferving 
alſo] to feceive it at Supper, as our Saviour did; but whert this grew into a finfull abuſe; the 
Geremony was altered to preſerve the Subſtance in more purity : ſo was kneeling abuſed by the 
Papiſts and turned into great Superſtition, why not therefore changedin like manner. Buryou 
kneel without any ſuperſtition, you*do notadore the Elements on the Table,* as the Papiſts do, 
but'Chriſtin Heaven. And 6 this mary receives ficting, and'at Supper, without any irreverence, 
he doth it ſo meerly in obedience to Chriſt's command,: both in Ceremony and'Subſtance, Do 


' this in remembrance of me. But you do not conceive Chriſt's command extended to the Ceremo- 


nies, but only to the Subſtance, -and the Church hath expreſly commanded kneeling as the more 
reverend Poſture, therefore you ought to obey ; I think {6 tb : bat this man conceives Chriſt 
commands both - Siibſtance and Ceremonies to be obſerved, - and conſequently conceives the 
Churches command contrary to Chriſt's, therefore he ought-not to obey till you canreCtifie his 
judgment if you can, then he ought ro obey alſo: if you'cannot, have patience with your 
weak Brother, require no more of him in this matter than Chriſt required of his Diſciples ; ſure 
Chriſt would not have allowed any unfitting Poſture; be not over-wiſe, nor over holy, condemn 


- not that which Chriſt allowed. God is fo infinitely gracious as to accept our poor devotions 


inany form, if- but ſincere in ſubſtance, nay though weak and frail in the ſitbſtantial parr, he 
will not break the bruiſed reed,” nor quench the ſmoaking flax, his tender Fatherly bowels yern up- 
on his dear Children coming to him afar off.” Oh then let us learn to be like minded, tender 
and compaſſtonate to our weak Brethren, admit them into God's worſhip in any Pofture, if they 
come in ſincerity. of-heart, reject not thoſe whom God accepts. | T 
-Emight go on thus-to handle other Ceremonies, as, the Croſs in Baptiſm, the Ring in Mar- 
riage,&@c. Butl conceive it needleſs, the ſame reaſons being applicable to all, and he that is 
once broughtto be different ard unconcerned inone,will ſoon be fo diſpoſed to all. Wherefore 
I conclude this point of Ceremonies with St. Paul, He that regardeth a day, regardeth it unto the 
Lord, and he that regardeth not the day, to the Lord he doth net regardit'; he that eateth, eateth to 
the Lord, for he giveth Godthanks, and he that eateth not, to the Lord he eateth not, and giveth God: 
thanks : {o' he that kneeleth, - kneeleth to the Lord, and he that kneeleth not to the Lord, he 
kneeleth not.” And I deſire you farther to obſerve this circumſtance in St. Paxl's words,how he 
calls the zealous obſerver of Ceremonial matters, the weak Brother, and commands the ſtrong 
nor todeſpiſe him, it being zeally a deſpicable weakneſs and a childiſh-or effeminate kind 'of 
Devotion to be zealous in any Ceremonial obſervance, which maſculine ſpirits are apt to deſpiſe, 
but in Chriſtian chariry ought rather to pity and bear the infirmities of others. Wherefore let-us' 
be'the men. of underſtanding, men in devotion, be zealous, and hold faſt the ſi ubſtantraFparts 
of Religion, Piety, Juſtice, Temperance, Chaſtity, Truth, Sincerity, ſtand faſt fot theſe, not re- 
e one hairs breadth frotn theſe, keep but our ground and fight it out like men todeath againſt 
alt Powers and Principalities onearth, or under the earth, and let us leave it to Women and Chil- 
fren to contend about Ceremonies, let it be indifferent tous, whether this, or that, or no Cere- 
mony, wherher'kneel, or not kneel, bow, or not bow, Surplice, or not Surplice, Croſs, or no 
Grofs,/ Ring, -or no Ring, let us give glory to God in all, and no offence to our Brethren inany 
thing. | 
dio if any man would be ſocurious as to ask why St. Pax did not determine this point, whe- 
ther they ſhouldieat herbs only ; or other meats alſo, . whether regard a day or not, and ſo eſta- 
blifh Uniformiry among them ; I cannot imagine any other Reaſon, but meerly to teach us this 
charitable compliance withone another, as neceflary a practice as any other, Man is a'very 
tickliſh Animal to Govern, he will not always be guided by reaſon and authority, man hath a 
will as well as reaſon, and will have his own wilt in many things, even the Godly: very few are 
found ſo entirety»pious as wholly to deny themſelves, 'tis ſo high and ſharpapoint of Religion, as 
you may break the heart-itrings of many in winding themup ſo high, and thus crack all their Re- 
ligion; perchance you would find it ſo your ſelves, had the Non-conformiſts the ſcrewing you , 
up, as you them.. . Wherefore conſider your ſelves, leaſt ye alſo be tempted, be charitable to 
the weak, proceed not fo ſeverely againſt them in your Courts of Judicature; but remember 
what S..Paut ſaith, Coloſ. 2. Let no man judze you in meat, or drink, or in __ of an holy day, or 
of the new:Moon, or of the Sabbath days, which are a ſhadow of things to come,but the body us of Chriſt ; 
wall you then .in reſpect of an Holy-day, Croſs in Baprtiſin, ſtanding at the Creed, kneeling at the 
Sacrament, and the like, will you in reſpeCt of ſuch ſhadows, judge, excorpmunicate, ſentence 
to-everlaſting flames, a Soul that holds of the body of Chriſt, believes all his holy Goſpel, ac- 
cords with you inone Faith, one Baptiſm, who acknowledges the only true God Creator of Hea- 
vtn and Earth, and Jeſus Chriſt whom he hath ſent to be the Redeemer of Mankind, which our 
Saviour affirms, To be Eternal Life; will you condemn ſuch a one to Eternal Death? God forbid. 
My Reverend Fathers and Judges of the Church, I, with St. Paw, Col. 3. beſeech you, Pat on 
fatherly bowels of mercies, kindneſs, humbleneſs of mind, meckneſs, long- ſuffering towards your poor 
weak Children, and ſo long as they hold fait the body of Chriſt, be not ſo rigorous with them 
for ſhadows ;: if they ſubmit to you in Subſtance, have patience, though they do not ſubmir 
1a Ceremonies, and. give me leaye to tell you my poor Opinion; This. violent preſſing of Cere- 
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humbly conceive) been a great hindrance from etnbracing them, men fearing: 
therein tobe far worſe than really they are, and therefore abhor them. Have 
you never obſerved a flock of Sheep forcibly driver oyer a narrow Bridge, the poor Sheep fear- 
ing they are going into ſome Pen orSlaughter, choofe rather to ſeap+ into the Rivet than go for- 
wards: but drive them on- gently and patiently, they will of themfelves take the way youde- 
fire: Uniformity in Ceremony-isa good and defirable thing, therefore endeavour ir ; but 
unity in Faith and Charity is better, and therefore if you cannor obrain that, be ſure to pre- 
ſerye this; this is theone thing neceſſary, chooſe this better partif you cannot have both ; for 
this force urging Uniformity in worſhip hath cauſed grear diviſion in Faith as well as Charity ; 
for had you by aboliſhing ſome Ceremonies taken the weak Brethren into your Church,they had 
not wandred abour after ſeducing Teachers, nor fallen into ſo many groſs Opinions of their own,' 
bue being daily catechiſed and inſtructed by your Orthodox, and found Preaching, they would 
have followed you like good Sheep 3; whereas now they wander about into'a hundred by- 
paths of error , many' whereof lead head-long to Hell. Now 'T beſeech you in the fear of 
God ſet before your eyes the dreadfull day of Judgment, when Chriſt on his Tribunal of ſu- 
ſtice ſhall require an account of every word and deed, and ſhafl thus queſtion-you; Here are 
ſeveral Souls who taking; offence at your Ceremonies have'forſaken my- Church, have for- 
ſaken the Faith, have run into Hell, the Souls for which I ſhe&my precious Blood ; Why have 
you fuffered this? nay, why have'you occafioned-this ? will you anſwer, it was to preſerve 

our Ceremonies ?- will not Chrift return unto you, Are your Ceremonies more dear unto 
you than the Souls for which 1 died ? who hath required theſe things at your hands 7 will 
you for Ceremonies, which you your ſelves confeſs to be indifferent, no way neceſſary unto 
Salvation, ſuffer your weak Brethren to periſh, for-whom I-died? Have not I ſhewed you 
how David and his Souldiers were guilileſs in eating the Shew-bread, which was not lawfull but 
for the Priefts to eat ? If David diſpenced with a Ceremony commanded by God to fatisfic 
the hunger of his People, will not you diſpence with your own Ceremonies to fatisfie the 
Souls of my People, who are called by my Name; and profeſs my Name, though in weak- 
neſs ? Or will you tell Chriſt they ought to ſuffer for their. own wilfulneſs and perverſeneſs , 
who will not ſubmit to the Laws of the Church as they ought ; will not Chriſt return ? Shall 
they periſh for tranſgreſſing your lhumane Laws, which they ignorantly conclude erroneous, 
and -ſhall not you periſh for tranſgreſfing my Divine Laws, which you know to be good 
and holy ? had I mercy on you, and ſhould not you have had mercy on your Fellow-ſervants? 
with the ſame meaſure you meeted it ſhall be meaſured to you again: I tremble to go far- 
ther, but: moſt humbly beſcech you for-Chriſt's ſake, endeavour to regain theſe ſtray Sheep, 
for whom he ſhed his precious Blood, -and think it as great'an advantage, as great an honour 
to you, as it was to St. Paxl, to becoms all things to all men, that you may gain ſome, as 
doubtleſs you will many, though not all ; and the few Standers off will become the more 
convinced, and at long running wearied out and gained alſo. : Thus having reduced all into 
one Fold in true faith and Chriſtan charity , the preſent generation will much forget, the 
ſucceeding generation will be wholly ignorant of theſe erroneous fancies, and all animoſities 
being quite extinguiſhed, wholſome edifying Ceremonies may be eaſily introduc'd again with 
comfort to all, which are now irkſome and grievous to many. And ſo I paſs on to the ſe- 
cond matter ; The Church Service contained in the Book of Common Prayer,whereof briefly, 


becauſe what I ſaid before may be applied to this alſo. 
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Will not here enter into the diſpute, whether it be lawfull for a Church to have a ſet 

Form of Prayer, ſuppoſing that there are none but cither-highly fanatick, or highly fa- 

Cious, that affirm it unlawfullz and with ſuch I have no reaſon to expect, that reaſonable 
Arguments ſhould prevail ; for enough hath been already Printed to this purpoſe. I may 
alſo ſuppoſe, that there is nothing contained in our Book of Common Prayer, that is dire&tly 
contrary to the Word of God ; for had there been any ſuch thing, we ſhould have heard of 
it long fince, which 1 never yet did from any ſober man. And truly I might in the third place 
ſuppoſe, that (a Book of Common Prayer being no way contrary to the Word of God) the uſe of 
It is far more conducing to Piety, than to ſuffer extemporary Prayer to be uſed generally in 
Churches ; experience hath fully declared it in our late confuſed times, when a man ſhould. 
have heard in many Churches ſuch extravagant, ſuch wild, ſuch raſh, fach blaſphemous ex- 
preſſions, as would drive any ſober conſcientious perſon out. of their Churches. - Can. you- 
with reaſon expect.it otherwiſe ? when half the Churches in this Nation have not a tolerable 
maintenance to ſupport men of parts and diſcretion fit'to perform ſo ſolemn and holy an Office. 
Had we the holineſs, the zeal, the charity, the humility of the Primitive times, when men for-- 
ſook all the world and daily facriticed their lives for the Service of God, we might hope that 
God would graciouſly pour down upon us, as he did on them,the ſpecial gifts of Praying and 


Prophecying, but now when moſt ſerve God for gain, and would neither open nor ſhut the Church 
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doors for nought, as Malachi faith, we muſt har. expet thoſe gifts and graces. And therefore 
I conceive it abſolutely neceſſary to have ſome form jedrer op be uſed by all ; for were there 
liberty left ro the more able and diſcreet, moſt would nlp themſelyes.to be ſuch(tew diſco- 


vering their own weakneſs; ) and were it left to the Biſhop to licence as he ſaw fit, it would 
provea very great cauſe of our heart-burnipg among his lergy, and hatred toward himſelf, 
yea, and rebellion againſt him and the laws, But now in Chriſt I humbly beſecch the Gover- 
nours of the Church calmly to confider,Were it not berter tohave ſuch a form of Service as would 
ſarisfie moſt. The Fathers of our Church (as Liaid before) when they reformed this Natjon 
from Popery, were deſirous to fetch off as many as they capld, retaining for this cauſe all the 
Ceremonies and Forms of Prayer they could with a gond reCtified Conſcience, and therefore 
they preſcribed that Form of ſecond Service to be ſaid atthe Altar, as carrying ſome reſem- 
blance to the Maſs, then the peoples delight, which being now become the peoples hate, ſhould 
for the ſame reſemblance, according to he ſame rule of reaſon, be now taken away, We 
commend our Forefathers for doing pioully and wiſcly, and.yer.we will not imitate them; they 
endeayoured to pleaſe and gain the people, we will needs diſpleaſe and loſe them : Certainly 
we cannot do our Forefathers a greatet hanour than to obſerve their rule of reaſon, toconform 
to the Times; and therefore they arc grolly-miſtaken who think it a diſhonour to them for 
us to take away what they have eſtabliſhed, when we keep cloſe to the reaſon wherefore they 
did eſtabliſh it : Wiſe Phyſitians þy the ſame rule of reaſan preſcribe things clean contrary ac- 
cording to the temper of their Patients, hot or cold + Some other things I could mention in 
the Book of Common Prayer (though no way ill in themſelves) yet fit to be altered, and would 
abviouſly appear ſo toevery wile man once reſalved to compoſe ſuch a Form, as would take in 
moſt of this Nation, which I humbly congcive Governeurs ſhould in Conſcience endeavour, 
becoming all things to all men to gain ſorge, though not. all ; yet happily gainall in proceſs 
of time, for the reaſon before ſpecified, | 

But though 1dehre ſuch a form of Service, ſuch Ceremonies alſo to be eſtabliſhed, as may 
give moſt general ſatisfaCtion, yer I deſire what is eſtabliſhed may be gencrally obſerved,and 
ot a liberty left. (as ſome do propoſe) to add of detratt Ceremonies or Prayers according ta 
the various opinions, and humours af men : for certainly this would cauſe great fa&tion and 
diviGon ; thoſe thax are for. Ceremonies would run from their own Church to others where 
they were uſed ; qthers to forme fine fancied Prayers of fuch as they approve of; and thus ſome 
Churches would be thronged, others delerred, and no account could be taken by the Paſtor of 
this Congregatian : Atheiſts alſo and Papiſts, under prerence of frequenting other Churches 
ould abandon all, This, courſe. (fy, you) would bring but few into the Church, and per- 
ance drive ſome..out, who:having been long. bred up to ſuch avd ſuch Ceremonies, would 
have ſmalldevation to frequent the Church, .if all or many werp aboliſhed, To thisI anſwer, 
That certainly his Religion 15 vain, that would abandon the Subſtance for want of the Cere- 
monies, Which he acknowledgeth to be no. way neceſſary, but only more fatisfattion to his 
mind i Surely a yery ignorant. mind, who hath not learnt, That obedience x5 better thay faorir 
fice and whole burut- offerings : And fiely a very uncharitable mind, who will not leave Ninety 
and nine upnecellary Ceremonies, to bring ons ſinfull frayed Sheep into the Congregation, 
and convert. him fram the error-of his gon-conforming way. I profeſs Il am amazed to ſee how 
many men of a very, good ſence in moſt things, - ſo zealouſly erroneous in this buſineſs of Re= 
ligion, ſeeing the Scripture ſo plainly declares, that nothing ſo covers the multitude of our fins 
as an act of charity ; nothing ſo acceptable unto God, fo joyfull to his holy Angels, as con- 
verſion of a ſinner. Yet theſe men will moſt paſſionately (and pardon me ifI tay moſt uncha- 
ritably and irreligiouſly) cry, away with theſe Idiot SeCtaries and mad Phanaticks, let them 
wander and perifh in their own wild imaginations, we will not leave one Ceremony, nor any 
one Line of our Common Prayer Book to gain thouſands .of them. No, if you alter that, we 
will rather leave the Church and go to the Papiſts Maſs. If theſe be not as ſimple Setaries and 
rad: Phanaticks as any whatſoever, let God-and his holy Angels judge. Bur as for you my 
Reyerend Fathers of the Church, I hope you will conſult with Scripture in this weighty Aﬀair, 
* and model all according to the rules of meckneſs, charity, and compailionate tenderneſs to 
weak ones, there ſer down: and endeavour with prudent admonitions to reCtific the errours of 
theſe roo zealous Ceremonitts, and with fatherly bowels of condeſcention to win the hearts of 
Nland and wilfull Separatiſts ; Certainly the more underſtanding and powerfull Leaders of them 
wul'not, cannot have the face.ta fland off after your charitable condeſcention, their populous 
uetences. will be fo confured, their mouths ſo ſtopped, their faces ſo confounded, as far meer 
ſhame, if not 'for reaſon andreligion,they muſt come into our Church: and their Paſtors coming 
i;zbe. Sheep will follow, though ſome ſtand a white and gaze: bur at length having nomen of 
altbry.ro lead themon in their peryerſe ways, the Shop-prating Weavers and Coblers will ſoon 
bedefertod, and made heartleſs,” ſecing their own naked folly. And then ſhall we all joyn and 
_ _—_ _— worn ry and = holy _— in the Heavens. And then I ſhalt 
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many, there being bur a few who uſe it according tothe Original Inſtitution ; and yer 
I had rather they ſhould Preach as they do, then quite omit it; for certainly 'tisa ne- 
ceſſary work for a Miniſter of the Goſpel to Preach the Geſpel. Saint Pawl tells us, That ſome 
Preach the Goifel out of envy ; yet he was pleaſed that Chriit ſhould be ſo preached rather than 
not Preached ; and fo I ſay of Preaching Chriſt ont of vanity ; as 'tis evident many do , 
Preaching themſelves and their own abilities, at leaſt as they think abilities, though often 
rt weakneſſes and conceited impertinences, I beſeech you tell me, did not Chriſt and the 
Apoſtles Preach the beſt way? andare not we to follow their Example? Who dare ſay.other- 
wiſe? yet many do otherwiſe ; they take here or there a ſentence of Scripture, the ſhorter 
and more abſtruſethe better, to ſhew their skil and invention, this they divided and ſubdivi- 
ded into generals and particulars, the-2xid, the Quale, the 2yantum, and ſuch like quack- 
falving forms ; then they ſtuddy how to hook in this or that quaint ſentence of Philoſopher or 
Father, thisor that nice ſpeculation, endeavoring to couch all this in moſt elegant Language; 
in ſhort, their main end is to ſhew their Wit, their Reading, and whatever they think is 
excellent in them : Nodoubt rarely agreeing with that of St. Pal, I d:termined not to know any 
thing amony j0u ſav- Feſus Chriſt and him Crucified;. and "7 = and my Preaching was not with 
inticing words of Man's Wiſ:dom, but in demonſtration of the Spirit and of Power: 1 oy 2. And 
I verily believe this is the reaſon why Preaching hath fo firtl effect in theſe days, becauſe 
they lahor to ſpeak the Wiſedom of this World, which is fooliſhneſs with God, nor do they 
Preach in demonſtration of the Spirit, but in demonſtration of their Learning. I know full 
well this Unapoſtolick way of Preaching was uſed by ſome of the Antient Fathers, eſpeci- 
ally the _ always fond of nicities and curioſities, and being now become Chrittians 
( as I faid before) tranſplanted their beloved Rhetorical flowers of humane Learning into 
Chriſtian Gardens, which proved rather Weeds to over-run the 1ced of ſound and plain Apo- 
ſtolick Doctrine, humane nature being a ſoyl apter to give nouriſhment and vigor tro humane 
principles rhen Divine. Bur when did ever any Learned, Witty Rhetorical harangue, or cun- 
ning Syllogiſtical diſcourſe Convert the tythe of St. Peter's or St. Pas!'s fooliſh Preachin”, as he 
tearmsit, but the Wiſdom of God. to thoſe that are perfeft and ſound in the faith. Who is ignorant 
of that famous paſſageat the Council of Nize? whither reſorted with divers'others, one Emi- 
nent Heathen Philoſopher, offering himſelf ( as the manner of thoſe vain-glorious Sophiiters 
was, to diſpute with the Chriſtian Dottors ; ſome Biſhops of great Repure for Learning, un- 
der him, and as they thought, cleerly - Confuted ; but no way Converted him; at laſt ri- 
ſes up a =_ antient Biſhop of ſmall Learning, but of great Faith and Piety, and ( with 
great diflatisfaftion of his Brethren fearing ſome groſs baffle ſhould befall this gonad Man ) 
comes up to the Philoſopher, and with great Magiſterial Authority recites unto him the Apoſto- 
lick Creed, 7 Bclirve in God the Father Almighty ------- and in the cloſe calls to him, O Philoſo- 
pher b:licweit rhon this? The Philoſopher anſwered, I believe, not being able to reſiſt the de- 
monſtration of Spirit and Power wherewith he. uttered thoſe Divine Myſteries, as he confe(s't 
before them all. . You will ſay this was a Miracle of great rafity; Igrant ir, but many ſuch 
Miracles ſhou!d we ſee, had we the Faith and powerful Spirit of this Holy Biſhop, and would 
__ to imitate Apoſtolical PreaChing , not Philoſophical Arguing, nor Rhetorical de- 
claiming. | | 
We ſee plainly the Apoſtolical Preaching was cither Catechiſtical Inſtruticns, or Pious 
Admonitions ; not tying themſelves to any form, but paſt from one matter to another as the 
Auditors condition required, not as the Preachers fancy and Reading prompt; juſt as the 
Roman Emperor Caligula, who when Delinquents came before him to be judged, condem- 
ned or acquitted rhem as agreed beſt with the current of his Oration: So cheie Men ſhape 
their diſcourſe m>re to the applauſe then edification of the hearers. And {> much time is 
ſpent in compoſing theſe Oratory Sermons, as the Miniſter hath not leiſure to perform a quar- 
ter-of his Parochial Duty, of viſiting the Sick, of admoniſhing the ſcandalous, of reconciling 
the janglers, of private examining and inſtructing the poor ignorant ſouls, Thouſands in eve- 
ry Gountry as ignorant as Heathehs, who underſtand no more of moſt Sermons then if in 
Greel: ; ſo that the Sermon is rather a Banquet for the Wantons that are full, then inſtru, 
Ction yo tho'e who are even ſtarved for want of ſpiritual food, the plain and faving Word of 
Chriſt, not the nice conceired word of Man, which may nouriſh Camelions, never make (6/id 
ſound Chriſtians. There are others of a different ſtrain, who wanting both Wir and Learning 
alſo, think ro ſupply all by ſtrength of Lungs, by loud and long babling, riding hackney from 
one goocl Town to another, and with fervency of ſpirit like a boyling pot running over where 
ever they come. Were it a laughing matrer,who could contain ro hear ſome ſeeming Zealot Pa- 
ſtors talk ſo much of their obligation ro Preach the Goſpel,and muſt(forſooth) do it in the Pulpit . 
twicea Sunday, counting thoſe almoft accurſed that do not fo, and yet have inany poor Sheep 
in their flock as ignorant as any Sheep, whom they never regard,never inſtruct inthe firſt Prin- 
Ciples of the Goſpel; as if Preaching were wm tothe Pulpit and the Sabbath day.” Pardon me 
= if 


T remains that I now handle this great buſineſs of Preaching, wherein I fear I ſhall di* pleaſe 
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If Itell you a Story which now cones in my head. I chanced tobe in a Lords Houſe on a $4- 
turday, when a zealous Miniſter came in; after ſome complements and ceremonious diſcourſe, 
he told the Lord, That where ever he was he never failed to preach the Goſpel on the Lord's 
Day as his duty, and therefore entreaxed that the Paſtor of the Pariſh might be defired 
to give place to him next. Morning. I ſuſpecting both, his Zeal and Deſign (which after- 
wards appeared -) asked him if he had received any particular Command from Chriſt to 
Preach at this Place and that Hour ? The Miniiter ſtartling at my Queſtion, anſwered, No. 
I replyed, Sure then other Miniſters had the ſame obligation to Preach the Goſpel as he had, 
and moreover it was the Paſtor's particular duty to Preach to his own Congregation on the 
Lord's day, how then could he in Conſcience defire the Paſtor to omit his duty, and give place 
ro a Stranger who had there no duty incumbent npon him ? Burt the Lord pulled me by 
the elbow and took me off from farther preſſing him; and told him, he would ſeng tothe Paſtor 
to give him place. Bur roreturn to our buſineſs. you few are to be found, here and there 
one of Piety and Diſcretion, that demeans himſelf prudently in his Officez and the reaſon is 
this. Itis grown up into a general opinion, That none are fit to be 4dmitted into Holy Orders 
but ſuch as have ſtudied in the Univerſity ; and if he hath learnt a little to chop Logick, he is 
reſently deemed fit todivide the Word of Truth, and is eafily inſtituted into a Living, and it 
he can bring ſome nice Metaphyſical ſpeculations from Ariſtotle; or ſome Theological diſtin- 
Qtions from Aquinas, then he is worthy of two or three Livings or Prebends: And thus Uni- 
yerſity Youths, and even Boyes of no experience or diſcretion, are made Spiritual Paſtors, the 
graveſt and moſt weighty Office in the World. I beſeech you, what have theſe Sciences 
{ falſly ſo called) ro do with the Goſpel, where we find nox one tittle of them but rather de- 
cryed as Enemies to the Goſpel, as tending to vain jangling, ſtrife and contention, nothing 
of Edification. We had lately a brave ſtory of the Jeſuits in Cine, who finding the King 
and his Courtiers much delighted with the Mathematicks, but not very knowing in them, 
wrote to the General of their Order at Rome to ſend them ſome Prieſts, very skilful in that 
Science, to Preach the Goſpel there. Why did they not ſend for ſome alſo wetl skilled in 
Puppit plays? ridiculous Creatures ſhall I ſay, or rather impious, who think to _— the 
dignity, the Majeſty, the —_— of the Goſpel with fuch humane toyes? Juſtas if a King, 
having ſome Potent Enemy invading his Country, ſhould inſtead of leading on a ſtout and 
Gallant Army againſt him, lead on a Morice-dance capering and frisking moſt featly , 
thinking thereby to, appeaſe and gain the heart of his Adverſary. Tea fools and Blind ; we 
wreſtle not againſt Fleſh and Blood, but againft Principalities, againſt Powers, againſt the Rulers of 
the darkneſs of this World, againſt Spiritual Wickedneſs in high places, Ep. 6. 12. And therefore 
the Weapons of our Warfare muft not be carnal but wight) through Gad to the pulling down of tro 
holds, 2. Cor. 10. 4. We muſt then take thewhbo Sas God, the helmet of Salvation, x. 
Breſt-plate of Righteouſneſs, the ſheild of Faith, the Sword of the Spirit. Read alſo St. Payt ta 
Timothy and Tits, ſetting down the required qualifications of Biſhops and Deacons, ſte if you 
can find any ſuch Mathematick, Logick, Phyſick? No, but Gravity, Sobriety, Meckneſs, 
Diligence, and the like, Were ſuch Men taken into holy Orders and conſtituted Paſtors, the 
Church of Chriſt had been far betrer edified, and the Paſtors far more reverenced than now 
they are: though Plato, Ariſtotle, Egclid, Scotms, Aquinas, were never known to them, fo 
much as by Name, yet they would want no paſtoral knowledge which is compleatly con- 
tained in Scripture ; as St. Pal told Timathy, That it was rn to make him wiſe unto Salvati- 
on, profitable for Dettrine, for Reproof, for Correttion, for Inſtruttion that the Man of God might be 
throwghly furniſned ; mark, throughly furniſhed without Logick, Phyſick; Mathematick, Me- 
taphyſick, or School Divinity. Scripture Divinity throughly furniſhes the Man of God for all. 
I ſpeak not this in diſparagement of Univerſity Learning, which —_— value, if rightly made 
uſe of, 'ris as uſeful as honorable toa Nation, but much of Univerſity Learning as uſeleſs to a 
Spiritual Paſtor, asthe Art of Navigation to a Phyfitian ; the Paſtors only requiſite and com- 
pleatly qualifying Science, being according to St. Paul to know nothing but Chriſt and him Crgci- 
fied, and to Preach Chriſt, not with inticing words of Man's Wiſdom, but in demonſtration of the Spi- 
rit and of power ; to Preach Chriſt as well out of Pulpitas in the Pulpit; in ſeaſon and out of ſea- 
ſon; to the Poor and to the Rich; tothe ſimple and ignorant far rather than tothe knowing ; ro 
Rebuke, to Correct, toedific both by word and deed. | 
Wherefore I moſt humbly beſeech the Church Governors toremember the Original Inſtitution 
of the Miniſtry, what kind of Men the Apoſtles choſe into it, grave Elderly Men, therefore 
ſtyled Elders, and known as well by that name as Biſhops, who having by long converſation 
gorten experience and knowledge to govern themſelves, were made Governors of others. 1 
grant we have Timothy for an example of younger years, that is, young by way of Compexrifon 
rothe other Seniors; as a Man of Forty may be called young, compared to thoſe of ſixty ; yer 
no youth ſimply, nor ſimple youth : and *cis plain he was a perſon no way ſhort of the' Elders 
in gravity, though ſomewhat in years: St, Pawl's general Rule was, not to admit of N":;wices 
bur all general Rules have ſome exceptions. . Timothy was one and a rare one, we find n ot ano- 
ther. Next I pray confider what kind of Preaching they uſed, you may eaſily gueſs at their Ser- 
mons by their Epiſtles,full of ſhort Carechiſtical Inſtructions,grave Exhorcations, ſober Reproofs, 
dilcreet Corrections, and then tell me whether a raw Novice from the Univerſity with all his Sci- 
ences and Languages be fit for this,or rather a grave ſober perſon of age and experience, having a 
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good natural Capacity, illuminated by Scripture Inftruftion and Prayer, uſing alſo the help 
of grave and ſound Interpreters. Really 'tis moſt evident that the Church is run into great 
contempr by the ſlightneſs and giddineſs of many Miniſters, who intend nothing but to make 
@ handſom School-Boyes Exerciſe in the Pulpit on Swnday, but never attend the other Para- 
chial duties, no nor their own advance in Spiritual knowledg, but give themelves wholly ci- 
ther to idle Studies, or idle Recreations, and are very Children in Divine knowledg and beha- 
vior. Ido affirm this in the Preſence of God asa truth, and I have known ſome paſs for very 
good Preachers, that could nat give a good account of the Athanaſian Creed, nor ſcarce of the 
Childrens Catechiſm ; Maſters of Art, bur School Boys in true Divinity , and ſotheir Pariſha- 
ners continue very Babes all their life long. 

It would make any true Chriſtian's heart bleed to think, how many thoufand poor ſouls 
there are in this Land, that have no more knowledg of God, then Heathens; Thouſands of 
the mendicant condition never come to Church, and are never lookt after by any ; likewiſe 
Thouſands of mean Husbandry Men that do come to Church, underſtand no more of the Ser- 
mon then Bruites : perchance in their Infancy ſome of them learnc alittle of their Catechiſm, 
that is, they could, like Parrots, ſay ſore broken pieces, but never underitand the mean- 


 ingof oneline ; (rhis is the common way of Catechiſing) but afterwards as they grow up 


to be Men, grow more Babes in Religion, ſo ignorant as ſcarce to know their Heavenly Fa- 
ther, and are admitted to the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper before they are able to give 
account of the Sacrament of Baptiſm. This it is generally in the Country, and in the Ciry 
as bad, partly for the reaſon before ſpecified, and partly by reaſon the number in many Pa- 
Tiſhes is far greater than any one Paſtor can have a due care of; he cannot know half the Names 
or Faces of them, much leſs their Faith and Behavior, which is requiſite that he may both 
inſtru&t and reprove where there is need. Wherefore I humbly conceive 'tis neceſſary to di- 
vide theſe numerous Pariſhes into ſeveral parts; but withal to provide means out of them for 
ſeveral Miniſters, for there is no hope to gain it from their Charity or Piety, which is plain Hy- 
pocriſie, ſeeming ſo zealous to hear the Word, but to contribute nothing towards it ; the Mi- 
niſter may Preach his heart out, and yet not get out of their purſes any tolerable Maintenance 
a poor Husbandman in the Country of Twenty Pound a Year, that gets his bread by the ſweat 
of his brows,pays more to his Miniſter than a Citizen that gets Hundreds a year ; fitting at great 
eaſe in his ſhop, and ſpends more in Ribbonds, Laces and Perriwigs in one year, then he pays 
to his Miniſter in Ten or Twenty: I beſeech them to conſider what account they will give to their 
Lord and Maſter at that day. 

Burl return to the requiſite qualities of a Miniſter, who according to St. Pas! is tobe a Ga- 
vernar as well as a Preacher; to admonith and rebuke as well as inſtruft, and therefore of twa 
evils chooſe the leſſer, rather Men defettive in parts to Preach, which may be ſupplied by 
Homiles, then defeCtive in Wiſdom and Diſcretion to govern, which can't be ſupplied by 
other means. Burt would Men be content with the true Goſpel and Apoftolick Preaching , 
doubtleGs there might Perſons be found out fit for both, toGovern and to Preach ; to Preach one 
God the Creator of all, one Chriſt the Redeemer of all, one Holy Ghoſt the SanCtifier of all, 
ro Preach the Baptiſm of Repenrance, and the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, to Preach God- 
linefs, Juſtice, Mercy, Charity, Sobriety, Chaſtity, &c. All which will be far better perform- 
ed by a grave and godly conſcientious Man, well Catechiſed, though he never ſaw Univerſity, 
though he knew no other Language but his Mother Tongue, then by any Ariſtoteliſt, Scoriſt, 
Agqszinetiſt, with all their knacks of quiddities and qualities, Syllogiſmes and Enthymems, di- 
ſtinttions and ſubſumptions &c. Not one Greek, or /talian, or French of a Thouſand knew any 
Language bur his Mother Tongue when the Goſpel firſt flouriſhed there; not one [ndian of a 
Hundred Thouſand, where St. Thomas planted the Golpel, ever heard of Plats or Ariftotle; 
and ſo1 may ſay of many other Nations where the Goſpel was planted andPrieſts Ordained . 
When God inſtiruted Aaron and that Prieſthood, when Chriſt inſtituted the Apoſtles and thi s 
Prieſt-hood, not a tittle mentioned of School Sciences or Forreign Languages. 'Tis true 
the Apoſtles by the Holy Ghoſt received the gift of Tongues, becauſe they were to Preach to all 
Nations, but we find not any infuſion of School-learning by the Holy Ghoſt, nor any more gift 
of Tongues after the Goſpel once (pread over the World ; God thought it then needleſs, I pray 
let's be no wiſer than God and his Chriſt, who converted the World by the Fooliſhneſs of 
Preaching, but I never yet heard of any one Nation converted by the Wiſdom of Philoſo- 
phical Rhetorical Preaching. Miſtake me not ; I ſay that Sciences and Languages are no way 
neceſſary for common Parochial Preachers, yet l grant that Sciences, eſpecially Hiſtorical, and 

uages eſpecially the Oriental, are very uſeful ro the perfect underſtanding of Scripture, 

and very fit for ſome Miniſters to ſtudy, to whom God hath given parts and means to acquire 
them; who may be helpful to others; and the Univerſities are very good places to train up 
youths to this purpoſe; bur ſtill theſe faculties are no way neceſſary to a parochial Cure, a 
ſmall proportion of Learning with a great deal of Piety and Diſcretionis much better. Beſides 
there is another thirg much to be confidered. Were there ſuch grave conſcientious perſons ad- 
mitted into the Miniſtry as the Apo#es ordained, ſuch Preaching ſet up as they practiſed, and 
all other decryed,(uch double honor paid unto the Miniſtry as St. Pax! commanded and primitive- 
ty was {Engred ( ſuch grave perſons would ſcarce ever fail of ir ) then we might find Thouſands 
inthe Nationthat having means of their own,would preach the Goſpel to the poor for — 
axes 
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ſake. .The maintenance for Miniſters in moſt parts is ſo wretchedly ſmall. (and ſolike tobe, the 
Tyrhes being in the hand of Lay-men withour hopes of recovery) that there is no convenient 
ſupport for Men of Worth and Gravity, andtherefore Youths and Striplings as wretched are 

ur into them of meer neceſſity, that they lye not wholly void ; whereas.if Men that had ſome 
Ettare to help to maintain thetnſelves, being perſons of conſcience and convenient Knowledg, 
were put into the Miniſtery, and ſuch Preaching the Goſpel accepred of, as the Apoſtles and 
Primitive Diſciples uſed, the Cures would be ſerved with far more edification of the People,and 
honor to the Church, then now they are. 

[ moſt humbly beſeech all in the ſpirit of meekneſs and humbly to conſider theſe things, lay- 
ing aſide rhe veit of pomp and vanity, which blinds their- eyes, and hinders them from diſco- 
vering the naked truth and ſimplicity of the Goſpel, I call the Searcher of all hearts to witneſs, 
I wiſh utito all Clergy-men both double honor and double maintenance alſo, I can't think 
any thing too much for thoſe who con{cientiouſly labor in the Miniſtry. But ſeeing ( asI ſaid ) 
there is no hopes of regaining the Church maintenance, we in prudence ſhould ſeek out ſuch 
helps as may be had. And truly Ihave great reaſon to hope,that were this rule obſerved of put- 
ting only grave diſcreet and conſcientious perſons into the Miniſtry ( whether Univerſity Men 
or not, it matters not, ſo as fully inſtru&=d in the Dottrine of the Goſpel by ſound Commenta- 
tors) many perſons of goodrank and Eſtate would think it no diſhonor but rather a higher bo- 
nor to enter into it, as they did inthe Primitive time ; 7aliax neerly related to the Roman Em- 
peror, and afterwards Emperor himſelf, thought it an honor to be admitted a Reader, one 
of the lowelt Offices in the Church. And for the better advancing this buſineſs, and futing 
all ſorts of Men with convenient knowledg for the Miniſtry, 1 humbly conceive it very fit there 
ſhould be one good and brief Engliſh Comment of Scripture ſeletted and compiled out of thoſe 
many voluminous Authors, laying aſide all impertinent criticiſmes, abſtruſe queſtions, nice 
ſpeculations, and the like, ſetting down only the plain and moft obvious ſence in matters of 
Faith and good life, neceſfary to ſalvation; ſich a book to be ſer forth by Authority, with a 
command that no Man in Sermons, Exhortations or Catechiſings teach any thing contrary to 
it, and what ever Learning beyond that is brought into the Pulpit, let it rather be exploded 
then applauded; for if any countenance be given toexcurſions, there will be no end, rhe itch 
Men have to ſhew their Learning will ſoon bring us again into the vain unedifying praftice we 
flow are in. | humbly conceive it fit alſo that the book of Homilies be reviewed, not to cor- 
rect any thing in them, for they are moſt excellent ſound Exhortations, Containing the true 
Primitive Spirit ; but to add to them what ever is wanting to the neceſſary Dotrine of Faith 
and good manners, to teach every perſon how. to behave himſelf in his ſeveral vocations, and 
theſe commanded to be read once over every year; forl have obſerved ſeveral, even good and 
conſcientious Preachers to take quite another method, and Preach on this or that Chapter, and 
ſoin the whole year, yea perchance in two or three years, never Preach on the duty betweeri 
Man and Wife, Parents and Children, Maſters and Servants, Magiſtrates and Subjects ; or 0- 
mit to treat of Pride, or Malice, or cheating, or the like, by reaſon of which omiſſions, ſeveral in 
the congregation are ignorant in neceſſary duties, tho rightly inſtructedin things unneceſſary. ' 

[ expect that many. will cry out of this as a means to introduce lazineſs into the Miniſtry , 
and a hindrance from exerciſing thoſe Talents God hath indowed them with. -To this k anſwer, 
Firſt, ThatI had rather the Miniſters ſhould be lazie, then the People ignorant in their duty, 
Bur ſecondly Tanſwer, That beſides Pulpit Preaching, the Miniſter may find enough to do to 
keep him from lazineſs, and exerciſe the beſt, that is, the moſt uſeful Talents of a Miniſter, 
to viſit and comfort the Sick and Afﬀifted, ro compoſe Differences and reconcile Janglers, 
to examine andinſtruCt the meaner andduller part of his Flock, who are not capable of Pulpit 
Preaching, to' whom they muſt inculcate both DoCtrines and Admonitions ten times over, and 
fearcely ſo, make them apprehend any Spiritual Matters. Experience only can raiſe a belief 
how extreamly qull the common People are in the Myſteries of Faith, and but little quicker jn 
the Principles of a good life: Chriſt dycd to fave theſe poor vulgar Souls as well as thoſe of 
the Gentry and more learn'd, yet the labor of molt Miniſters is to entertain thoſe that know 
enough, and are very lazy in.Catechiſing thoſe poor ſouls that know nothing ; ler theſe be fully 
mſtrutted, and then for me, let them ſhew their Talents by Preaching as often as they pleaſe 
to others: All thac Ilabor for, is, that thoſe may have it who moſt want it, either by injoyn- 
my ſuch Homilies as menrioned to be yearly read, or fiach Sermons to be yearly Preached : 
I am no Enemy to true Apoſtolical Preaching, God forbid I ſhould ; but to vain 'Scholaſti- 
cal"u'ele(s Preaching, to have the Paſtor, who ſhould daily watch over his Flock, fit in his 
Stiddy all the Week long, picking from that or this Quaint Author a few beauriful Flowers , 
and then to come on Send ty with his Noſegay in his hand to entertain Ladies and Courtiers ; 
for my partI count this far more ſinful lazineſs, then to read a Pious Homily on Swnday, and all 
the Week atter, go up and down from houſe to houſe raking pains toinſtrutt and exhort ſich as 
F mentioned: Bur thefe ſhall becalſed dumb Dogs, yer ſurely by none but barking Currs, who 
are who!ly ignorant in true Apoſtolick Preaching ; Pardon me if I return. them their due, who 
ſpeak evil of that they underſtand nor. 

They will Obje&, The Apoltles and Primitive Diſciples did not read Homilies, but Preach'd 
themſelves;Neither dol defire that any one Homily ſhould ever be read, ſo as we had the true A- 
poſtolick Preaching both on Sundays in publick,and Week-days al.o in private,where there is need: 

| But 
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But 1am ſure, ſuch pious Homilics as I have mentioned, are no wayes contrary to the Apoſtolical and 
Primitive Pratice, and are far more uſeful than ſuch preaching as we have now adays. And1I am alſo 
ſure, that in the pureſt and moſt primitive time, Homilies under another name, were read in the 
Churches; that is, the Epiltles of Apoſtolick, godly Biſhops, written to other Churches, were read 
in the Congregation with great Veneration : Shall the name of Epiſtle make the one apphauded,the 

name of Homily make the other reproached, the Contents and the Intent being the ſame, to ſtir up 

the People to» Godlineſs? If this will fatishe, let the Homilies be ſtiled Epiftles to fach of ſuch a 

Church, and thenl hope they will paſs for current. But you will ſay, The Compilers of our Homi-' 
lies are not of equal Authority to thoſe Primitive Epiftleys 3, Let that paſs, but I am ſure they are of 
far more Authority than moſt of our Preachers : I pray conſider, how many giddy Youths are of 
our Miniſtry; how many of greater Age, but of as little Gravity or Diſcretion ? how many that vain- 

ly preach themſelves and their own Abilities, not Chrilt and his Goſpel ? how many that preach pi- 

ouſly and yet not uſctully ? but,as I faid before, many things unneceſſary, omitting many necefſary : 

Sum up all theſe particulars, and you will find a ſmall remainder that preach piouſly and edifying 

alſo, very few to equal the Compilers of our Homilics 3 and then calmly conlider the great Ufe, yea,” 
the great Neccility of ſuch Homilies. But if you can furniſh all our Churches with pious, diſcreet. 
edifying, preaching Paſtors, I am abundantly fatished 3 and do you ſeal up the Book of Humilies till 

2 new dearth of Spiritual Food, which God in his great mercy prevent. Amzn, 


Concerning Biſhops and Priefts. 
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Hoever, unbiaſs'd, reads the Scripture, thence proceeds to the tirft Chriſtian Writers, and fo 
goes on from Age to Age, can't doubt but that the Church was alwayes governed by Bi- 
; ſhops, that is, by one Elder, or Presbyter, or Preſident, or what el(c you pleaſe to call him, 
ſet over the reſt of the Clergy, with Authority to Ordain, to Exhoxt, to Rebuke, to Judgeand Cen- 
ſure, as he found cauſe : no other Form of Government is mentioned by any Authority, for fifteen 
hundred years, from the Apoſtles downwards. Now, who can in reaton and modeſty ſuſpeR thoſe 
Primitive Biſhops, who lived in the dayes of the Apolites, choſen by them into the Church, fuc- 
ceeded them in Church-Government, yea, and in Martyrdome allo tor the Faith, as Clemens, Ipna- 
tiws, Polycarpus, and others ? who, I ſay, can ſuſpe& them to be Prevaricators in Church-Diſciplin 
and take upon them another Form of Epiſcopal Government, contrary to Apolſtolical Infticution ? 
Theſe.great Maſters of Self-denial, who gave their Lives for the Truth, would they tranſmit unto 
Poſterity a Church-Government contrary to the Truth? let who will btlieve it, I can neither believe 
it, nor ſuſpe& jt : And there is yet another thing very obſervable, that all the Orthodox Church, 
diſperſed all the World over, ſome parts having no correſpondence at all with the other by reaſon 
of diſtance, ſome by Wars divided and made cruel Enemies, yet all agreed in this Form of Govern= 
ment z and not only the Orthodox, but alfo the Schiſmaricks and Hereticks, who {eparated from, 
hated and periecuted the Orthodox Church, they likewiſe retained (till this Form of Govemmentz 
as if all were.of necellity compelled to acknowledge this, having never known, heard, nor dream'd 
of other. And thertfore nothing but neceſſity, if that, can excuſe thoſe who fiſt ſet up another 
Form of Government to.their own Maſters 3; let them ſtand or fall, I will not preſume to cenſure 
them : I will only ſay, That from the beginning it was not ſo, and, I'thank God, *tis not fo with us; 
but as it was in the beginning, ſo it is now with us, and ever (hall be, I trutt in God, Amen. 

But notwithſtanding all this, yet *tis very much to be doubted, whether they were of any diſtin 
Superiour Order from, and above the Presbyters, or one of the ſame Order ſet over the reſt, with 
power to ordain Elders, to exhort, rebuke, chaſtiſe, as Timothy and Tits were conſtituted by S. Paw. 
For though they were of the ſame Order with the other Elders and Paſtors, yet there was great 
reaſon for ſome to be placed with greater Authority to rule over the -reſt. Scripture tells us, 
That even in the dayes of the Apoſtles, there were ſeveral ſeducing Teachers, leading the People into 
Errors and Herelies, and more were to follow after the Apoſiles Times, grievous Wolves in Sheeps 
clothing 3 and therefore it was very neceſſary to pick out ſore of eminent foundneſs in Faith and 
godlinels of Life, and ſet them up on high with great Authority, as fixed Stars in the Heavens ( fo 
tiled, Revel.1, ) to whom all might have regard in dangerous Times,' as Mariners obſerve in their 
Sea-faring, Journeys. But the Scripture no where exprefles any diſtin&tion of Order among the E- 
ders we tind there but two Orders mentioned, Biſhops and Deacons. Of Deacons we (hall treat 
afterwards, Let us now proceed to the Order of Biſhops and Prieſts, which the Scripture diſtinguiſhes 
not 3 for there we find but one kind of Ordination, then certainly but one Order 3 for two diſtin& 
Orders can't be conferr'd in the ſame inſtant, by the ſame words, and by the ſame aRions. 
who think Deaconſhip and Prieſthood diſtin, the one ſubſervient &© the other, though they int 
in the ſame hour to conſecrate the ſame Man Deacon and Prieſt, do they not firſt compleat him Dea- 
con, then Prieſt? 1 pray let any man (hew me from _—_— ( as I faid )) Timothy or Tivwe, or any 

one 
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one ordained twice, made firſt Prieſt, then Biſhop, which is abſolutely reccMary, if they be diftin&t 
Characters ; and *tis generally affirmed, though I humbly conceive they ſcarce underſtand what 
they affirm, I mean, they underſtand not what theſe CharaQters are, whether Greek , Hebrew, or Ara- 
bick., or what elſe, But let that paſs, I defixe them only to ſhew me'how a Man can make two Cha- 
racers with one ſixoke or motion, A.and B, at the ſame inſtant, It then neither Timothy nor Titus, 
nor any other were but once-ordained, whence can we gather theſe two diltin&t Characters, theſe 
two diſtin Orders ? We find the Apoſiles themſelves but once ordained, thoſe by the Apoſtles but 
once ordained, and ſo on, When St. Paul left Titus in Crete to ordain, he menticns only one Ordi- 
nation, that of Presbyters ( ſo the word in Greek, ) no other there's no Commitlion given him to 
ordain Biſhops and Presbyters. Who then was to ordain Biſhops there ? not Titzs ; he had no fuch 
Command 3 we do not find that St. Paxl himfelt did : And ſure you will not grant that the Presby- 
ters which Titus ordained, that they could ordain Biſhops there, tor you will not allow them to or. 
dain ſo much as Presbyters? Yet Biſhops you will nceds have in every City, and in Crete were very 
many 3 Who ordained Biſhops for them all ? Truly, I can't find, nor you neither, I believe. But you 
will ſay, The Superiour Order contains in it virtually the Inferiour Order 3 (let this paſs at preſent) 
Doth Presbyter then virtually contain Biſhop ? 1t ſo, then all Presbyters are Biſhops. No, fay you, 
Biſhop is the Superiour Order, and that contains.in it Presbyter, You ſay fo, but by your leave you 
are to prove ſo, or give me leave to {ay otherwile, eſpecially ſecing I have Scripture for my faying, 
and you have none for yours. But ſhould I grant the Biſhop Superiour, what then ? We tind Titus or- 
dained not any but Presbyters, as he was commanded by St. Pax! ; fo we arc (till at a loſs for our 
Biſhops, we find not their Ordination. Or did St. Pay! miltake in his expreſſion, and meaning Bi- 
ſhops in every City, ſaid Presbyters in every City ? let this paſs alſo, and Ipray let us ſee what you mean 
by this, The Superiour Order virtrally contains the Inferiour. Do not you ſay, there are two diltin& 
Orders, two real diſtin indelible CharaQters imprinted in the Soul, as the School-men affirm (give 
me leave to talk their Language, though I underltand it not }) IfI take a fair Paper and make an A, 
ypon it, for the Character of Presbyter,and ther make a B. upon it for the Character of a Bifhop.the 
ſame Paper contains both Characters, but ſure one Character doth not contain the other z A. doth 
not contain B, nor doth B. contain A. So the ſame Soul may receive two Characters, two Orders 3 
but if the two Orders be diſtin, how can they contain cach other, I underſtand no more than 1 do 
theſe Holy Characters, If they can paint them out unto me in their proper Figures. perchance I may 
underſtand them better, but as yet I] ingeniouſly confeſs my ignorance, I grant, in a Mctaphylical 
way of AbſiraGion, the ſuperiour Species contains the inferiour genus, A Man, a rational Creature, 
contains'the Animality of a Horſe, the inferiour Creature, but doth not contain a real Horſe in his 
Belly 3 nox can a Man beget Horſes or men when he pleaſes 3 nor can you truly fay, a Man is a Horſe: 
I believe my School-men would take it in ſnuff, ſhould 1 afthrm any of them to be Horſes, &e. But 
they affirm, that a Biſhop doth not only virtually contain the Prieſthood, but is really a Prieſt, and 
can make Prieſts or Biſhops as he pleaſe : Whereby you may ſee this Anſwer, That the Supcriour 
Order virtually contains the Inferiour, is a meer Evaſion 3 it ſounds as if it were ſomething, but 
xeally is nothing to our purpoſe at all z for wearenot now upon Metaphyſical AbſtraQtions,but real, 
individual Subſiſtencies 3 two actual diſtin Orders, as they would have it, two diftin& indelible 
Charaters imprinted on mens Souls by Ordination, as A. and B. which can never be truly affirmed 
one of the other, A. isnot B.nor B. is not A. a man is not a Horſe, nor a Horſe is not a man; ſoa 
Biſhop, ordain'd onely a Biſhop, is not a Prieſt, nor a Priclt a Biſhop, if they be diſtinct. Wherefore 
I muſt believe them one and the ſame Order, eſpecially ſeeing the Scripture applics the ſame name 

promiſcuouſly to both 3 which is the ſecond Argument of their Identity, to be one and the ſame. 
Afts 20. St. Paul ſends to Epheſus, to call the Presbyters of that Church unto him at Miletum, 
and ſpeaking to them he calls them all Biſhops ( in our Tranſlation *tis Overſeers ) ver. 28. So in 
his Epiſtle to the Philippians, he direQts to all the Saints, with the Biſhops and Deacons, both in the 
Plural number: ſo that by the word Biſhops we muſi needs underſtand Presbyters 3 for Biſhops, as we 
vow take the word, were never many in one City, I pray obſerve alſo St. Paul, Epiſt. to Titus, 1.5. 
For this cauſe left I thee in Crete,---- that thou ſhouldeſt ordain Elders in every City----if any be blameleſi- -- 
for a Biſhop muſt be blemcleſs. 1s it not here evident, that an Elder nd a Biſhop in St. Paul's Lan- 
guage is one and the ſame 3 otherwiſe there were no coherency at all in St. Paz/'s ſpeech. If this be 
not convincing, beyond all poſſible evation, I underftand nothing of Diſcourſe. Other ſuch places 
are obvious in Scripture to every one, I need mention no more ; only I deſire to inform the Reader 
of a paſlage to this purpoſe, in an Epiſtle of Clemens to the Corinthians. This Clemens is mentioned 
#1 Scripture , and is he whom St. Peter appointed his Succeſſor at Rome, and was of ſo great Autho- 
rity, that as St. Hierome tells us, this his Epiſtle was read in Churches : Now in this Epiſtle Clemens 
particularly ſets torth the Conſtitution of the Church by the Apoſtles, and what Minitters they or- 
dained in the Church ; to wit, Biſhops and Deacons, he names no other; which ſeems to me as full 
an evidence as car be, that there were no other Orders in the Church in thoſe dayes but thoſe two; 
And yet we are ſure there 'was then Presbyters in the Church 4 for Peter and Fobn call themſelves 
Presbyters, and St. Peter calls thera Presbyters to whom he wrote his Epiſtle 3 ſo that if there were bur 
two Orders, to wit, Biſhops and Deacons, Presbyters mult be one and the ſame with Biſhops,or with 
Deacons 3 not with Deacons therefore one and the ſame with Biſhops 3 One Order called by twa 
nanics 
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names promiſcuouſly in Scripture, as hath been ſhewed before : And I deſire you to obſerve,that of thoſe 
two names, Presbyter and Biſhop, if there be any Dignity and Eminency expreſs'd in one more than the 
other, ſure it is in the name of Presbyter, not Biſhop 3 becauſe the Apoliles themlclves, and the chict ot: 
the Apoliles ( as ſome would have it, whoſtand highelt on their Pantables ) are in Scripture ſtyled Pres« 
byters or Elders, as the word in our Engliſh Tranſlation, but never Byhops, as I remeraber. And there- 
fore I can't but wonder, why that haughty Head of the Papilts [hould not aſſume to himſcltthe Title of 
his pretended Predecefſor, St. Petcr, Presbyter rather than Biſhop, unleſs it be by God's providential diſpo+ 
(ure, to ſhew his blindnels in this as well as in other things, and make him confute, himſelt . by this 
,ame of Biſhop, which was never given to St. Peter, no more than St. Peter gave unto him.the Head(hip 
of the Church. As to the Interpretations and Anſwers given to theſe and tuch like Scripture-expretli- 
ons, ſure I necd not rake any pains to confute them 3 for they are ſo weak, as that Petavins, a late Wri- 
rer, and great Stickler for the Superiority of Epiſcopacy, durſt not truſt to them, nor would venture his 
Credit to make Uſe of them, but found out a new and rare conceit,as he conceives, TI hat theſe Presby- 
yers mentioncd in Scripture, and called by both names, were all really Biſhops, and that'the Apoſiles 
Ordained them ſo, as molt convenient for that times . for the Congregations of the Faithful being 
ſmall, there needed no Prieſts under the Biſhops to officiate, and yct there was need of Biſhop in thote 
ſmall Congregations, becauſe there were ſeveral things to be done, , which were not within the Pawer 
and. capacity of. Presbyters to act, ( as he ſuppoſes ) az. the laying, on of hands, and contirming the 
Faithful, after Baptiſm, the veiling of devoted Women, the reconciling of Penitents, the ordaining of 
Deacons where there was need 3 and adds moreover, {everal impertincncies, .as the making of Chriſme, 
conſecrating Church-Veſſcls, &c. And Petavius mightily applauds himfelt in this conceit, as the only 
means to clear all difficulties : Our Dr. Hammond allo finding the uſual Interpretations of thoſe places 
of Scripture above mentioned, too week to ſuftain the Arguments builded on them for the Unity of 
Order, goes along after Petavins a great way in the fore-cited Diſcourſe ( though not in the later Imper- 
tinences, ) and athrms, that the Presbyters then were all Biſhops 3 And fo tarl go with them, that all 
wete Presbyters, all Biſhops, becauſe all was one, and one was all ; ſeveral Names, not ſeveral Orders, as 
they would have it; and this, I humbly conceive, firmly proved by my tormer Argument of one Ordi-. 
nation, wherein two diltin&t Orders could nut be cuntcrred 3 fo that (till I require them to ſhew me 
from Scripture where theſe Presbyter-Biſhops were twice ordained, el{e it cannot- be truly affirmed they 
were really and actually Prieſts and Biſhops. As for that Anſwer, That though but one Order was con- 
ferred, viz. Epiſcopal, yet that being ſuperiour to the Prietthood, contains this virtually in itz fix{t, you 
are to prove Biſhop to be ſuperiour to Presbyter, which | deny, the Apoliles being peculiarly called Presby- 
ters, Secondly, that one contains theother,l ſuppoſe is already confuted.and fully declar'd that it cannot 
bez And,as I mentioned before, you do in cffe& contels it your ſelves by your practice tor, if the Su- 
periour Order ſo contains the Inferiour, as to enable a man thereby to act all things belonging to the In-" 
teriour, it is a very impertinent thing to ordain a man, as you do, firſt a Deacon, then a Prieſt, thena 
Biſhop, when you defign to confer all upon him in the ſame day and hour. 
And now, I pray give me leave toexamine a little Petauixs his rare conceits, which he conceives will 
ſatishie all former objections, and will meet with no new ones. He conteſles the Presbyters of the Apo- 
iles times were all of one Order, viz. Biſhops, becauſe the Paſtors of each Congregations might perform: 
thoſe ſeveral acts he mentions, which a bare Presbyter is not capable of. And why not capable of them? 
how doth he prove this? he brings not one tittle of proof for this out of Scripture, where there are 
good proofs to the contrary. St. Peter and St. Fobn, Presbyters, could doall theſe and more; Ergo Presby- 
zers are capable of all. But,ſaith he, The Apoſtles were Biſhops alſo 3 alſo is impertinentas fignitying ſome- 
what elſe, whereas I ſay and prove *tis one and the ſame Order, only another name, it lies upon him to 
prove this difference of Orders 3 and how doth he prove it? becauſe Presbyters can't do the adts of a Bi- 
ſhop, why, this is the thing in queltion 3 and thus he runs round to prove this by that, and that by this; 
and not one tittle out of Scripture tor cither. I know tull well by ſeveral Canons of Councils,made ſome 
at one time, ſome at another, the Biſhops reſerved many things to themſclves, whereof moſt of them had 
been practiſed formerly by Presbyters, and the Canons were made to prevent the like for the future; 
for had there not been ſuch a practice, there had becn no necd of ſuch Canons, whereby they reſerved 
theſe things unto themſelves, and for their own Greatneſs would needs perſwade the World that Pres- 
byters were not capable of them, I grant, that for Decency and Order in that ſenſe, ſome things may be 
reſerved to ſome, other things to others to perform, but that the Order of Priethood was not capable, is 
even ridiculous, that the Prieſthood, being capable to do the greateſt things, ſhould not be capable to do 
the lealt 3 he can conſecrate the Souls of men by Baptiſm and the Lords Supper, yet ( forlboth) can't 
conſecrate their Oyl, and their Cups, and their Candleſticks, which we never heard the Apoliles did, or 
dream'd of, but are the fond dreams of doting men, juſt like the Phariſees, waſhing cups and platters 
after the DoEtrines of men. Really, there needs no better confutation cf their diftinion and Superio- 
rityot Epiſcopal Order, than the mean ridiculous things which they aſcribe unto their Biſhops, and 
deba? Presbyters of, which, me thinks, a Presbyter ſhould contemn, were they offercd him 3 and therefore 
tuch Arguments as theſe are not worth the ſmall pains 1 have taken about them. 

I proceed to ſomewhat that ſeems a lictle better 3 Peravins tells us, That the number of Chriſtians in- 
creating, and Factions arifing in the Church, the Apoliles at length, towards the. end of their times, 
chole out of theſe Presbyter-Biſhops, ſome chick men, and placed them-as Governours over the reſt, and 
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reſerved unto theſe principal men the power of oxrdaining 3 thus far I freely conſent, the Scripture de- 
Clares it, and it ſeems moſt Rational. And, I humbly conceive, theſe Governours and Ordainers were 
men of great Prudence and Moderation, and probably had alſo that Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, The diſcern- 
ing of Spirits, and judging of Men (a gift mentioned in Scripture among, others ) that none might be 
admitted intp the Prieſthood but men of meck and peaceable Spirits. But now I would ask Petavius 
when theſe Governing Ordaining Biſhops were ſet over the reſt of the Presbyter-Biſhops? when Titus was 
firſt ſettled with this Authority in Crete, and when Timothy was thus placed at Epheſus, where we find 
before were ſeveral Presbyter-Biſhops, what became of them ? were they un-biſhop'd and made ſimple 
Presbyters ? they muſt no more ordain nor govern, but be ſubjeft to Timothy and Titzs. | am (ure it was 
t t no ſmall Puniſhment in future Ages, when Biſhops were thus by Decrees of Council abaſed and 
caſt down unto the Presbyter Form, and it was tor {ome notorious Crimes. 1 pray what Crime wercall 
theſe Presbyter-Biſhops guilty of, to be thus handled, and tumbled down into a lower Form ? Truly Peta- 
vixs deals hardly with them, unlefs he can fhew us their Crime, Or will he, inſtead of accuting them, 
excuſe himſelf, and ſay they were not unbiſhop'd nor abaſed, but only rcftsained from exerciling that 
Power their Order was capable of, had they becn commiſſioned thereto? Truly, I mult commend Peta- 
vites, if he will thus ingeniouſly confeſs the truth, tor I ſhall by and by fully declare that *tis the diver- 
fity of Commiſſion, and not of Order, that inables men to act diverſly, and that a Biſhop without Com- 
miſſion can do no more than a Presbyter without Commithton 3 and therefore I farther beg of Petavins, 
that, till he can prove the contrary, he would confeſs them allo to be all of one ti:gle Order, called on- 
ly by divers names, Prieſt or Biſhop, and one choſen out of the number, not the reli abaſed, but he ex- 
alted with authority to Govern, This is the rational and common Practice of all Societies, Corpora- 
tions, Colledges, Monaſtefies, Conclave of Cardinals, what not > There is no new Order ſuppoſed in 
any of theſe, but onely a new EleQtion, and a new Authority given, according to the fundamental con- 
ſitution of each Society. The Pope himſclf with his triple Crown, and triple Dominion over all Patri- 
archs, Arch-biſhops, Biſhops, pretends to have no new Order ct Popc{hip, but only the new Authori- 
ty conferred by his Ele&ion: why then may not Presbytcrs choſen to pretide over the rett without any 
new Order, do the like? And for this very reaſon, I conceive, Juſtin Martyr uſes the name of Preſident 
alwayes for Biſhop; and St. Cyprian alſo, a Bilhop himſelt, and molt glorious Martyr, he calls himfelt, 
and other Biſhops generally, by the name of Prepoſitus 3 as if this were the main diltinCtion betwixc 
himſelf and his Presbyters, that he was Prepoſitxs only, one of them placed with Authority over them ; 
no more : Nor doth the Name of Biſhop in the Original Greek, ſignitie any more than an Overſeer of 
the reſt, And as for the avoiding of Hereſics and Fadtions, they thought it meet to ſettle ſome Biſhop, 
of great ſoundnels in Faith, and godlineſs of Life, with authority to rettrain and chaſtiſe diſorderly Pa- 
fiors. Juſt ſo, when whole Nations were converted and not only the Paltors but the Biſhops alſo (who 
had overſight of the Paſtors ) increaſed in number, then for the ſame reaſon it was thought ht there 
ſhould be an Overſeer of the Bifhops, and be called an Arch-Biſhop 3 when the Arch-Biſhops were mul- 
tiplied,then another ſet over them,and he called a Patriarch and at laft, one over the Patriarchs, and he 
calPd Papa, a Pape, Catexochen, though Papa before was a name attributed to other Biſhops, Now as 
Pope, Patriarch, Arch-Biſhop, Biſhop, are all oneand the ſame Order { Papilts themſelves grant this ) fo Bi- 
ſhop, Elder, Prerbyter, Prieſt, all one and the ſame, only one of theſe {er over the relt, and he now parti» 
cularly call'd Epiſcopuer, that is, Biſhop, Catexochen, becauſe he overſces the Overſcers: but this latt Con- 
ficution only is Apoſtolical,the other of Arch-Bithop, Patriarch, Pope, ate mecr humane, not at all men- 
tioned in Scripture. . 

But now another ObjcQion ariſes. Petavixs grants, that all the Elders which the Apoſiles Ordained 
were Biſhops, and towards the end of the Apoftles dayes they ſet ſome emincr:t amongyi them over the 
relt, to govern, and ordain Elders in every City, as Timothy and Titzs, and thele Elders in every City 
were Biſhops, and thus the Apoſtles left the Church with Biſhops only and Deacons, And this is evi- 
dent, by what I brought before out of Clemens, who lived after the Apoſtles dayes, and mentions only 
Biſhops and Deacons left by the Apoſtles. This being ſo, I detire to know, who attes the Apoliles dayes 
began this new kind of Ordination of Presbyters or Elders, not Biſhops ? the Apoltles ordained none 
ſuch 3 who then? and by what Authority was this new Order {ct up ? the Scripture mentions it not z 
when and by whom it came in 3 A very bold undertaking, without Scripture or &poliolical Praftice. 

L will not boaſt my conceit, as Petauizs doth his 3; only 1 wiſh the Reader to conhider, which is moſt 
Practical, moſi Rational, or rather moſt Scriptural 3 thereon I frame this whole Fabrick, as the Rock and 
only ſure Foundation : Humane Brain is too weak to erc&t and to ſupport the Fabrick of the Church of 
God, which the Romaniſts have made a very Babel with their Humane Inventions and multiplied Cha- 
raters and Orders 5 {ome of them would have nine ſeveral holy Orders in God's Church Militanc 

' here on Earth, becauſe there are nine ſeveral Orders of Caelcitial Spirits in the Church Triumphant in 
Heaven. This is a Caftle of their own building in the Air, a rare foundation for God's Church. Others 

will have ſeven ſeveral Orders and CharaCters, as ſcven Gifts ct the Holy Ghoſt, Hath the Holy Ghoſt 
then hut ſeven ſeveral Gifts to confer on men ? St. Pal. 1 Cor. 12. counts unto us nine 3 not as iPtheſe 

were all, but only fo: Example fake, to ſhew us, that many and divers Gifts are conterred on us by one 

and the ſame Spirit 3 and in theconclufion of the ſame Chapter he mentions eight. Theſe things were 

uttercd accidentally, according to the occafion, not as limiting the Gifts of the Holy Gholt to any ſet 
Number. But if you will farther look into their application of cicle Gitts of the Holy Ghoſt, and ſee to 
| what 
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kind of ſeveral Orders they approptiate them, it would make a tnan amazed, to ſee Sober, Learned 
_ —_ that'great Wit and Scholar, Aquinas, diſcourſe in ſuch wild manner, as did you but ftand 
behind a Curtain, to hear and not ſee them, you doubtleſs would conclude you heard ſome old Woman 
in the Nurſery, telling her Dreams to Children, rather than Divine DoQtors in School. I'I1 name but” 
one or two of their ()rders. The Porter of the Church-Door is one, and Che forſooth ) hath a Sacred 
CharaRter imprinted on his Soul, and his Gift is, the Diſcerning of Spirits, that he may judge whoare fit 
to enter into God's Church, who to be ſhut out. Another of their Orders is that of Acolothi, who art 
now, ( anciently they were quite another thing ) certain Boys carrying Torches, and attending on the 
Biſhop ſaying Matſs 3 theſe have their Character alſo, and their Gift ot the Holy Ghoſt, is the Interpre-- 
zation of Tongues, ſignified ( no doubt on't) by the Light in their” hands, but underfiand no more of 
Tongues than the Stick of their Torch. I will not weary you with more of their Abſurdities: W 
Our Epiſcopal Divines, reje&ing theſe Chymerical Fancies of Orders and'Charadters, ſuppoſe it to be - 
a certain Faculty and Power conferred by the laying on of Hands for the Exerciſe of Miniſterial Duties; - 
and according to this purpoſe, the Superiour Order contains the Interiour, as the greater Power con- 
tains in it the leſs : Thus Epiſcopacy, being the Superiour Order, contains in it Prietthood and Deacon- 
ſhip3 theſe three are their ſuppoſed diſtinct Orders, They may ſuppoſe this if they pleaſe,” and I may 
ſuppoſe the contrary : But I would gladly know, on what Scripture they ground this Diſcourſe, that's 
the thing I ill require 3 and there we find no larger Faculty or Power given to Biſhops, but rather to 
Presbyters, as | have ſhewed 3 the Apoſtles, who had the greateſt Power, being ſtyled Pregbyters, not Bi- 
ſhops. And when our Biſhops do ordain Presbyters, do not they uſe the very fame Form of words which 
our Saviour uſed when he ordained the Apoſiles ? Receive ye the Holy G hoſt : whoſe fins ye forgive, they are 
forgiven, &c. Do they not then by the ſame words confer the ſame Power ? ( tor I hope they uſe no- 
vocation, nor mental Reſervation ) if the Power be the ſame, the Order is the ſame'by their owt1 
Rule. Again, Let us examine their own Practice : Do they not require-a man ſhould be ordained firſt - 
Deacon, before he be ordained Prieſt, and Prieſt before Biſhop ? what needs this, if the Superiour con- 
tains the Inferiour, But in Scripture we find it otherwiſe 3 Timothy, who long officiated underS. Paut 
as a Presbyter, when he was left at Epheſus, and ſo when Tits was left at Crete, both to be Biſhops, we 
find no new Ordination 3 were this requiſite, ſure the Scripture would have given us at leaſt ſome-hint 
of it, but not one tittle there, But if the Scripture be defective in Exprefſions, you will ſupply it by 

the Expreſſions and Practice of the Church in the firlt ſucceeding Ages. - 


Before you go on, and take much pains to ſhew me this, give me leave to tell you, that I ſhall not-ea- 
fily recede from Scripture in Fundamentals, either of Faith or Church-diſcipline, in things indifferent of 
themſelves, or in more weighty matters, very doubttully expreſs'd in Scripture, I ſhall always moſt 
readily ſubmit to the Interpretation of the Primitive and Univerſal Church, Irequire both Primitiveand 
Univerſal 3 for I ſhewed before, that in matters of Faith there were-ſome Errours very Primitive, yet - 
not continued by the Univerſal Church, but rejected in ſucceeding Ages. .- And at the time of the Evane 
gelical Reformation by Luther, Melandton, Calvin, &rc. I can thew fome Errors ly received in moſt, 
if not in all the Churches of Chriſtendom, but neither approved nor knownby the Primitive Church : 
wherefore, I require what you produce, (hould be both Primitive and Univerlal, ard this to interpret 
ſome place of Scripture doubtful in it ſelf; not plain. Now, as to the Buſineſs in hand, I'can't yield 
that the Scripture is very doubtful in it, or ſcarce doubtful at all 3 for though in Scripture *tis not in 
terminis ſaid, Presbytery and Epiſcopacyare both one and the ſame Order, yet thecircurnſtancial expreffions 
are ( as I have (hewed ) ſo firong and many, that they are cquivalentto a clear expreſſion, in terminis. 
Secondly, this is not a matter of any indifferency, but of valt and dangerous conſequence, if miſtaken, 
That a Church, without ſuch Biſhops as you require, can't be truly call'd a Church, and fo we ſhall 
exclude many Godly Reformed Churches : For it Biſhops be of ſuch a Superiour and-diftin& Order, as 

ou pretend,"if the Power of Ordination be inherent in them only, Then, where no Biſhop, no true 
Priefs ordained; where no Prieſts, no Sacraments z where no Sacraments, no Church. Wherefore, I 
\ humbly beſtech you, be not too poſitive in this point, left thereby you do not only condemn all theRe- 
formed Churches, but the Scripture, and St. Paxl allo z who tells us, That the Scripture is ſufficient to 
make us wiſe unto Salvation, both in matters of Faith and Works allo, to inſtruc; and throughly fur- 
niſh us to every good Work : and will any deny this of Ordination to be both a good and neceſſary 
work, ſeeing that the powerful Preaching the Word, and adminiſtration of the Sacraments depend up- 
on it? Wherefore, I dare not by any means ſuſpect the Scripture defective in this weighty affair, Yet, 
to ſhew you our willingneſs to hear all things, let us hear what you can tell us from Antiquity. 
_ The firſt you bring is Epiphanizs, three hundred years after the Apoſiles, from whom the main Ob- 

lon is drawn againſt the Identity of Order, and ſhot as a Cannon Ball againſt us, beyond all 

le refiftance, but you will find it-to be a mere Tennis-Ball. Epiphanizs, making a Catalogue of Here- 
ticks, puts in Arius for one, who was an Arrian, and moreover held, that Biſhops and Priefts were all-of 
one Order, and of equal Dignity and Authority,and that a Presbyter had power to Ordain, Confirm, and, 
in ſhort, to a any thing equal with a Biſhop. That he was an Heretick is apparent, being an Arrian 3 
ray, I ſhall not ſcruple to yield unto you, that he was an Heretick in this his Aſſertion concerning Epi- 
ſeopacy and Pregbytery, ( as we now underſtand them,”) I fay, the Aﬀertion contains Herelie in one part, 
but not in every part, viz. That the Biſhop and other Presbyters are of equal Authority and -Power to 
a& : this may, in ſome ſenſe, be called Herefie, for it is againſt Apoſtolical Conſiitution declared in Scri- 
pture, therefore an Hereſie 3 and if you can {hew me _ Scripture as much againſt Identity of _ 

| I 
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I ſhall brand him for an Heretick in that alſo but being ſure'there is-no ſuch thing] in Scriptare, there 
can beno Herefie in affirming the Identity, I fully agree with Terta/liar, we can tnake no judgment, de 
rebus fidei, niſi ex literis fidei, of Matters of Faith, but from the Writings of Faith, that is, the Scripture, 
and therefore I (hall never be pulled from this Pillar of Truth. The Scripture is our compleat Rule of 
Faith, no Opinion is heretical and damnable which is not againſt that. Now, Good Reader, I pray take 
notice that Epiphanins was a very Godly Biſhop in the main, but yet a very Cholerick man, as appears 
in that his fierce conteſt with Fob Biſhop of Conſtantinopleand his bitter expreſſions therein,which I do 
not-mention in diſparagement of this holy mah, but only to give the Reader a caution to remember, 
that paſſionate men do (ometimes cenſure more ſeverely than there is cauſe : Epipbanius being a Biſhop, 
and finding the Authority and Dignity of Epiſcopacy much diſparaged by Aris, being an Arrian Here- 
tick, falls upon him ſharply for this his Opinion alſo, wherein he was in part much to be condemned, 
as I freely confeſs'd before, .but,not in the very Point now in queſtion 3 nor. doth. Epiphanizes himſelf 
conderrn him in this particular as an Heretick, but only in the gtoſs, to which I frecly give my Vote. 
But you will: tell mc, a man of a far milder temper, St. Azftin, doth alſo inroll Arius among Hereticks. 
Lknow it well, bur I deſire you to know that St. Aſtin doth not lay this to his charge as ani Herefie, 
for he faith only thus 3 AErins alſo was an Heretick , for he fell into Arrien Hereſje, and he added ſome Opis 
nions of bis own then St. Auſtin recounts ſeveral of his Opinions, whereof this was one, That he affirm- 
ed, there was'no difference between a Biſhop and a Prerbyter; where, I pray you obſerve,St. Auſtin gives 
us the reaſon why he ranks him with Hereticks, viz. becauſe he fell into the Arrian Hereliez then fol- 
lows, And he added ſome Opinions of his own : St. Aſtin calls theſe Opinion, not Herefies, far he doth 
not ſay he added more Heretics of his own. Secondly,l pray you obſerve,St. Auſtin makes no mention of 
his affirming the Identity of Order, but only this, That there was no difference at all between Bifþ 
and Presbyter, wherein I will condemn /Eriws as well as you. But, as for the Identity of Order, *tis well 
known, that St. Auſtin is noted by Medina, a Papiſt Writer, and others, to incline to this Opinion but for 
my part, I think the words quoted from St. Awſtin, donot expreſs any Opinion one way or other to this 
purpoſe, but are only a Complement to Sr. Hierom, who was but a Presbyter ; yet, in humility St. Ax- 
ſtn being a Biſhop, acknowledges him to be his Superiour in many things. But I defire you to take no- 
tice of another very remarkable and moſt worthy paſſage of St. Auſtin, who tells us plainly, that we are 
not to read him, or any other Author, ever ſo Holy, or ever fo Learned, with any obligation to ſubmit 
to his or their Opinions, unleſs they prove their Opinions by Scripture, or convincing Reaſons, So 
then, had Aris been declared both by Epiphanixs and St. Auſtin alſo, to have been a Heretick in this 
vexy particular of Identity of Qrder, yet they: bringing neither Scripture nor any Reaſon at all, but 
merely a bare narrative of Arizs and his Opitiions, not ſo much as calling his Opinion in this particu- 
lar-Herefie, much leſs offering proofs for it 3 by St. Azſtin's Rule we may, with great civility to them, 
and great confidence in the truth, Rill afhrm the Identity of Order. | 

But how will I anſwer that ObjeQion taken out of St. Hierom, who, ſay you, was as great a Leveller 
of Biſhops with Pricfts as any. ( and therefore what ever comes from him, you may be ſure is extracted 
from him by the pwerfulneſs of undeniable truth ) yet he confeſſes that Biſhops have the Authozity 
of Ordination-mote than Presbyters. A man may {mile to ſee this uſed as an Argument for the prehe- 
minency of Biſhops, which is direQly againſt it : For, St. Hierom, having diſcours'd of the Quality and 
Identity of Presbyters and Biſhops, and having brought many Arguments frotn Scripture to prove that 
Biſhop and Presbyter was only two names for one and the ſame Office for a further confirmation here- 
of, asks this queſtion ; I pray what doth a Biſhop do more than a Presbyter, except Ordination ? Plainly 
intimating thereby, that this could make no fuch diftinQion of Eminency in them above Presbyters : I 
beſeech you conſider, Do not Presbyters perform Offices of a higher nature than Ordination ? Prexby- 
ters are ordained Ambaſſadours for Chriſt, to preach his holy Goſpel for the falvation of Souls; they are 
under Chriſt, Mediators between God and the Poople, to make Interceſſion for them 3 th& adminifier 
the Sacrament of Baptiſm, wherein the Children of wrath are regenerated and made the Children of 
God, and Heirs of Eternal Life; yea, they adminiſter the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper alſo, the moſt 
tranſcendent a& of Religion and Chriſtian Dignity, whereby we are made partakers of the Body and 
Blood of Chrift : And what doth a Biſhop more than theſe, except Ordination ? which being no Sa- 
crament, ſure is inferiour in dignity to the other mentioned Acts, and therefore cannot elevate them to 
a higher degree. Judge now, 1 beleech you, whether this Queſtion makes pro or con? Arenot ſuch 
ſtjons alwayes tending to Diſparagement? when any man is boaſting his Power and Authority, ſttould 
I come and ask, What can you do more than others, unleſs it be ih this or that poor bulineſs, not worth 
ſpeaking of ? would he not take this as an Aﬀront ? Wherefore it cannot enter into my head, that 
St, Heetomr intended by this Quettion to expreſs any ſuperiour Order above the Prieſthood, but plainly 
the contrary, #2. That Biſhops having no other Power diftin& from Prieſts but Ordination, this could 
be no Argument for a diftin& and ſuperiour Order. And now I defire my Reader, if he underſtand 
Latin, to view the Epiſtle of St. Hierom to Evagrins, and doubtleſs he will wonder to ſee men have:the 
confidence to quote any thing out of it for the diſtinction between Epiſcopacy and Presbytery, for the 
whole Epiſtle is to ſew the Identity of them. Before I chanced to read this Epiſtle, I was of the erro- 
neous Opinion, that Biſhops were a diſtin Order, but ſo convinc'd by this Epiſtle, as I was forced to 
ſubmit toachange : And I farther delire my Reader to obſerve the various Fate of Sr. Hierom and ZE- 
rius ; Arins is teviled as an Heretick for affirming this Identity of Order 3 Hierom paſſes for a Saint, 
and'a great DoGtor of the Church, though he affirms the very ſame as fully as Arizs, or any man can 


do 
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do; and therefore it may be my fate to be reviſed as Arims was 3 but our Saviour bids us rejoyes and 
be exceeding glad when we are reviled for his Names ſake, (or for his Words fake, ſure all is one) 
for great is our Reward 3 and ſo I proceed, 

But there lies yet a great Obje&tion made by our good biſhop Hall; he tells how that Celluthus a Preſ- 
byter of Alexandria, took upon him to ordain others; and that afterwards, in a Council of an hundred 
Biſhops in Agypt, their Ordination was declared null, becauſe ordained by a Prerbyter ; from this and 
ſome other ſuch Inſtances, the Biſhop would prove that the Order of Prcsbyters is not capable to or- 
dain, therefore Biſhops are a diſtin Order, I am ſorry ſo good a man had no better a proof for his 
intended purpoſe. It ſeems he quite forgot how that the famous Council of Nice, conſiſting of above 
-rhiree hundred, made a Canon, wherein they declare, That if any Biſhop ſhould ordain any of the 

Clergy, belonging to another Biſhop's Dioceſs, without conſent and leave had of that Biſhop to whoſe 

Diocels they did belong, their Ordination ſhould be null. You fee then the irregular Ordination of 
a Biſhop is as null, as the irregular Ordination of a Presbyterz therefore the irregular Biſhop, and the 
irregular Presbyter, are of the ſame Order, of the ſame Authority, neither able to ordain. Is it not moſt 
evident by this, that *tis not thein Order but Commiſſion, that makes them capable to ordain; ſure'an 
irregular Biſhop is of the ſame Order with the regular : Is the Line of his Dioceſs like a Conjurers Circle, 
within it he is a Biſhop, without it he is none. No, but within it he hath Commiſſion given him to 
ordain, without itno Commiſſion, no nor to a in his own Dioceſs beyond his Commithon, which is 
to ordain only the Clergy of his own Dioceſs, and within his own Dioceſs. Can any thing be 
plainer ? Cellths then being but a Presbyter, and under the Juriſdiction of the Biſhop of Alexandirs 3 
his taking upon him to ordain Presbyters, was highly irregular and infolent, and therefore moſt juſtly 
declared null. I deſire the Papiſtical School-divines, with their manitold indelible CharaQters, to ob- 
ſerve here, how ealily the Councils daſht out the indelible CharaRter of Presbyter, imprinted on the 
Souls of theſe men irregularly ordained; they made a clear Raſure, not one Tittle of it left, And 
could they ſo eafily cancel the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt ? I leave my School-men to find out how this 
rare feat was dons. And I proceed to add a Canon taken from a Council at Antioch, concerning 
Chorepiſcopi, much to our purpoſe. 

When the Apoliles had ſettled Biſhops in every City, with Authority of ordaining and governing 
the ſeveral Churches or Congregations within the Circuits of thoſe Cities 3 ſome were very large, 
and therefore in proceſs of time, when more were converted to the Faith, and the Congregations 
encreaſed more in number, and at greater diſtance than the Biſhop himſelf could well have the over- 
fight of, the Biſhop choſe ſore principal men for his Afiſtancez and dividing his great Circuit mts 
ſeveral leſſer Circuits, placed theſe men as Ovetſees under him 3 and theſe were called Chorepiſrops, 
that is, Country Biſhops, and were much after the marner of our Rural Deans. Thoſe Chorepiſeops, 
Country Biſhops, being thus ſettled in Authorify to govern the paſtoral prieſts in their Circuits, took 
upon them to ordain more priefis when occafion required, which the chief Biſhops took very ill at their 
hands, as a great leſſening to their ſupream Authority : And to prevent it for the future, a Canon 
was made in the Council of Antioch, about the year 340. to forbid theſe Country Biſhops to ordaire 
any Prieſts, Now I pray you obſerve, Theſe Chorepiſcops were either really ordained in the Order of 
the Chief Biſhop, or not , it they were as full Biſhops as he, (as really they were) why might they not 
ordain Prieſts as well as he? The chief Biſhop anſwers, becauſe he gave them no Commiſſion, 
Whereby you ſee that the power of ordaining Priefts, was annexed no more to Biſhops than to Prieſts, 
unleſs the Biſhops received a new Commiſſion to ordain, as well as a new Ordination. If it be an» 
{wered, that theſe Chorepiſcopi were mere Prieſts ſent forth to have InſpeCtion only over other Prieſts; 
Then I pray obſerve, that theſe Chorepiſcopi being mere Prieſts, took upon them to ordain other Prieſts 3 
which certainly had been madneſs for them to do, had they then ſuch a belict of Biſhops as is now 
required. They might as well have undertaken to create Stars in the Heavens : For it Biſhops only have 
received a divine Power from Chriſt and his Apoſiles to ordain Prielts, he that hath not this divine 
power of Ordination, can no more ordain a Prieft, than 4 man without the divine Power of Creation, 
can create a Star, both are poſſible in Nature: trom whence it mult follow, that theſe Country Biſhops 
were directly mad in undertaking to ordain Prielts, having received no ſuch divine Power from Chri 
his Apoſiles or their Succefſors: But if we take theſe Country Biſhops for ſober, godly perſons, in their 
right wits (as doubtleſs they were, being ſelected for that Office) they mult needs believe, that being 
Priefis alone, they had power to ordain other Prieſts, and alſo believed, that the Biſhops having made 
them Overſeers and Governours in their little Circuits, they had alſo received thereby Commiſſion 
to ordain, as well as to govern, and were as little Biſhops under an Arch-biſhopz for ſach really they 
were: fo that I can't in charity cenſure them ſo much as of Contumacy in taking upon them mora 
than (they thought at leaſt) they had Commiſſion to a&: I doubt not but the chief Biſhop would 
be wary. enough not to employ any conturnacious perſons, I conclude then, firſt, That it was only 
2 mere miſtake, an ecafic and pardonable miſtake of their Committion; Secondly, That in thoſe times 
it was not thought an impoſſible thing for bare Prieſts, no Biſhops, to ordain other Prielts, for rhety 
certainly they would never have undertaken it. And I confeſs my ſelf of their opinion, and can't bus 
{o continue till I ſce more reaſon to the contrary. 

And I hope my Reader will ſee what weak Proofs are brought for this diſtintion and ſuperiority 
ot Order 3 no Scripture,no primitive General Council,no =_— conſent of primitive Doors and Fa» 
thers,no not one Prirnitive Father of note ſpeaking particulasly and home to our purpoſe. Only a _ 
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"of Epiphanius arid St. Autin, upon, Erius the Arrian Heretick, but not declared, no not by them, an 


Heretick,in this particular of Epiſcopacy 3 ſo that I my ſelf declare more particularly againſt him than 
theſe Fathers do, accuſing him of Hereſie in part of his affirmation concerning Biſhops, though not in 
ever rt, . 

| thall conclude this Buſineſs, by giving my yoor Fadgmat, drawn from the preceding Arguments, 
I tind in Scripture, that the Prieſthood is an holy Order, into which no man is to thruſt himſelf, unleſs 
he becalled 3 I do not find that Deaconſhip hath an inferiour part in it, or Epiſcopacy above it, but that 
it is compleat and intire in it ſelf, and that it may involve many Adminiſtrations in one and the ſame 
Order, and ſometimes many in one and the ſame Perſon. St. Fohn wasan Apoſtle, an Evangeliſt, a Pro- 
phet, a Paſtor, a Teacher, an Ordainer, ( which we call Biſhop ) all theſe Gitts he had by one and the 
ſame Spirit, and in one and the ſame Prieſthood, Chriſt himſelf was of this Order, a Prieft for ever «fter 
tbe Order of Melchiſedek,, that is, both King and Prieſt, theſe were his Offices 3 he is called alſo the Biſhop 
of our Souls : Was this in Chriſt a diſtin& and ſuperiour Office or Order to his Pricfihood ? who will 
preſume to affirm this? And Chriſt told his Apoſtles, 4s my Father ſent me, ſo ſend I you ; Chriſt there- 
fore made them alſo Kings and Prieſts, as St. Fohn tells us, Kev. 1. Our Saviour's Kingdom was not of 
this World, no more was that of the Apoſtles z Our Saviour's Office of Prieſt and Biſhop was one and the 
ſame, ſo was that of the Apoſiles 3 and they Ordained and ſent others, as Chriſt ordained and ſent them; 
there was no diſtinQion or diverlity of Order in Chriſt and his Apoſtles, no more was there in thoſe 
who. were. ordained and ſent by the Apoſiles, though there might be diverſity of Gifts or Adminiſtrati- 
Gns : all were not Evangeliſis,nor Prophets; ſome had the Gitt of Tongues, ſome of Prophelie, ſome of 
Miracles, ſome of diſcerning Spirits 3 and ſome ſuch Gift I conceive they might have, whom the Apo- 
files conſtituted ſuperintendent Overſeers, Bilhops over the reſt, endued eſpecially with the Gift of DiC- 
cerning and Judging of Men, and therefore fit to be intruſted with the Ordaining of others, for which 
there needed no new Order, but the inlargement onely of their Commiſſion to ordain, to overſee and 
govern thoſe that were ordained. And theſe, as I ſaid before, being ſettled in this eminent manner over 
the reſi, were called by that name in Greek which ſignifies as much, and which we in Engliſh call Biſhopz 
and by degrees this name was wholly appropriate to them. In this order the Apoſiles left the Church 
at their death, and in this order their Succeſſors continued it ( as in duty ſure they ought ) from time to 
time, near one thouſand five hundred years, without any interruption. Wherefore, for any to alter this 
way of Government, or to take upon them to Ordain, not being choſen this way to it, they would be 
guilty of great raſhneſs and high preſumption 3 and, I thank God, I am as zealous for the preſerving this 
Primitive way, as any man 3 Yet, I cannot by any means conſent tothem, who would have Epiſcopacy 
to be a diſtin& Order, for the Reaſons before given; nor can I think the Ordination of a Prieft made by 
Prieſts invalid, for though it ought not to be done, ( but only of neceſſity ) yet being done, *cis valid ; 
and certainly may, without any Crime, be done by any Prieſt, by (hipwrack, or any ſuch chance, caſt in- 
to a Countrey where there were none commitſſionated to ordain 3 in ſuch a caſe he might and ought to 
ordain other fit Perſons for the Service of God, and preaching of the Goſpel. For whocan doubt, 
but that the Subſtance is to be preferred before Ceremony ? And as St. Pawl approved of the preaching 
of Chriſt out of Envy rather than no Preaching ſo doubtleſs to ordain out of Order, is better than no 
Ordination, and the Church of Chriſt be deprived of Preaching, Praying, and Adminifſiring the Sacra» 
ments, and all other Palioral Duties; ſo great neceſſity may well excuſe any irregularity : Yet where 
Order can poſſibly be obſerved, it ought to be, for God is the God of Order : Wherefore he that wilfully 
tranſgreſles againſt Order, tranſgrefſes againſt God, and (hall receive to himſelf Damnation: for if to reſilt 
the Ordinance of man onely in Humane and Temporal things be Damnation, much more is it to refilt 
an Apoſtolick Ordinance in things Spiritual and Divine. 
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CG oncerning Deacons. 


Aving thus ſtated and united the two pretended diſtin Orders of Epiſcopacy and Prebytery, I now 
procecd to the third pretended Spiritual Order, that of Deaconſhip. Whether this of Deaconſhip 
be properly to be called an Order, or an Office, I will not diſpute; bat certainly no Spiritual Order, 

for their office was to ſerve Tables, as the Scripture phraſes it, which, in plain Engliſh, is nothing elſe 
but Overleers of the Poor, to diſtribute juſtly and diſcreetly the Alms of the Faithful, which the Apoliles 
would not trouble themſelves withal, leſt it ſhould hinder them in the Miniſtration of the Word and 
Prayer, But as moſt matters'of this World in proceſs of time defle& much from the original Conſtitu- 
tion, ſo it fell out in this buſineſs ; for the Biſhops, who pretend to be Succeſſors to the Apoſtles, by 
litcle and little took to themſelvrs the Diſpenſation of Alms, firſt, by way of Inſpection over the Dea- 
cons, but at length, the total management, and the Deacons, who were mere Lay-Officers, by degrees 
crept into the Church-Miniſtration, and became a reputed Spiritual Order,and a neceſſary degree and ftep 
to the Prielthood, of which I can find nothing in Scripture and the original Inſtitution, nota word re- 
lating to any thing but the ordering of Alms ih the Poor. And the firſt I find of their officiating in 
Spiritual matters, 1s in Juſtin Martyr, who lived in the ſecond Century, he relates, that when the Biſhop 
had conſecrated the Bread and Wine for the Lord's Supper, the Deacons took it from him, and deliver- 


edit to the Lay-Communicants there preſent, and carried it alſo to the Faithful that were _ is 
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from coming,by fickneſs, or ſome other good exculing cauſe, In the beginning, when the 
of the Faithful were ſmall, the Biſhop himſclt delivered the Communion to them, but at 
length,increaſing to great numbers,it would have taken too much of their time for the Biſhop to have de- 
livered it to the whole Congregation; ſo the Deacons were made Ule of as tit Perſons far this matter,for 
in thoſe dayes there wasalwayes a Communion in the Aﬀſemblies on the Lord's-Day, and the Laity that 
Day brought their Alms and Preſents with them, which were delivered unto the Deacons to diſpoſe of 
to the Poor, by the Biſhops direRtion, and therefore the Deacons receiving from their hands their chari- 
table Benevolence, were thought the fittelt to return again to their hands the conſecrated Myſteries,being 
part of their offerings. But *ris evident, this was not yet come to be the general practice of all Church- 
es.but only inGreece, where Fuſtin Martyr lived 3 for Tertullian,who li ved in Africk (ome years after Juſtin, 
declares, that the cuſtome there was, to reccive the bleſſed Sacrament trom the hands of the Biſhop only, 
whom he calls the Preſident, that is, whoſoever was chirt in the Aſſembly, whether "hep or Prerbyter: 
But yet I confeſs, that this cuſtom of the Deacons delivering the blefled Sacrament, or at leaſt, one part 
of it, viz. the Chalice, by degrees became the cultome in molt Churches in atter Ages 3 and fo paſſing 
from one thing to another, in time they came to adminiſter the Sacrament of Baptiſm, and at laſt, to 
the miniſtration of the Word, the Buſineſs which the Apoſiles peculiarly reſerved to themſelves, and 
which the Biſhops alſo for a long time reſerved ſo entirely to themſelves, as it was thought a great 
Inſolency for any, even for the Presbyters, to take upon them to preach in prefence of the Biſhop. Vale- 
rius, Biſhop of Hippo, (as Poſſidius relates ) was ſharply rebuked by his fellow Biſhops, tor ſuffering S. Au- 
ftin, then but a Presbyter, to preach before him. I know ſomerimes it was (uſfcred alfo in other Church- 
es, but very rarely, where the Biſhop himſelt was of weak Abilities tor the work, and had ſome Pres- 
byters under him very Eminent. And fo it was with Biſhop Yalerizs and St. Auſtin, a Perſon of great 
note in thoſe dayes. And thus you ce, in procels of time, how ſtrangely things alter from their origi- 
nal Inſtitution, the Biſhops omit preaching, and become ſervants of Tables, and the Deacons froni ſery- 
ing of Tables, ſtep up into the Pulpit, and become Preachers, But Petavivs takes upon him to prove 
Deaconſhip a Spiritual Order, and brings us a more carly Author tor it than Tuſtin, that noble Martyr, 
mentioned before, Ignatius > who, in his Epiltle ad Tralli, calls Deacons ( as Petavius conceives ) Mini- 
ſters of the Myſteries of Chriſt. Here I find that, which I often lament, Learned men to go on in a 
track one after another, and ſome through inadvertency, ſome through 'partiality, take many paſſages 
of ancient Authors, quite different from their meaning, as here, all tollowing the firſt erroneous Inter- 
preter of Ipnativs. Whoever firſt tranſlated this Epiſtle of Ignativs, fure this tancy of: Deacons ran much 
in his head, otherwiſe he could never have found them here, for *tis evident the word Djacons in this 
place relates to Presbytery, newly before mentioned, telling the People they ought to be obedicnt to the 
Presbyters, as to the Apoſiles of Chriſt 3 ( then follows ) Tow muſt therefore pleaſe them in all things, bee 
ing Miniſters of the Myfteries of Chriſt. Mark, I belcech you, Tow muſt Therefore 3 15 not Therefore a par- 
ticle relating to what went before, viz. to the —_— otherwiſe the Speech is very abſurd. Should 
I fay, Presbyters are as the Apoſtles of Chriſt, theretore you mult in all things pleaſe the Deacons, were 
it ſenſe? No, but juſt, Dews in cels, gp? baculus in angulo ; but to ſay, the Presbyters areas the Apoſtles, 
therefore you mult pleaſe them in all things, being the Miniſters of the Myſteries of Chriſt, as the Apo- 
ſiles were 3 this is very good coherent ſenſe : and fo run the words of Tgnaties. But the weak Inter- 
preter, miſtaking the word Diaconus, ran into this Errour, and many Learned Men, without any conſi- 
deration, have run after him. ny the word Dzaconos is often ſet for Deacons,ſpecitically diſtinguiſht 
from Presbyters 3 but *tis very often ſet for all Miniſters in general, Apoliles, Biſhops, Presbyters, as you 
find frequently in Scripture. St. Paul in one Epilile, viz. 2 Corinth. twice fiyles himſelf and other Apo- 
files, Diaconos, And I do the more wonder at the Interpreter's miltake in this place, becauſe by the tol- 
lowing words Ignatizs here excludes the ſpecitical Deacons, ſaying, Not the Miniſters of meats and drinky. 
Now, we know the ſpecitical Deacons were Minitters of meats and drinks to the Poor, it was their pro- 
per work, for this very end they were choſen, and for no other, as appears evidently in the 4&s 3 and 
therefore Ignatizs ſaying, Not the Miniſters of meats and drinks, direQly excludes ſuch Deacons, and the 
word Diaconos muſt neceſſarily be taken in the larger ſenſe, and relate to the Presbyters before mention- 
ed, therefore pleaſe them in all things, being the Miniſters of the My fteries of Chriſt, not of meats and 
drinks for the Poor. Whoever undertiands the Greek, and*will ſee, muſt needs ſee the truth of what I 
affirm. But Petavins intoxicated with this Spiritual OrdÞPof Deacon(hip, turns all this round quite an- 
other way, according to the working of his tancy. And {o he doth ſome places of Scripture, as little 
to his purpoſe as this. He tells us,out of the AGs, that Philip and Stephen, both Deacons, were Preach- 
ers of the Word, that is a Spiritual Work, therefore belongs to a Spiritual Order. I would gladly know 
who informed Petavizs, that Philip who preach'd to the Eunuch, and afterwards went about preach- 
ing to others, was Philip the Deacon, and not rather Philip the Apolile, as ſeems to me far more pro- 
bable; for Philip the Deacon was by his Office to relide at eruſalem and take care of the Poor; thi- 
ther the Alms of the Faithful were ſent, to relieve the Saints at Jerzſalem. But you farther urge, Sure- 
ly Stephen was a Deacon and let Philip alſo it you pleaſe, it lignitics little to the purpoſe. Sure, I can 
ſhew out of Scripture, Preachers, that were in no Spiritual Order, nether Presbyters, nor Deacons nei- 
ther, as Aquila,and Priſcilla his Wife too,and Apollo likewiſe,to whom they both preached and inftruc- 
ed him more fully, fure they did not ordain Apollo a Deacon, nur can 1 believe any of the Apoſtles or- 
dain'd him a Deacon, and ſent him forth to preach, before he was well catechiſed in the Word; he was 
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"of Epiphanius ard St. Autin, upon, Ariws the Arrian Heretick, but not declared, no not by them, an 


Heretick,in this particular of Epiſcopacy 3 ſo that I my ſelf declare more particularly againſt him than 
theſe Fathers do, accuſing him of Hereſie in part of his affirmation concerning Biſhops, though not in 
ever rt, 4 

| that conclude this Buſineſs, by giving my poor Jadgment, drawn from the preceding Arguments, 
I tind in Scripture, that the Prieſthood is an holy Order, into which no man is to thruſt himſelt, unleſs 
he becalled I do not find that Deaconſprp hath an inferiour part in it, or Epiſcopacy above it, but that 
it is compleat and intire in it ſelf, and that it may involve many Adminiſtrations in one and the ſame 
Order, and ſometimes many in one and the ſame Perſon. St. Fohn wasan Apoſtle, an Evangeliſt, a Pro- 
phet, a Paſtor, a Teacher, an Ordainer, ( which we call Biſhop ) all theſe Gitts he had by one and the 
ſame Spirit, and in one and the ſame Prieſthood. Chriſt himſelf was of this Order, a Prieſt for ever sfter 
tbe Order of Melchiſedek,, that is, both King and Prieſt, theſe were his Offices 3 he is called alſo the Biſhop 
of our Souls : Was this in Chriſt a diſtin& and ſuperiour Office or Order to his Prieſthood ? who will 
preſume to affirm this? And Chriſt told his Apoſtles, 4s my Father'ſent me, ſo ſend I you ; Chriſt there- 
fore made them alſo Kings and Prieſts, as St. Fohn tells us, Kev. 1. Our Saviour's Kingdom was not of 
this World, no more was that of the Apoſtles z Our Saviour's Office of Prieſt and Biſhop was oneand the 
ſame, ſo was that of the Apoſiles 3 and they Ordained and ſent others, as Chriſt ordained and ſent them; 
there was no diſtinQion or diverſity of Order in Chriſt and his Apoſtles, no more was there in thoſe 
who. were ordained and ſent by the Apoſtles, though there might be diverſity of Gifts or Adminiſtrati- 
Gns : all were not Evangeliſis,nor Prophets; ſome had the Gift of Tongues, ſome of Prophefie, ſome of 
Miracles, ſome of diſcerning Spirits z and ſome ſuch Gift I conceive they might have, whom the Apo- 
files conſtituted ſuperintendent Overſeers, Bilhops over the reſt, endued eſpecially with the Gift of DiC- 
cerning and Judging of Men, and therefore fit to be intruſted with the Ordaining of others, for which 
there needed no new Order, but the inlargement onely of their Commiſſion to ordain, to overſee and 
govern thoſe that were ordained. And theſe, as I (aid before, being ſettled in this eminent manner over 
the reſt, were called by that name in Greek which ſignifies as much, and which we in Engliſh call Biſhopz 
and by degrees this name was wholly appropriate to them. In this order the Apoſiles left the Church 
at their death, and in this order their Succeflors continued it ( as in duty ſure they ought ) from time to 
time, near one thouſand five hundred years, without any interruption. Wherefore, for any to alter this 
way of Government, or to take upon them to Ordain, not being choſen this way to it, they would be 
guilty of great raſhneſs and high preſumption 3 and, I thank God, I am as zealous for the preſerving this 
Primitive way, as any man 3 Yet, I cannot by any means conſent tothem, who would have Epiſcopacy 
to be a diſtin& Order, for the Reaſons before given; nor can I think the Ordination of a Prieſt made by 
Prieſts invalid, for though it ought not to be done, ( but only of neceſſity ) yet being done, *tis valid ; 
and certainly may, without any Crime, be done by any Prieſt, by (hipwrack, or any ſuch chance, caſt in- 
to a Countrey where there were none commiſſionated to ordain 3 in ſuch a caſe he might and ought to 
ordain other fit Perſons for the Service of God, and preaching of the Goſpel. For whocan doubt, 
but that the Subſtance is to be preferred before Ceremony ? And as St. Pax! approved of the preaching 
of Chriſt out of Envy rather than no Preaching 3 ſo doubtleſs to ordain out of Order, is better than no 
Ordination, and the Church of Chriſt be deprived of Preaching, Praying, and Adminiſtring the Sacra- 
ments, and all other Paltoral Duties; ſo great neceſſity may well excuſe any irregularity : Yet where 
Order can poſſibly be obſerved, it ought to be, for God is the God of Order : Wherefore he that wilfully 
tranſgreſles againſt Order, tranſgreſſes againſt God, and (hall receive to himſelf Damnation : for if to reſilt 
the Ordinance of man onely in Humane and Temporal things be Damnation, much more is it to refili 
an Apoſiolick Ordinance in things Spiritual and Divine. 


hmm——_— 


G oncerning Deacons. 


Aving thus ſtated and united the two pretended diſtin Orders of Epiſcopacy and Presbytery, I now 
proceed to the third pretended Spiritual Order, that of Deaconſhip. Whether this of Deaconſhip 
be properly to be called an Order, or an Office, I will not diſpute; ho certainly no Spiritual Order, 

for their office was to ſerve Tables, as the Scripture phraſes it, which, in plain Engliſh, is nothing elſe 
but Overſeers of the Poor, to diſtribute juſtly and diſcreetly the Alms of the Faithful, which the Apoliles 
would not trouble themſelves withal, leſt it ſhould hinder them in the Miniſtration of the Word and 
Praycr. But as moſt matters of this World in proceſs of time defle& much from the original Confſtitu- 
tion, ſo it fell out in this buſineſs ; for the Biſhops, who pretend to be Succeſſors to the Apoſtles, by 
little and little took to themſelvrs the Diſpenſation of Alms, firſt, by way of Inſpe&tion over the Dea- 
cons, but at length, the total management, and the Deacons, who were mere Lay-Officers, by degrees 
crept into theChurch-Miniſtration, and became a reputed Spiritual Order,and a neceſſary degree mip 
to the Prieſthood, of which I can find nothing in Scripture and the original Inſtitution, nota word re- 
lating to any thing but the ordering of Alms - the Poor. And the firſt I find of their officiating in 


Spiritual matters, 1s in 7«ſtin Marty, wholived in the ſecond Century, he relates, that when the Biſhop 
had conſecrated the Bread and Wine for the Lord's Supper, the Deacons took it from him, and deliver- 
edit to the Lay-Communicants there preſent, and carried it alſo to the Faithful that were abſent, hin- 


dered, 
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dered.] gueſs,from coming,by fickneſs, or ſome other good excuſing cauſe, In the beginning, when the 
Congregations of the Faithful were ſtall, the Bilhop himſclt delivered the Communion to them, but at 
length,increafing to great numbers,it would have taken too much of their time for the Biſhop to have de. 
livered it to the whole Congregation; ſo the Deacons were made Ule of as tit Perſons far this matter,for 
in thoſe dayes there wasalwayes a Communion in the Aſſemblies on the Lord's-Day, and the Laity thar 
Day brought their Alms and Preſents with them, which were delivered unto the Deacons to diſpoſe of 
to the Poor, by the Biſhops direction, and therefore the Deacons receiving from their hands their chari- 
table Benevolence, were thought the fitteſt to return again to their hands the conſecrated Myſteries,being 
part of their offerings. But *ris evident, this was not yet come to be the general practice of all Church- 
es.but only inGreece, where Juſtin Martyr lived for Tertullian,who lived in Africk ſome years after Juſtin, 
declares, that the cuſtome there was, to reccive the bleſſed Sacrament trom the hands of the Biſhop only, 
whom he calls the Prefident, that is, whoſoever was chirt in the Aſſembly, whether _—P or Presbyter: 
But yet I confeſs, that this cuſtom of the Deacons delivering the bleſſed Sacrament, or at leaſt, one part 
of it, viz. the Chalice, by degrees became the cultome in molt Churches in after Ages 3 and fo paſſing 
from one thing to another, in time they came to adminiſter the Sacrament of Baptiſm, and at laſt, to 
the miniſtration of the Word, the Buſineſs which the Apoſiles peculiarly reſerved to themſelves, and 
which the Biſhops alſo for a long time reſerved ſo entirely to themſelves, as it was thought a great 
Inſolency for any, even for the Presbyters, to take upon them to preach in prefence of the Biſhop. Vale- 
rius, Biſhop of Hippo, (as Poſſidius relates ) was ſharply rebuked by his fellow Biſhops, tor ſuffering S. Au- 
ftin, then but a Presbyter, to preach before him. I know ſomerimes it was {uffcred alſo in other Church- 
es, but very rarely, where the Biſhop himſelt was of weak Abilities tor the work, and had ſome Pres- 
byters under him very Eminent. And fo it was with Biſhop Valerius and St. Auſtin, a Perſon of great 
note in thoſe dayes. And thus you ee, in proceſs of time, how ſtrangely things alter from their origi- 
nal Inſtitution, the Biſhops omit preaching, and become ſervants of Tables, and the Deacons from ſery- 
ing of Tables, ſtep up into the Pulpit, and become Preachers, But Petavizes takes upon him to prove 
Deaconſhip a Spiritual Order, and brings us a more early Author for it than Faſtin, that noble Martyr, 
mentioned before, Ignatius > who, in his Epiſtle ad Tralli, calls Deacons ( as Petavixs conceives ) Mini- 
ſters of the Myſteries of Chriſt. Here I find that, which 1 often lament, Learned men to go on in a 
track one after another, and ſome through inadvertency, ſome through partiality, take many paſſages 
of ancient Authors, quite different from their meaning, as here, all following the firſt erroneous Inter- 
preter of Ipnatius. Whoever firſt tranſlated this Epiſtle of Ignatius, fure this tancy of Deacons ran much 
in his head, otherwiſe he could never have found them here, for *tis evident the word Diaconus in this 
place relates to Presbytery, newly before mentioned, telling the People they ought to be obedicnt to the 
Presbyters, as to the Apoſtles of Chriſt 3 ( then tollows ) Tow muſt wy nd ry them in all things, be« 
ing Miniſters of the Myſteries of Chrift. Mark, 1 beſcech you, Tox muſt ore 3 15 not Therefore a par- 
ticle relating to what went before, viz. to the O_ otherwiſe the Speech is very abſurd. Should 
I ſay, Presbyters are as the Apoſtles of Chriſt, theretore you mult in all things pleaſe the Deacons, were 
it ſenſe? No, but juſt, Dexs in calo, ergo baculns in angulo 3 but to ſay, the Presbyters areas the Apoſtles, 
therefore you mult pleaſe them in all things, being the Miniſters of the Myſteries of Chriſt, as the Apo- 
liles were 3 this is very good coherent ſenſe : and fo run the words of Tgnatizes. But the weak Inter- 
preter, miſtaking the word Diaconus, ran into this Errour, and many Learned Men, without any confi- 
deration, have run after him. I grant the word Dzaconos is often {et for Deacons, ſpecitically diſtinguiſht 
from Presbyters but *tis very often ſet for all Miniſters in general, Apoſtles, Biſhops, Presbyters, as you 
find frequently in Scripture. St. Paul in one Epilile, viz. 2 Corinth, twice ſiyles himſelf and other Apo- 
files, Diaconos, And I do the more wonder at the Interpreter's miltake in this place, becauſe by the tol- 
lowing words Ignatizs here excludes the ſpecifical Deacons, ſaying, Not the Miniſters of meats and drinky. 
Now, we know the ſpecitical Deacons were Minitters of meats and drinks to the Poor, it was their pro- 
per work, for this very end they were choſen, and for no other, as appears evidently in the 4&s 3 and 
therefore Ignatins ſaying, Not the Miniſters of meats and drinks, direcly excludes ſuch Deacons, and the 
word Diaconos muſt neceſſarily be taken in the larger ſenle, and relate to the Presbyters before mention- 
ed, therefore pleaſe them in all things, being the Miniſters of the My fterics of Chrifi, not of meats and 
drinks for the Poor. Whoever undertiands the Greek, and will ſee, muſt needs ſee the truth of what I 
affirm. But Petavizs intoxicated with this Spiritual Order of Deacon(hip, turns all this round quite an- 
other way, according to the working of his tancy. And ſo he doth ſome places of Scripture, as little 
to his purpoſe as this. He tells us,out of the AGs, that Philip and Stephen, both Deacons, were Preach- 
ers of the Word, that is a Spiritual Work, theretore belongs to a Spiritual Order. I would gladly know 
who informed Petavizs, that Philip who preach'd to the Eunuch, and afterwards went about preach- 
ing to others, was Philip the Deacon, and not rather Philip the Apolile, as ſeems to me far more pro- 
bablez for Philip the Deacon was by his Office to refide at Feruſalem and take care of the Poor; thi- 
ther the Alms of the Faithful were ſent, to relieve the Saints at Jeruſalem, But you farther urge, Sure- 
ly Stepben was a Deacon and let Philip alſo it you pleaſe, it tignihes little to the purpoſe. Sure, I can 
ſhew out of Scripture, Preachers, that were in no Spiritual Order, nether Presbyters, nor Deacons nei- 
ther, as Aquila,and Priſcilla his Wife too,and Apollo likewiſe,to whom they both preached and inſtruc- 
ed him more fully, fure they did not ordain Apollo a Deacon, nur can I believe any of the Apoſtles or- 
dain'd him a Deacon, and ſent him forth to preach, before he was well catechiſed in the Word; he was 


not {o much as baptized in Chriſt, but knew only _ Baptiſm of Fob 3 it not baptized, ſurely not or- 
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dained Deacon, yet he prevailed and mightily convinc'd the Fews, It is in reaſon ſtrange, thoughin 
pradtice common, to ſee how men -wedded to an Opinion, think whatever they read ſpeaks to that 3 
ſo Fathers, Dotors, all clink. as they think. In the primitive time, all both Men and Women, did 
preach the Goſpel, taken in a-large Senſe, as St. Peter calls Noah, a Preacher of Righteouſneſs z that is, 
they endeavoured to inſirudt all they converſed with, in the Faith of Chriſt and Godlineſs, for which 
many both men ant Women ſuffered Martyrdom, . Wherefore though Philip the Deacon and Stephen 
preach the Goſpel, it ſignifies nothing to the Spirituality of the Deaconſhip, ſeeing that thouſands 
of Lay-men and Women alſo did the like. And fo the Apoſiles laying their hands on thoſe choſen 
to be Deacons, fignifics as little to this purpoſe. Do not we hind that Paw laid his hands on the 
converted Diſciples at Epheſus, and they received the holy Ghoſt, and prophelied 3 yet none of them 
ordained cither Presbyter oz Deacon. And ſometimes the Apoliles laid their hands on thoſe that were 
already ordained, both Presbyters and Apoſtles alſo, as on Barnabas and Paxl, when they were ſent 
forth to preach, This laying of hands was a Ceremony uſed on ſeveral occations, I necd not mention 
more, they are obvious to any that read the Scripture. *Tis evident then from Scripture, that the 
firſt Inſtitution of Deacons, was a mere Lay-office, I will not {ay a prophane Office, ( as fome too 

roſsly and irreverently have termed it) but a pious and honourable Office in the Church of God, to 
_ Tables, to take care of God's Poor 3 but (as I have ſhewed) in proceſs of time it became quite 
another thing, and ſo different from the original Initicution, as it made Chryſoftom, and divers other 
great and good men, doubt whether the Apoſtles did not conltitute two ſorts of Deacons, ſome for 
this Lay-office, ſome for Spiriutal-offices 3 Had Chryſoſtom conlulted only Scripture, he would never 
have doubted nor dreamt of two ſorts of Deacons, there being no mention at all but of one; but he 
ſeeing the practice of the Church (which he was unwilling to condemn) fo different from that one 
Apoſtolical Inſtitution of Deacons 3 this ſo confounded the good Man, that he knew not well what 
to make of it, and willing to piece Scripture and the preſent practice together, to put a new patch 
upon an old Garment, made the Rent wider, rending the Deaconſhip in two pieces, which of old 
was but one, only to ſerve Tables; which Office he that uſed well, purchaſed to himſelf a good de- 
gree, a good Eſteem, and ſo it might be a recommendation to the degree of Prieſt-hood, though no 
neceſſary ſtep to it. And ſo we find that holy Deacon and moſt renowned Martyr St. Lawrence, was 
made a Prielt, but continued after wards in that {ame ofhce of Deacon unto Death, which he ſuffered 
in a moſt cruel manner, laid on a Grid-iron over Coals, rather than he would give up the Treaſury 
of the Church, and Alms of the Poor, to the covetous cruel Tyrant. This holy Deacon Petavius brings 
to prove, that Deacons, by virtue of that Order only, did miniſter in holy things, tclling us, that 
St, Ambroſe mentions how he did dittribute in the Lords Supper, the blood of Chriit to the Commu- 
nicants under Biſhop. Xiftus. Whereas St. Ambroſe tells us how he conſecrated the blood of Chriſt, 
which plainly ſhews how untruly Petavias deals with us, and that St. Lawrence was a Prielt, not a bare 
Deacon for neither Petavius, nor ever any allowed Deacons the Conſecration of theſe ſacred Myſteries. 
Wherefore ſeeing the Scripture allows Deacons, as Deacons, no more than ſerving of Tables for the 
Poor, whatever elſe Minittration is allowed them, is by humane Authority, not divine, and their 
office or order, which you pleaſe to call it, being about Temporal things, muſt be Temporal, not 
Spiritual, And fo I leave them to their proper ofhce of ſerving Tables, not tinding in Scripture any 
thing more belonging to them. 


—— 


'# oncerning Confirmation. 


Ontirmation or ſome ſuch thing is ſo neceſſary, that for want of due Execution thereof, perſons 
extreatnly unfit are admitted to the holy Table of the Lords Supper. I fear a quarter of the 
Communicants of this Nation do not ſufficiently underitand the true meaning of theſe holy My- 

ſeries, the due preparation for them, the Benefits and Damages, in worthily or unworthily receiving 
them : This I athrm upon Experience, having by way of diſcourſe, queſtioned many both of low and 
high Degree, where one would little expect ſuch Ignorance. And by reaſon of this groſs Ignorance 
in due preparing, and conſcientious receiving this blefſed Cordial and Medicine of the Soul (of power 
in it ſelf to cure all our Diſeaſes if rightly applied) is turned into our Deſtruction and Damnation of 
the Soul. For this holy Sacrament rightly apprehended, would firike a Terror into the Soul and 
a dread of Sin, but men receiving it without any regard into their ſinful Souls, the Beams of Grace 
which this Sun of Righteouſneſs brings with it, harden their dirty Hearts, and make them afterwards 
unſenſible of any horrid Abomination whatſoever. And all this is occaſioned by the want of ſome fit 
Perſon of Authority, to examine Youth of all Degrees, ever ſo high or ever ſo low, before they are 
admitted to the Lords Table. For there being many poor ignorant Curates, many unconſcientious, 
careleſs Miniſters, many over-awed by the Superiour quality of their Pariſhoners, ſome cannot, ſome 
will not, ſome dare not ſearch into the requiſite Abilities of perſons to be admitted. All which was 
prevented in the Primitive times of Chriſtianity, when able and holy Biſhops were elected, and there- 
fore reverenced and obeyed in all ſpiritual Matters by the greateſt as well as by the leaſt. Theſe dili- 
gently and publickly betore the Congregation at ſet-times in the year, chiefly at Exfter, examined all 

hy thoſe 
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thoſe who had been converted to the Faith from infidelity that year, andalt thoſe, who, baptized in 
the Faich, deſired Admittance to the Lords Tablez and upon Approbation and Confirmation of the 
Biſhop, fit perſons only were publickly baptized by him, and at the Church-doox, afſoon as Churchy 
es were built, where the Baptiſtery was placed, and then brought into the Church and admitted to 
the Lords Table : And no inferiour Miniſter did either baptize or adminifier the holy Communion, 
unleſs it were by the Biſhops order on urgent occafions. Thele things are very well known to the 
Learned, who are converſant in Ignatixs his Epiſtles, Juſtin Martyr, Tertullian, Cyprian, and other ſuc- 
ceeding Writers, And in ſhort, nothing was dort of any moment, as is plain in Ignatixe, but by the 
Biſhops directions. But at length, the number of Chriltians growing great, and multitudes of Chil- 
dren daily born, and an Opinion growing up alſo, that it was abſolutely neceſſary for the Salvation 
of Children, not only to be baptized, but alſo to receive the holy Communion betore Deathz it was 
impoſſible for the Biſhop to be at hand to perform all,or to give particular order for all ; Neceſſity for- 
ced every Priett in his Cure, to perform theſe Ofhces, Yet in proceſs of time, the opinion of the 
necelſity for Children to receive the holy Communion before death, declining, and few or none ad- 
mitted till the age of Diſcretion, and the neceſſity of Baptiſm 3 for Children ſtill continuing, the Biſhops 
ſaffered (till all Miniſters to baptize, but reſumed to themſelves again, the Power of C onfirming and 
Licenfing Youth to the holy Communion. And- Biſhops only for a long time executing this Office, 
it grew by degrees into an Opinion, that Biſhops only were capable to do it, and that Confirmation 
was a Sacrament, and ſuch a Sacrament as inferiour Prieſts, ſuppoſed then alſo to be of an inferiour 
Order, were not to mcddle with, What Errors will men, yea learned mcn, carried along with 2 
croad, ſlide into, not willing to ſtand in oppoſition with a Multitude, eſpecially when countenanced 
by the Biſhop, their Superiour. And then ſucceeding learned men, having in their Infancy ſucked in 
the Error, continue it in their riper learned years, and endeavour to defend it as a certain Truth 3 and 
at laſt it paſſeth for an Article of Faith, neceſſary to be believed. Thus havel laid out before you the 
txue State and Progrels of this buſineſs of Confirmation, 

Now I pray conſider firſt; Suppoſe Confirmation to be a Sacrament, and to be adminiſtred by the 
Biſhop only, and none to be admitted to the Lords Table till confirmed : How is it poſſhble for a Bi- 
ſhop of {o large a Dioceſs, as ſome of ours are (ſome extended three or fourſcore miles, many forty 
or fifty) perſonally to confirm half the Youth in a Dioceſs, it he duely examine each one, as is molt 
fit and neceſſary. We ſee how this is pertormed in their triennial Viſitationsz not a quarter of thoſe 
who are admitted, ever come to the Bithop, and yet the crowd is great : What is then done to thole 
that come? They are asked by the Biſhop, whether they believe, and will perform thoſe things theix 
God-fathers and God-Mothers affirmed and promiſed for them at their Baptiſm? They anſwer, Yes, 
and fo are confirmed : But what thoſe things are, whether they underſtand and can give a good ac- 
count of thoſe things, not a word of this. Oh! but the Gurate who preſents'thoſe Children to the 
Biſhop, aſſures him that they are fully inſtructed for it; this is the thing we complain of, and defire 
to be redreſſed; that it may not be left to the Diſcretion and Care of every Curate, ſeeing what pity- 
ful Creatures are by them admitted. And do we notdee ſometimes ( the Curate deljring to pleaſe 
the fond Mother) Children confirmed fo young as cannot without a Miracle be of a Capacity to un- 
derſtand thoſe divine Mylteries. Beſides, it may often happen, that a pious Child well titted for the 
holy Sacrament, and perchance being weak, earneſtly delires it before his Death, yet muſt ſtay ſome 
years till next Viſitation, or take a long Journey to the Biſhop, for which he may want Strength, or 
means. to {uppert him. But in the primitive times the Biſhops confirmed every year their Dioceſs 
alſo was very narrow, ſo that acceſs to him was quick and eatic, and the work was as calie to the Bi- 
thop, yea and ealic alſo to the inferiour Curate to infirudt and prepare them; for Parents and Malters 
did then according to their bounden duty ( the great negle& whereof in theſe days will find fore Pu- 
nilhment at the lait day) made it their chick care to inſtruct their Servants and Children from their In- 
fancy, in the Principles of Religion. | 

' You ſee how impoſſible it is for a Biſhop in a large Diocels and triennial Viſitation, to perform this 
neceſſary work as it ought, and therefore in the ſecond place conſider, how neceſſary it is for the Bi- 
(hop to appoint ſome diſcreet, conſcientious Miniſters (as our Dean Rurals ſhould be) in ſeveral Cir- 
Cuits, to examine and licenſe to the Lords Table: for I paſs it as granted, that Confirmation is no 
Sacrament, and if it were, why may not Prielts, not Biſhops, perform it? Certainly there is not one 
word in Scripture forbidding it, or any colourable pretence againſt it, nor can- I diſcover the leaſt 
ground of reaſon to forbid it 3 inferiour Miniſters pertorming other Offices ſuperiour to it, and certain- 
ly equal to it, though it were a Sacrament, which our Church denies. There is nothing inthe world 
can be pretended, but that in the Beginning Biſhops did only perform it. To this I anſwer, That 
from the very beginning there were no other Prieſts but Biſhops, as I have ſhewed you, and then Bi- 
{hops did all other Minilterial Duties, Preach, Pray, Baptize, Catachize 3 and in ſucceeding Ages, when 
there were ſeveral inferiour Prieſts not Biſhops, all byt contirming was ever tranſmitted to them; and 
to Deacons alſo preaching, praying, and the baptizing tolerated in necetlicy, to Midwives, 
(1 would gladly ſec any tuch thing in Antiquity) and (hall Contirming, the meancſt of all theſe, be 
denycd Prietts ? You will tell me, there have been Decrees in ſome Councils, to forbid it : and will 
you be bound up to all the decrees of Councils, without Scripture or any Reaſon for them? If once 
we lcave Scripture, and hearken to the dodtrines of men, ever ſo holy, ever {o Learned, ever fo * 
Primitive, we ſhall ſoon be wheedlcd into the Papiſis Religion, and many other Errors, which the ——- 
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- piſts themſelves now rejeR, as I have declared at large before,and therefore Ifforbear ſaying more now to 


this purpoſe, but proceed to a third Conſideration, What will be the beſt means to prepare Youth for 
the receiving the Holy Communion in every Cure, and then preſent them to ſuch as are appointed to 
Licenſe them. - 

In the firlt place, I humbly conceive it will be neceſſary to add unto the Catechiſm, a ſhort and plain 
Paraphraſe upon every Sentence in the Creed, the Lords Prayer, and ten Commandments, and particu- 
larly roexplain every unuſual hard word therein, For thoſe general Queſtions at the end of them do not 


fo ſufficiently open the Underſtandings of the weaktr, or duller Youth, as that they know how to apply 


thoſe Generals to each particular Sentence 3 but many Youths, who can moſt readily ſay the Catechiſm 
to a tittle, yet underſtand many words no more than if they were Greek,, and ſcarce are able to give 
you the meaning of any Sentence in their own words : And although they have all perfe&ly by heart, as 
we ay, yet have very little in thcir heads and underſtandings; and fo a Parrot may be well nigh as ca- 
pable of the Lords Supper, as ſome of thoſe. 
In the next place, I muſt tell you, That I fear as much Miniſters of the beſt Parts, as thoſe of the 
meaneſi, for this neceſſary work of Catechizing, left both have the ſame Effe&, though they a& ex- 
tremely different, the one talking non-ſence, the other above common ſenſe, both of them confounding 
the brains of the poor Youths, who underſtand neither of them, I have heard ſome Learned Miniſters 
call the Youth together, ask a few Catechiſm-queſtions, which the Boys anſwering readily, are com- 
mended, and diſmiſſed : And then begins this Learned Man a profound Lecture, ſhaped according to his 
own large Dimenſions, at which, both Boys and Men alſo,for the moſt part,gaze, as at a prodigious Mon- 
ſer of Learning 3 and perchance ſome of them ſay to themſclves, the ſame that Feſtus ſaid to St. Paul, 
The Man is beſides himſelf, much Learning hath made him mad. Sure hedoth not know where he is, not in 
an Univerſity-School of Divinity 3 but in an Aſſembly of weak and filly Youth ( who muſt be fed with 
Milk, and are not capable of firong meat ) where it were better for him with St. Paul, to Jpeak five words 
with bis Underſtanding, that by his voice he may teach others alſo, than ten thouſand words in an unknown 
Tonge; or in ſuch Engliſh, as they underſtand no more than an unknown Tongue. I humbly beſeech 
theſe men to attend to the Form and Phraſe of the Goſpel, and mark what kind of Matter and Lan- 
guage the Divine Oracle uſcd in Preaching it, even to the Learned Scribes and Phariſees, and to learn of 
him who was lowly in heart, and came not to ſeek, bis own Glory, but the glory of him that ſent him. I defire 
them alſo to read the latter end of the firſt Chapter of 1 Cor. and the beginning of the ſecond, and learn 
from thence to ſpeak the Wiſdom of God in the weak and fooliſh way of Preaching, to inſtru and 
gain the weak and fooliſh, yet wiſe unto God. Really, no man that hath not made ſome experience can 
believe, how ſtrangely weak and dull thouſands, both of Boyes and men alſo, are in apprehending Spi- 
ritual Matters : ſo that a man hath need tc ſtudy much, how to fit their weak heads with a ſutable Duo 
courſe, and hath as much need of great Patience alſo, to repeat every thing again and again, and even 
beat it into their heads. I have obſerved, Plato's manner of many fhort and plain Queſtions and 
Anſwers to effe& much; and likewiſe familiar Similitudes from things within their own occupation 
and knowledge. And now to encourage them to this toilſome work, I befeech them to conſider, that 
the Souls of theſe weak, ſimple ones, colt our Saviour as dear as thoſe of the Philoſophers, and therefore 
are as dear to him, yea, it ſcems dearer, ſeeing St. Pax! tells us, in the place before cited, that he calls 
more of them to Salvation 3 and therefore they ought to be as dear to our Saviour's Minitters, and tobe 
chiefly called and ſought by them 3 and then they ſhall be ſure to have their Reward from this our 
lowly Saviour. . 
- In the laſt place, I conceive it neceſſary to conſider, what courſe may be taken to bring all to Cate» 
chizing : for I have heard ſome pious Miniſters much complain, that they have uſed their utmoſt endea- 
vours, yet cannot effect it : and it can never be expected, that many of the Youth will come, unleſs 
compelled by Parents and Maſters; of whom, many are fo careleſs, many ſo covetous, as they think 
every hour loſt which is not ſpent on their Worldly affairs : fo that the Parents and Maſters need com- 
pulſion as well as their Children and Servants. And conlidering how this neceſſary work of Catechi- 
zing hath becn negle&ed for many years paſt, it is much to be teared, that the Aged need it as well as 
the Youth. But would Parents and Maſters well confider the great Advantages that would accrue to 
them, even in their Worldly Concerns, they would be very zealous to come themſelves, and both ſee 
and hear their Youth catechized, and bred up in Piety and Godlineſs: the want whereof hath bred that 
great undutifulneſs in children, that ſloth and falſeneſs of Servants, which we (ſadly behold in this dege- 
nerated Age. And let me mention once again the ſtrict account Parents and Malters mult give to God 
for {o great negle& to thoſe committed to their charge. Wheretore, unleſs ſome fitter expedient can 
be found, I humbly conceive it would have ſome effe&, if ſuch careleſs Parents and Maſters were not 
admitted themſelves to the Holy Communion, who were faulty in this kind : for though many of them 


. are-not very zealous of the Holy Communion, and could eafily paſsit by, yet for Reputation ſake they 


would not cafily incur the being reje&ed 3 and doubtleſs many of them would be moved thereby, and 
the Example of ſome would be followed by others, and ſo by degrees the number,would increaſe: and 
when Catechizing, by this means, begins to grow in faſhion, it would quickly: be taken up by all. God 
be merciful to us,that Religion in many is chiefly for falſhion-ſake! yet, I hope, by God's alliſting Grace, 
Religion beginning, though but in faſhion, would end at laſt in true Devotion, at leaſt in many, if not 
in all. However, it is good that God ſhould publickly be gloritied, the Publick would ſpeed the bet- 
ter for it, though the private Hypocrites ſuffer Puniſhment in the end. God in his mercy turn their 
hearts, that they may eſcape, Of 
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Of Church Government. | 


Y lat Particular which remains yet to be bandled, is that of the Authority of Biſhops,to govern 
as well as to ordain, And in the firſt place, who can but wonder to fee men fo zealous in 
aſſuming to themſelves the ſole Power of Ordivation, fo much negle&, and even wholly a+ 

bandon the power of the Keys, that of Excommunication, ſo high and ſo dreadful; which, though 
by great abule in latter times is made very contemptible, yet in the origival Inſtitution and primitive 
Pradtiſe,, was very terrible: A power to deliver men over unto Satan, that Prince of Darkneſs, to take 
Gull poſſeſfion of their Souls, and ſometimes of their Bodies alſo, both being ſentenced thereby to the 
everlaſting Flames of Hell, and likewiſe a power to releaſe penitent Souls from the Chains of Dazknels, 
and ſlavery of the Devil, and reſtore them to the glorious liberty of the Sons of God 3 whereby they 
axe made Heirs of the Kingdom of Heaven. If there be any thing under Heaven fit to tix upthe Am» 
bition of mortal men, yea an Ambition in Angels themſelves, ſure this is it, Who can forgive Sins 
but God alone? Said the Fews to our Savieur Chritt, (welling with Indignation againſt him for this, 
though they had ſeen many divine Miracles wrought by him, yet this is {o peculiar, fo tranſcendent 
a divine a@,as not to be offered at by any but the great God Fehovab himſelf. But blefſed for ever be this 
great and gracious God, who by his Eternal Son Chriſt Jeſus, hath given this Powes unto men, As 
his _—_y Father ſent him with this power, ſo ſent he his Apoliles with this Power, ſaying unto 
them, e ſoever Sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them, and whoſe ſoever Sins ye retain, they are 
retained : Wherefore if there be any thing in the Office of a Biſhop to be Rood upon and 
p:culiar to themſelves, certainly it ſhould be this yet this in is a inanner quite relinquiſhed unto their 
Chancellors, Lay-men, who have no more Capacity to ſentence or abſolve a Sinner, thay to diflolve 
the Heavens and Earth, and make a new Heaven and a new Earth, and this pretended Power of 
Chancellors, is ſometimes purchaſed with a Sum of Money, their Money perilh with them. Good 
God ! what a horrid abuſe is this of the divine Authority. But this notorious Tranſgrefſion is excu- 
ſed, as they think, by this, that a Miniſter called the Biſhops Surrogat, but is indeed the Chancellors 
Servant, choſen, calFd, and placed there by him, to be his Cryer in the Court, no better, that 
when he hath examined, heard, and ſentenced the Cauſe, then the Miniſter (forfooth) pronounces 
the Sentence. Juli as a Rector of a Pariſh Church ſhould exclude any of his Congregation, and lock 
him out of the Church, then comes the Clerk, ſhews and gingles the Keys, thatall may take notice 
that he is excluded.. And by this his Authozity, the Chancellor takes upon him, to ſentence not on- 
ly Lay-men, but Clergy-men alfo, brought into his Court for any Delinquency, and in the Court of 
the Arches, there they ſentence,cven Bilhops themſelves. This is a common pradtile in latter Ages, 
but,in St. Ambroſe his time, (o great a wonder, as with Armazement crycth out againſt the Empexoug 
V alentinzan, when he took upon him to judge in ſuch - caſes, ſaying, When was it ever beard of, ſince 
the Beginnang of the World, that Lay-men ſhould judge of Spiritwals, ( he means in ſpizitual things, not 
in temporal things, which by the Laws of God and Man, belongs to the Lay-magiſirate) This was 
that Ambroſe of whom the other great Emperour, as good as great Theodofins, Father to this Valentins- 
an athrmed, Ambreſe only knew how to a@ the Biſhop : and with all Chriftian Humility this great 
Emperour ſubmitted to the Sentence of this godly Bithop, denying him Entrance into the Church, for 
the Cruelty ated by his Souldiers at Theſſalonica by his Command : and upon his great Repentance 
and Pennance performed fix Months together, and after publick Confeifion in the Church, was again 
abſolved, and joytully received into the Church. Oh my great and reverend Fathers of the Chuxch, 
the Biſhops, whom Chrilt hath cleaved to his high Dignity, whom he hath made Kings and Princes, 
whom he hath called to fit with him. on his Throne, there to give Sentence of eternal Lite or eternal 
Death, can you ſo tamely part with this prime flowerof your Crown, yea the very Apex of it, and 
ſuffer the Lay-members of the Church to uſurp this divine Authority ? Or how can you anſwer it to 
the chiet Biſhop of our Souls, if any one Soul by the ill Management of the Chancellors ſhould 
certainly periſh ? Shall not his blood be required at your hands? Bur perchance ſome of you will an- 
ſwer, *T'is no fault of yours, but of your Predecefſors, who gave ſuch Patents unto them, as by vir- 
tue thereof they exerciſe this Power, will ye,nill ye. *Tis too true, and 1 remember when the Bilhop 
of Wells hearing of a Cauſe corruptly managed, and coming into the Court to reQitie it, the Chan» 
cellox Dr. Duke fair and mannerly bid him be gone, for he had no Power there to at any thing, and 
there withall, pulls out his Patent fealed by the Biſhops Predecefſor, which like Perſeus (hield with the 
Gorgons head, trightcd the poor Biſhop out of the Court, Where are you Parliament-men, you great 
Song of the Church, ſo zealous for Epiſcopal Government, yet ſuffer this principal part of it to be thus 
alienated 'and uſurped by Lay-men? If an unordained perfon take upan him to pray or Preach, with 
what Out-cries and ſevere Laws, and with great reaſon alſo, you fall upan him z but if an unordain- 
cd perſon take upon him to judge,ſentence, and excommunicate Biſhops themſelves, you calmly pals it 
overtake no notice of it. You will anſwer me, The Biſhops themſelves pals it over,yea and paſs it away 
from themſelves and their Succeſſors for to gratitic their Kinſmen, or their Friends3 or perchance for 
worle,- why then ſhould you ſtir in it? Truly, in this you have reaſon, and the blame mott wholly 
light on. them, who do not uſe all poſſible Endeavour, and implore your Afliftance alſo, to reftite 
thus great Abuſe, which ſubverts the main Pillar of the Church-Government, this is no ceremonial 


matter, but the very ſubſtance of it, they ſirain at Gnats and ſwallow Camels. For Chancellors to 
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intermeddle in Probats of Wills,payment of Tythes,or any other temporal matters,there is no Scripture 
n or reaſon to commend, but rather to condemn, Biſhops,ſhould they interpoſe in ſuch matters for which 
they have no Commiſſion from Scriptnre, but rather a Prohibition ' from that ſaying of our Saviour, 
Man, who made me a Fudge or a Divider over you ? But then it will be neceſſary, that Chancellors have 
alſo Power of Temporal Puniſhments, and not prophane that high and holy Power in ſordid earthly 
things3 certainly, a greater Prophanation than toconvert a Church into a Chandlers Shop the Church 
is a bulk of earthly materials and holy only by Dedication; the power of it's Keys is in it's own na- 
ture and original Conſtitution, ſpiritual and divine : It Vzzs being no Levite ſuffered death for laying 
hold on the Sacred Ark of God to ſupport and hold it up, what ſhall he ſuffer, who being noconſecra- 
ted perſon, lays hold on the ſacred Authority of God to pull it down from Heaven to Earth ? Let them 
confder. 

But let not the Civilians for this, account me an Enemy to their Profeſſion, which no man honours 
more, and I heartily wiſh much more of our civil matters were committed to their Management and 
| — The Civil Law is that whereby moſt of the civilized World is govern'd 3 and if we will 

ve commerce with them, *tis fit we ſhould have able Civilians to deal with them, which will never 
be, unleſs they have profitable and honourable places to encourage them for it all that I beg of them 
is, that they would contain themſelves within their own Sphear of Activity, and not intrude into 
ſpiritual and ſacred matters committed by Chriſt and his Apoſtles to the Prieſthood, And. {o I beg of 
Prieſts, that they would not intermeddle in Lay and Temporal Offices. In the time of Pogery when 
Spiritual and Temporal Afﬀairs were all intermingled and horribly confounded, as the Pope took up- 
on him ſecular and imperial Authority, direaly contrary to the Word and Conſiitutions of Chriſt, 
ſo the Biſhops and Priefts under him intermeddled in all Secular Afﬀairs and Offices, and in this Nation 
Biſhops were frequently Lord Keepers, Treaſurers, Chief Juſtices, Vice-Roys, what not? Which is 
firangely un-apoſtolical and unlawful, their Vocation being wholly Spiritual, as men choſen out of 
the world, ſhould have no more to do with it, than of mere neceſſity for Food and Rayment, Where- 
fore to take upon them any Lay-office, which muſt needs take them off much from'the Miniſtry of the 
Word and Prayer, is doubtleſs very finful : For As 6. we find the Apoſtles gave themſelves continu- 
ally to theſe, 'and would not endure to have theſe interrupted by that charitable Office of taking care 
for the poor; certainly then they would have much leſs endured yea, abominated- to be taken off by 
temporal and worldly Offices. And on this Occaſion, let me ſpeak a word to thoſe of the inferiour 
Clergy, who take upon them to ſtudy and practice Phylick for hire, this muſi needs be likewiſe ſinful, 


as taking them off from their ſpiritual Employment ; had they ſtudied Phyick before they entred holy 


Orders, and would after make uſe of their Skill among their poor Neighbours out of Charity z this 
were commendable; but being entered on a ſpiritual and paſtoral Charge, which requires the whole 
man, and more, to ſpend their time in this, or any other Study, not ſpiritual, is contrary to their Voca- 
tion, and conſequently finful ; and to do it for gain is ſordid,and unworthy their high and holy Call- 
ing. But Neceſitas cogit ad trpia, the maintenance of many Miniſters is ſo ſmall, as ic forces therty 
even for Food and Rayment to ſeek it by other Employment, which may, in ſome meaſure, excuſe/ 
them, but mightily condemn thoſe who ſhould provide better for them : Whether this belongs not to 
King and Parliament, I muſt humbly beſeech them in Chriſt's name ſeriouſly to'confider; I crave par- 
don for this (I hope uſeful) Digreſſion, and return to the Buſineſs of Excommunication. - : 

This Sacred Authority of Excommunication being committed by Chriſt to the Apoſiles, by- them 
to their Succeſſors, was uſed in weighty and very ſcandalous matters, very few examples of it inScri- 
_ The inceſtuous Corinthian, Hymenus and Alexander, {carce another clearly expreſt, The Apoſtles 

ing fully guided by the holy Ghoſt in all things, did exerciſe this power lingly themſelves; but the 
ſucceeding Biſhops, having not the Spirit of that full meaſure, uſed the Aſſiſtance of the principal Cler- 

in their Dioceſs, that the at might be more (olemn and authentick; the perſon excommunicated, 
Ki he conceived the act injurious, appealed to one or more neighbouring Biſhops, who aſſembled to- 
ether, and diſcuſling the matter, cither confirmed or reverſed the AQ, as they found Cauſe: And 
ometimes the matter proceeded fo far as to cauſe an Aﬀembly of the whole Province. But each 
Biſhop, or Prepoſitus (as St. Cyprian calls him,and declares, that he) was abſolute in his own Dioceſs to 
exerciſe his power, and none condemned for uſing it, but only for abuſing it contrary to Reaſon and 
Conſcience ; thele were the only rules they proceeded by at firlt, Aftewards when Biſhops on this or 
other occalions met in Aſſemblies provincial or general,they made in it divers Canons,which paſſed for 


\Rules and Laws to govern the Church by, which doubtleſs are very good helps to bridle the extrava- 


py Patſions of particular men, very apt in this corrupt Age to prevaricate z yet I cannot conceive them 
o far obligeing but new emergent Circumſtances may juſtly cauſe new and different Decrees yet o, 
as every particular Biſhop is obliged for Peace ſake to fubmit to, or at leaſt to acquieſce in the general 
Decree of that Nation where he lives: I ſaid, They are not bound entirely to ſubmit to the Decrees 
of former Councils, cither provincial or general; becauſe,. as I have ſhewed. before, all their Decrees are 
humane, not divine 3 and all humane Eccleſiaſtical Laws, are alterable, according to the time and oc- 
caſions, by other General Councils, | 

As to the bounds of each Biſhops Dioceſs, they were occaſioned ſeveral ways, The Apoſtles, for the 
better ſpreading of the Goſpel, preach't it tirſtin the principal Cities, which generally had great Influ- 
ence upon the adjacent parts, by reaſon that the Occaſions of moſt call them thither 3 and in theſe Ci- 
ties they ſettled the chict Paſtors of the Church,with power toordainPresbyters and Paſtors in other lefler 

Cities 
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(31) 
Cities and Towns round about,as the Congregations of the Faithful increaſed; and all thoſe Churches 
that were erected, and Paſtors eſtabliſh'd in them by theſe Apoſtolick men in the chief Cities (I humbly 
ronceive, in reverence of their worth, and Apoſtolick Authority ) were freely obſervant and ſubje& to 
them, which afterwards, out of cuſtom,grew into a kind of Right challenged by their Succeſſors, Some- 
times the Authority of the Paſtor, or Biſhop of a City, was enlarged, according to the Temporal Authos 
rity of the ſame, it being the Metropolitan of this or that Countrey 3 for ſo we find in the Council of 
Nice, andother Councils, the chicfeſt and largeſt Authority given to the Biſhop of old Rome, becauſe it 
was the firſt Imperial City 3 to Confantinople, as the ſecond Imperial City 3 to Alexandriz, as the chief Ci- 
ty of thar part of Africa to Antioch, Feruſalem, Epheſus. Corinth, Philippi,&&c. where you ſce that though 
-ruſalem were the firſt City from whence the Goſpel iſſued forth 3 Antioch the ſecond City where t 

Goſpel was planted, and where the Faithful were firſt called Chriſtians 3 yet Rome, Conſtantinople, and 
Alexandria were preferred before them, and had far larger Juriſdidtion 3 ſo that it is a mere humane, 
temporal matter, and men have no farther obligation to it in Conſcience, than for Peace-ſake and Or- 
der, which in like manner obliges every man to be ſubject to all Magiſtrates within their reſpeRive 
Juriſdictions. 

There. are yet two things more to be conſidered in this Buſineſs. Firſt, Where the Apoſtles firſt 
planted the Goſpel in Cities, with Authority over the adjacent parts,it was in rich Populous Countreys, 
where Cities were much nearer together than in theſe Northern Parts, and the circuit of each City was 
much leſs in compaſs, ſo that the Biſhop might well have the Inſpeftion into all, and underſtand the 
behaviour of each Paſtor under him, to admonilh and chaſtiſe when there was cauſe. Whereas, with 
us, partly by great diſtance of Cities, partly by the favour of former Princes, ſeveral Towns being caſt 
into one. Dioceſe, they became (o large, as *tis impoſſible any one Biſhop ſhould have a ſufficient In- 
ſpeQion into them, As I ſaid before of great Pariſhes, ſo here of Dioceles, the Biſhop knows not 
the Names nor Faces of half, or a quarter of them, much leſs their Behaviour, he may have as well a 

xt of France in his Diocels to govern, And, as for their Triennial and Circuity Viſitations, they 
fignific juſt nothing as to this 3 *tis a mere money buſinels, to pay Procurations to the Biſhop, Fees to 
Chancellors, Regilters, &c. the Biſhop indeed uſually makes a Speech unto them, and a Sermon is 
preach'd by ſome one of them, wherein, perchance, good Admonitions are given 3 but what know- 
ledge can the Biſhop by this have of their Lives, or Doctrine, or Diligence? It he continue long there, 
he may learn a few more Names or Faces, ſcarce any thing more. 1 humbly conceive this ought to 
be redreſſed, and the Dioceſe brought into that compaſs, that each Biſhop may be a Biſhop in Govern- 
ment, as well as in Title and Authority over them, But if the Dioceſes be divided leſs, and Biſhops 
more increaſed, where ſhall we have maintenance for ſo many Biſhops, fome having too little alrgady ? 
When ever [ ſhall (ce the Clergy of this Nation, Congregated by his Majeſties Authority, reſolved in 
good earneſt to reform and eſtabliſh all, according to the holy Conſtitutions of the Primitive Times, 


and come to this laſt mentioned, contracting the Bounds, and in number increaſing the Dioceſes, and 


Biſhops for them, "ll undertake to propoſe wayes both Rational and Conſcientious, of providing conve« 
nient maintenance for all; but I deſire to be excuſed at preſent, leſt greedy Harpies make ill Uſe of 
my zealous Intentions. 

And ſo I proceed to conſider a ſecond Abuſe in Church Government, which is Exempt JuriſdiQi- 
ons, a thing altogether unknown to Antiquity, and brought in by Papal Tyranny. The Popes, at the 
height of their uſurped Dominion, taking upon themſelves to be Head of the Chriſtian Churches, to 
be the Univerſal Biſhop thereof, and all other to be but theic Curates, took then upon them alſo,among 
other matters, to exempt fromthe Power of any their under Biſhops,whomſoever they pleaſed. And out 
of Policy to have the more Creatures and Vaſſals immediately depending on them in every Kingdomand 
Nation, to ſickle for them with Kings and Princes on all occaſions, did, for the molt part, exempt all 
Monaſteries ( who,with their near Relationsand Tenants,made a great part of the Kingdom ) from the 
Juriſdiction of the Biſhop , they exempted allo ſeveral Deans and Chapters, ſeverat peculiar Chappels, 
ſeveral Arch-Deaconries, and others z and ſome of theſe were endowed with Archiepiſcopal Jarifhicti 
on in their Precins, wherein they aRed whatever they pleaſed, without controul of any but their Pope- 
ſhips: All which would have appeared a confuſed madneſs in Primitive Times, when, for any Perſon to 
have been out of the Juriſdiction of all Bilhops, was to have been quite out of the Church, and would 
have been look'd upon as a Heathen and Infidel, according to the Primitive praQtice in all Ages, till Pa- 
pal Uſurpation. And therefore all theſe Exempt Juriſditions are mere Papal; and, if duely examined, 
will be found oppoſite to the eſtabliſhed Laws of this Kingdom, fince the Reformation from Popery, as 
they are directly oppoſite tothe Primitive Canons of the Church,before Popery was known or heard of. 
And by reaſon of theſe Exempt os Diſputes and great Frauds arife between the | 
and them, and the poor Clergy areſo pill'd and poll'd by them both,that they are forc'd to goin th 
bare Coats, whilſt the ſeveral Officers of both grow fat and fair by Fees extracted from them. Where- 
fore, I humbly conceive, the Biſhops, with the reſt of the Clergy,are bound in Conſcience to implore the 
Aliſtance of both Houſes of Parliament, to Petition His Majelty for the redreſs of theſe Abuſes, by pious 
Laws, Setling the Church-Government in the Primitive Purity and Authority, which moſt evidently 
was very great, and as greatly reverenced z Biſhops being the Perſons to whom Chriſt and his Apoltles 
committed the Souls of Men, bought with the precious Blood of Chriſt, to whom be Glory, and to his 
holy Spouſe, the Church, be all Sacred Authority for ever. Amen. 


A Cha- 


(32) 
A Charitable Admonition to all Non-conformiſts. 


| Y beloved in Chriſt, you ſee how earnelily I have pleaded:for you to the -Fathers and Govern- 
ours of our Church, that they would graciouſly condeſcend to aboliſh. ſome Ceremonies in the 
Church, that they may receive you into itz but yet I have no great hopes that they will heark- 
en to me, you your ſelves for whom I plead, deſtroy my hope 3 for they preſently daſh me in the teeth 
ſaying, Go rather and perſwade the Sons in duty to ſubmit to their Fathers, than Fathers to yield to 
Sons 3 and can you deny but of the two you are rather toſubmit ? You think to cxcule this by ſaying, 
Were it not againſt your Conſcience, you would ſubmit, but you dare not for fear of diſplealing God, 
his holy Word forbids you 3 I beſeech you ſhew me in his holy Word, any one clear ſentence, againſt 
any one Ceremony commanded in our Church 3 you ſce plainly I am not biaſs'd to any one Ceremo- 
ny, and I am ſure I have read the Scripture all over ſeveral times,and, I8humbly conceive, *tis no Pride 
of Heart,if I think I underſtand Scripture as well as you zand for my part I cannot find any one condemns 
ing Sentence in Scripture. But you have the Spirit of God enlightening you, which 1 want; by this 
Rule you may affirm any thing out of Scripture,and I thould be as mad in diſputing againſt you,as you m 
rming itz *tis madneſs for a bligd man (as youconceive me to be ) to diſpute of Colours; therefore 
if you are ſo void of all Reaſon, as to expect your bare affirmation, that you have Light, you ought to 
canvince all Gain-ſayers 3 I ſhalknot trouble my felt or you, to gainlay you farther, but addreſs my ſelf 
to others, who ſoberly undertake to ſhew me ſuch Texts, as an unbia(s'd Chriſtian, willing and deli- 
rous to ſubmit to all Scripture-Jyuths, ( as I am ſure Iam _) may diſcover the truth of them z and E 
deſire thoſe ſober undertakers to ſhew me any. one ſuch clear Text to cxcule their Non-conforming, as 
I ihew. them for theix Conforming : Submit your felues to every Ordinance of .man, &c. 1 Pet. 2. 13, and, 
Obey them that have the Rule over you, and ſubmit, Heb.'13. 17, Thele are as clear as the Sun, that you 
qught to obey : Now, if the Text you bring be not fo. cleas, but doubtful, T beſeech you, is your Conlci- 
ence. {o bold againſt a clear Text,and ſo timoxous at a doubtfy] Text? is th's Religion or Reaſon ? Isit 
not apparently Wilfulneſs and Faction ? I beſecch you, my Brethren, take heed of thus diſſembling with 
Gad-and the World, or take heed of giving your {clves up to theſe deluſions of a miſtaken Spirit. Hu- 
mulity.and Obedience are evident\marks of the Spirit z Learn of me, faith Chriſt, Matth. 11.29. for I 
am meek, and lowly in Heart : God reſiſteth the proud, and giveth Grace #9 the bumble. Whexefore, | beſeech 
you, firfi, put on the Lord Jeſus Jeſus, with all humijlity, that he may give you the Grace of kis Holy 
Spirit, to fem clear Truths from congeited fancical Errours. Secondly, I beleech. you conſider, whe- 
therof the two it be not (afer to erx in the way, of Hamility, than to ers in the way of Pride, which 
at doubly damnable, void of all excuſe, ( 1 ſay this, becauſe you think, or pretend to think, our 
ay erroneous, not that I have any ſuch thought ox doubt) whereas the Humble Soul hath great ex- 
culs-to.plead 3 and if Charity cover a multitude of Sins, ſure Humility will cover ſame z, a Soul clogths 
4 with Humility, can't eaſily be difpleaſing to our humble Saviour z but cloathed with Pride, can, ſcarce 
be acceptable, but rather hateful, like the proud Phariſee, with all his enumerated Virtues 3 and, my 
en, *tis moſt evident, your Spirit ſavours ſomething of the Phariſee, magnifying yaur own Holi- 
neſs, and deſpiſing all others as Publicans and Sinners, and refuſing all communion with them 3-wheres 
as the Holy of Holies, .oux Loxd Jdus, choſe chiefly to.converſe with ſuch 3 really, I can't but-think 
your caſe very dangerous on this account only, were there no more to accuſe you of, Thirdly, k þeſeech 
you. tq,conſider the great miſchief you bring upon this Church and Nation, by yous ion fro1 
the Church; You pretend to be the great Zelots againſi Popery, ard yet give me leage to ſay, Your iny 
diſcreet diſobedient Zeal mainly brings it in 3 your Separation, and many tollowing Diviſions, have cays 
ſed miany to abhox our Church, and turn to Popery, and doubtleſs, youare to give. an account to. God 
for the ruine of thoſe Souls 3 for I can never yield, that you have any reaſonable and true confeientious 
cauſe of Separation, but merely miſtaken-Reaſon and Conſcience, which I much pity, but no way ap- 
prove 4.and therefore I mult lay the advance of Popery to your charge, to your Szpazation 3 for I am 
ſure tis the main ſnare wherewith they catch unſtable Souls, perſwading them our Church is not gui» 
efby, the Spirit of ;Truth, ſeeing it is confounded by the Spirit of Diviſion, it cannot be of God, wha 
is both Verity and Unity. Now, though it be well known to the Leamed, that their,Church hath nei+ 
ther Verity nox Unity, yet this is not diſcernable to weak Souls; elpecially here, in_this Couptrey, 
whexe their Church. is under a Cloud, and therefore their foul fpots nothing fo vikihle as abroad, where 
it-walks bare-fac'd,but are hereby their Prieſts,cither with great confidence deny'd,or with great cuaning 
and diſguiſed. Wherefoxe again I moſicarnefily humbly beleech you for Jeſus ſake, put; on RY wy 
io-all Humility and Obedience, ſubmitting your (elves to the Ordinances of thoſe Superiours and Powe 
ers.which God hath ſet over you; -and it, out of mere Humility and-Obedience, you Qonform, 
you were guilty of ſome Errour thetein, ( I am confident there js nene;/ yet were: it:fe } my Yopl- 
yours, that guilt (ball never be laid; to your charge by our moſt: gracious: Saviour pnd moli- merciful 
Judge, Chriſt Jeſus our Lord : to whom be all Hongur and Glory, for ever.. . 4mme: ; -  , 


FINIS. 


